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interpose with the Housing Commission with
regard to buildings if necessary. If he were
satisfied that the factory was not warranted
le should not have considered granting a
permit under any conditions. 'I do not
think his action can be justified whichever
way we look at it, and beeausi of that I
think wve should say so.

.Question put and a division taken with
the following result:-

Noes

A tie

Brady
Coverley
Fox
Graham
Hawks
Her ey
Hea
Kelly
Marshall
MayMcCulloch

Mr. Abbott
Mr' Ackland
M r. Bove]lI
MIra. Cardell-Oliver
Mr. Cornell
Mr, Done~

Mr. Hill
Mr. Leslie
Mr. Mann
Mr. McDonald

withdrawn, and fresh r 'egulations have
been drafted and are likely to be gazette
any day now. Therefore I will not delay
the House in telling members something
they already know.

Question put and' passed; the motion
agreed to.

ADJOURNMINT-SPECIAL.

YflI! DWK!_T1fl!. ITTfln R P MT~o....

21 Murray-Wellington) : I move--
21 That -the House at its rising adjourn till

- 2.30 p.m. tomorrow.
0

AYES.

Mr. Needham
'Mr. Nuleen
Mr. Panton
Mr. Reynolds
Mr. Slcgman
Mr. Styants
Mr. Tonkin
Mr. Triat
Mr. Wise
Mr. flodoreda

NOE.

Mr. MeLarty
Mr. Murray
Mr. Raider
Mr. Nimmo
Mr. Perkins.
Mr. Seward
,Sr. Timurn
Mr. Watts
Mr. Wild
Mr. Brand

(fiuer. I

Mr. SPEAKER: The voting being equal,
I give my casting vote with the Noes.

question thus negatived;- the motion de-
feated.

MOTION-NURSES REGISTRLATION
ACT,

To Disallow Mothericraft Training Schools
Regul ations.

Debate resumed from the 6th July on the
following motion by Bon. A. H. Panton:

That regulations NTos. 1, 2, 3, 0, 7, and para-
graph 8 of Appendix VIII., of new Part VI.,
made under the Nurses Registration Act, 1921-
1948, as published in the Government Gazette
on the 24th June, 1949, and laid u~pon the
Table of the House on the 30th June, 1949, be,
and are hereby disallowed.

THE DMSTER FOR HEALTH (Hon.
A. V. V. Abbott-North Perth) [10.421:
I propose, Mr. Speaker, to agree to the
motion. The member for Leederville sug-
gested that these regulations should be

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 10.44d p.m.

Thursday, 15th September, 1949.
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QUESTION&

NATIVE AFFAIRS,

As to Tabling of Annual Report.

Ron. A. A. M. COVERLEY asked the
Mlinister for Native Affairs:

On what date does he propose to table the
annual report of the Commissioner of
Native Affairsl

The MINISTER replied:
It is expected that the report for the year

,ended the 30th June, 1948, will be tabled
during the current session of Parliament.

In view of the audit requirements in re-
spedt of accounts as set out in the Native
Administration Act, 1905 '-1936, it will not
be practicable for some weeks to complete
the report for the year ended the 30th June,
last.

RAILWAYS.

(a) As to Unloading Phosphatic Rock,
Bunbury.

,Mr. HOAR asked the Minister for Rail-
ways:

(1). Is he aware that considerable dissatis,
faction has been expressed by the Bunbury
lumpers over the unloading of phosphatic
rock from the 8.6. Vedhy during the last
week-end:?

(2) That although the ship was to have
worked all day Saturday, the 3rd instant,
and Sunday, the 4th instant, it actually
worked part of Saturday only?

(3) That the reason for this was a short-
age of railway trucks which it is believed
could have been supplied had the Railways
taken some interest in the matter?

(4) In view of the fact that the lumpers
bad a very leart time during the recent coal
strike add that they stood to. gain consid-
erably from the week-end penalty rates,
should not some special effort have been
exerted by his department to supply this
ship with sufficient trucks, especially as it
is known locally that this was by no means
an impossibility?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) NO.
(2) Yes.
(3) In accordance with the usual practice

sufficient trucks -were supplied to work a
shuttle service between the wharf and the

super. works, hut unfortunately the unload-
ing gear at the Pieton works broke down
on Saturday and was not repaired until the
following day.

(4) There were insufficient trucks in re-
serve to replace those held up by the break-
down.

(b) As to Tabling of Annual Report.

Mr. STYANTS (without notice) asked
the Minister for Railways:

In view of the close approach of the clos-
ing of this session will the report of the
Commissioner of Railways be available to
members if and when the Railway Estimates
are discussed by the House this year?

The M1INISTER replied:
I will do my best to make the report

ayailable, if possible..

COLLIE COAL.

As to Purchases by Railway Departmeat.

Mr. STYANTS asked the M1inister for
Railways:

(1) What was the total tonnage of Collic
coal purchased by the Railway Department
for the 12 months ended the 31st August,
1949 ?

(2) What was the respective percentage
of Proprietary, Wyvern and Griffin coals
used in the above amount?

(3) What was the total tonnage, of Collie
coal lpurchased by private consumers for
the aboveinentioned period?.

(4) What was the respective percentage
of Proprietary, Wyvern and Griffin coals
used by private consumers in the above
amount?

The 'MINISTER replied:
(1) 361,606 tons.
(2) Proprietary 23 per cent., Griffin 6

per cent, Wyvern 6 per cent.
(3) 97,874 tons.
(4) Proprietary 42 per cent., Griffin 37

per cent., Wyvern 1 per cent.

NURSES AND TRAINEES.

As to Number in, Government Service,

Mr. NEEDHAM asked the Minister for
Health:

(1) How many nurses were employed in
Government hospitals in June, 1947?
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(2) How many trainees were similarly
employed in June, 1947?

(3) How many nurses were employed in
Government Hospitals in June, 1949?

(4) Row many trainees were similarly
employed in June, 1949?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) and (2) Figures for June, 194?, are
not available without
board hospital. Figure
are given instead-

Trained nurses
Nursing assistants
Trainees

Total

(1) If it is necessary under the provi-
sions of Section 67 (2) of the Electoral
Act, 1907-1940, that a writ be issued to
supply the vacancies forthwith, on receipt
of such resignations by the Speaker?

(2) What steps, if any-, will be taken to
supply the vacancies when same occur?

The PREMIER replied:.

reference, to every (1) I am advised by the Solicitor Gen-
a for January, 1947, eral that Section 67 of the Electoral Act

contemplates that when a vacancy occurs
322 the President, Speaker or Governor as the
163 case may require will in relation to the

63 vacancy take appropriate action in accord-
ance with the Act.

1,148 (2) The normal course will be followed.

(3) and (4) June, 1949-
Trained nurms - . 415
Nursing Assistants .- 260
Trainees . . 855

Total -- .- 1,530

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS.

As to Gazetting Alternojive Days.

Mr. MeOCULLOCH asked the Premier:

As Christmas flay, 194'3, and New Year's
Day, 1950, both fall on a Sunday, and as
these days are generally recognised as pub-
lie holidays in industrial awards and agree-
ments, etc., but on .this occasion will he
-non-working days, wvill the Government
c onsider gazetting the Mondays following
as public holidays in lieu of the days de-
scribed?

The PREMIER replied:
This niattter is already under considera-

tion and an announcement will be made as
early as possible.

CLOSE OF SESSION.

As to By-ecetions.

Mr. HEGNEY asked the Premier-
In view of his admission on the 7th

instant when introducing a motion to cur-
tail debate on the Estimates, to the effect
that the Government was desirous of ter-
minating the session before two of its mem-
bers resigned to contest Federal seats, will
he inform the House:-

EXPLOSIVES.

As to Quantity Railed to Goldfields.

Hon. E. NULSEN asked the Minister re-
presenting the 'Minister for Mines:

What was the quantity of explosives
railed to the Eastern Goldfieds for the year
ended the 30th June, 1949?

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING re-
plied:

Fifty-five thons- Pnd seven hundred and
eleven cases.

FLOUR.

As to Trade utl&t Malaya.

Mr. MTANN asked the Minister f or Indus-
trial Development:

(1) Has his attention been drawn to a
Press. statement by Mr. Teadale of the
Australian Wheat Board regarding the likely
effect of certain proposals regarding flour
on the Western Australian trade with
Malaya?7

(2) If so, is the Government concerned
with the mnatter?

The MINISTER replied:

The matter has already been the subject
of discussion in view of the desirability of
securing this trade for Western Australian
flour millers. In addition, there are con-
siderable advantages to be gained by addi-
tional supplies of bran and pollard for othet
industries. Consideration is now being
given to any steps that can be taken to
bring about a more desirable state of

2061



2062 [ASSEMBLY.]

affairs, but of course the State Govern-
ment has no control over the decisions of
the Wheat Board, which acts under the
Commonwealth.

SUPERP.HOSPHATE.

(a) As to Plan for Distribution.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN asked the Mfinister
for Raiiwavs:

(1) Does the announcement in Tuesday's
issue of "The West Australian" regarding a
plan for the distribution of super. mean
that the Government has decided to sub-
sidise the road transport of super. to such
an extent as to make the cost to the farmer
for delivery from the works to the nearest
siding the same as if carried by rail at the
special concessional rate?

(2) What quantity of super, is it ex-
pected will be transported by road under
the plan this financial year?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) Yes.

(2) Whatever quantity the Railways are
unable to handle.' I

- (b) As to Deliveries.
Mr. NALDER asked the Minister for

Lands:
How many tons of super, have been

delivered from works to farmers up to the
present date-(a) by rail; (b) by road?

The MINISTER replied:

Year ended the 30th June, 1949--(a)
217,606 tons; (b) 144,672 tons.

1st July, 1949, to the 12th Sepember,
1949-(a) 71774 tons; (b) 7,876 tons.

EDUCATION.

As to Concession Fares for Student
Teachers.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN asked the Minister
for Railways:

(1) Is he aware that student teachers in
the Training College (other than re-con-
struction trainees) are not eligible for rail-
way concession fares when returning to their
homes during vacation, because they are in
rreipt of Government allowances?

(2) Will he make representations to the
Treasurer for him to provide the necessary
amount to enable the Railway Department
to issue concession tickets to students travel-
ling during vacation?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) Yes.
(2) Consideration will he given to the

matter.

BUILDING MATERIALS.

As to Removal of Control.

Mr. MAY (without notice) asked the
Minister for Housing:

Will he deny or verify a current rumour
to the effect that all controlled building
materials are to be lifted as from Tuesday,
the 20th September? If not, can he state
when materials control will he lifted?

Tbe MINISTER replied:
No immediate consideration is being given

to the termination of controls over the dis-
tribution of materials at present under con-
trol.

LIBERAL AND COUNTRY LEAGUE.

i s to Premises Occupied for Electioneering
- Purposes.

Mr. GRAHAM (without notice) asked the
Minister for Housing:

Will he make representations to the Lib-
eral and Country League with a 'view to that
organisation making available some of the
many buildings occupied by it in the metro-
politan area and elsewhere for electioneer-
ing campaign committee rooms so that these
buildings might be used by ex-Servicemen
who require to rehabilitate themselves and
thereby save building materials being used
for the construdion of new premises for
such men?

The MINISTER replied:
I am not aware of what premises are

occupied by the organisation to which the
hon. member has referred or if there has
bVeen any claim from any others, including
returned ex-Servicemen, fbr the use of
them, but I will make inquiries as to whether
there is undue occupation of the premises.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES.

As to Availability of Budget Tables.

Hon. F. J. S. WISE (without notice)
asked the Premier:

Will the Premier make available to the
House the Budget tables normally issued to
members when the Budget Estimates are
being considered?
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The PREIER replied:
I asked the Under Treasurer yesterday to

,do all he could to expedite the printing of
±hese tables and to get them to the House
as quickly as possible.

Hon. F. J1. S. Wise: It is not fair under
present circumstances.

ASSENT TO BILLS.
Message from the Governor received and

read notifying assent to the following Bills:
1, The Westralian Buffalo Club (Pri-

vate).
2, Mental Institution Benefits. (Common-

wealth and State Agreement).
3, Administration Act Amendment (No.

2).
4, Rights in Water and Irrigation Act

Amendment.
5, Water Boards Act Amendment.
46, Plant Diseases Act Amendment (No.

2).
7, Superannuation, Sick, Death, Insur-

ance, Guarantee and Endowment
(Local Governing Bodies' Employees)
Funds Act Amendment.

LOAN ESTIMATES, 1949-50.

Mensage.

Message from the Governor received-and
read transmitting the Loan Estimates for
the year 1949-50 and recommending appro-
priation.

In Cnnmittee.

The House resolved into Cofumittee to
consider the Loan Estimates, Mr. Hill in
the Chair.

Vote-Departmental, £151,250:

THE PnEWER, (Hon. D. R. MeLarty-
Murray-Wellington) [2.47]: The estimated
expenditure from the General Loan Fund
during this financial year is £12,262,000, and
is by far the biggest programme of loan
works contemplated for this State. There
are good reasohis, however, why the expendi-
tare for this year should he so heavy. Thern
was an accumulation of works during the
war years, when it was either impossible or
undesirable to carry them out. Notable
examples are in the case of the railways and
electricity supply. In the case of the rail-
ways, a very large expenditure of moneys
-both loan and revenue-will be necessary
to rehabilitate the service to enable it to

provide the people of this State with proper
transport facilities. Heavy expenditure wiUl
be necessary in connection with the elec-
tricity supply on *ccount of the new station
at South Fremantle and the South-West
power scheme. Another reason, which is a'
smaller contributing factor, is the deprecia-
tion in the purchasing power of money, or
in other words, the increased cost, as qom-
pared with the pre-war cost.

I shall endeavour, as briefly as possible,
to give members full information not only
regarding the works proposed to be carried
out this year, but particulars of the expendi-
ture in regard to last year. I shall not
weary members with long lists of figures
covering all the different works in this year's
and last year's programmes but I shall deal
rather with the main departments respon-
sible for the loan expenditure. I shall
endeavour to explain the problems associ-
ated with the works under the names of
these departments and tell the Committee
just how these problems are expected to be
overcome.

The programme approved for 1948-49 was
£6,246,000, and of this amount we spent
£3,819,000. The experience of Western Aus-
tralia in regard to its loan programme was
similar to that of the other States. The
total of the approved programmes for the
Commonwealth and States for last year was
£91,317,000 and the actual expenditure was
£74,124,000. For this year the gross pro-
grammes approved by the Loan Council at
its recent meeting totalled £116,887,000, of
which, as I have already said, Western Aus-
tralia's share is £12,262,000. The gross pro-
grammes approved for the Commonwealth
and the other States are as follows:-

Commonwealth .. . 17,000,000
New South Wales .. .. 33,000,000
Victoria - .22,293,000

Queensland . .11,959,000

South Australia .. .14,947,000

Tasmania . . 5,426,000

In considering these figures, it must not be
overlooked that in the case of the three
larger States, the loan programmes do not
include substantial sums required for semi-
governmental bodies. For example, the fol-
lowing amounts have to be added to the
figures for the three larger States to make
them comparable with the programme con-
templated by Western Australia:-

New South Wales . f. 12,000.000
Vittoria . . .18,776,000

Queensland . . 7,598,000
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Members may be interested to know the
figures relating- to the programmes approved
last year as compared with those approved
this year, including for both years the semi-
governmental programmes. The semi-govern-
mental, bodies include such undertakings as
the Metropolitan Water, Sewerage and
Drainage Board in New South Wales, the
State Electricity Commission, the Mfelbourne
and Metropolitan Board of Works and the
Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramways
Board in Victoria. Such undertakings in
this State are, of course, included in the
State's programme. The figures are:-

Per-
centage
Increase

1948-49 1949-50 in
9 f 1949-50.

Comnw 'Itl,. 16,150,000 17,000,000 5
N ... .. .. ..... 100,000 45,000,000 40

Victoria. .. .. 26,7]7,000 41,069,000 53
Queensland . . . I4,68S,0lO 19,557,000 33
S. Australia . . . 12,366,000 14,947,000 20
WV. Australia . . 6,246,000 12,262,000 96
Tasmania. .. .. 5,158,000 6,190,000 20

Mr. Graham: Do you think you will be
able to spend even half the amount set out
for this State?

The PREMIER: As I proceed I shall
show that a considerable part of the money
has already been earmarked for goods wve
have bad to purchase. I shall give members
the particulars as I continue. Though the
programme is a much larger one than usual,
I am satisfied it is essential. In the case of
Western Australia, I think it will be readily
admitted that, despite our heavy loan ex-
penditure in past years, there still rema ins
a great deal more developmental work to be
done. In a State like ours, the population
of which is so widely spread over such large
areas, it is inevitable that the problems of
development must be great-and expensive.
If, however, Western Australia is to grow
into a well-balanced economic unit of the
Commonwealth of Australia, it is necessar
that its resources be developed to enable it
to take a much larger population and to in.
crease production. The Government is con-
fident that the programme contemplated for
this year will assist materially in this de-
velopment.

I wish now to turn to the loan require-
ments of some of the larger departments,
and I commence witb the Railway Depart-

meat. Members are well aware of the tre-
mendous problem which faces the Govern-
ment in rehabilitating the railways. The
matter has been the subject of a Royal Com-
mission, whose report has been made avail-
able, and the position has been well discussed
in this House and in the Press. Briefly
stated, the estimated cost of re-establishing
our railway system is of the order of
£C26,000,000, which is almost equal to the
entire existing capital of the railways. The
expenditure of such a large sum of money
is naturally dependent on manpower and
materials, both of which are very scarce.

Mr. 'May: Does that include railway hous-
ing, too3

The PREMIER: Yes, it includes the
whole of the rehabilitation of the railways.
Last year it was estimated that for the rail-
ways we would spend £896,000 from loan.
The actual expenditure was £352,000 The
effect of the shortage of materials and
labour is well exemplified in the case of ad-
ditions and improvements to opened rail-
ways, where the actual expenditure was only
£19i4,000, compared with ain estimated ex-
penditure of £E604,000. -. uIch of the antici-
pated expenditure Lad included provision
for the purchase of specialised equipment,
and great difficulty was experienced even in
placing orders for this equipment. In addi
tion, some of the proposed work included
the erection of buildings and, on account of
the shortage of houses, it was not easy to
arrange with suitable contractors to. have
the work done.

The rollingstock programme was estimated
to cost £292,000, and the expenditure was
£158,000. One of the most disappointing
provisions was that in reg-ard to the con-
struction of new wagons. Progress was very
slow, and less than half the amount provided
on the Estimates was spent. The need for
more 1vaZOnS is So acute that the Govern-
ment has approved of tenders for the con-
struction of these wagons being called out-
.side of Australia, One of the difficulties in
regard to local construction is the limited
capacity available at the Mfidland Junction
Workshops, and until the shops are enlarged
and new machinery installed, provision for
which is included in this year's Estimates,
it will not be possilile to undertake any very
rapid extension of the wagon building pro-
gramme there.
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Last year's Estimates also included pro-
vision for the six diesel rail ears and 12
trailers. On account of the late arrival of
the power units the whole of the work con-
templated in the Estimates could not he
carried out, but, as members are aware,' the
first of the diesel trains is now on the road
and it is anticipated that during this fin-
ancial year all of them will be in service.
The expenditure last year on the power
coaches and trailers was £137,000 and a
further £91,000 will be spent this year and
should complete the work.

IThis year the estimated expenditure for
the Railway Department is £2,840,000.' The
principal workp included in this amount are
as follows-

Midland Junction Workshops,
organisation of buildings £
and permanent .wnv . 5,0

M idland Junction Workshops,
improrements to the canteen
facilities. .. .. ....... 26,000

Shed and workshop for diesel
ears .. .. ... ....... 21000

Coal blending plajit at Collie 50,000
This expenditure is depend-

ent on experimenital work now
being conducted at Collie.
Perth - Biverrale section, ato-

matic signalling. ....... 22,000
South -West Railway, rCrcl-

tralised train control f 75,00
This is portion of an esti-

mated expenditure of £500,000
for this very important work.
Purchase of 25 Australiaa

Standard Garrett engines
f ro m the Commonwealth
Government .. .. ...... 300,000

As members know, the price to he paid for
these engines was the subject of' an investi-
gation by His Honour 'Mr. Justice Wolff,
who submitted a report to the Prime Min-
ister. The report shows that some reddfetion
bag been made in the price originally~agreed
upon because of alterations which had to be.
made to the engines to render them suitable
for work on our system. However, interest
is payable on the reduced capital sum as
from the date when the State took delivery
of the engines and the total price will he
about £300,000.

Purchase of V5 PR locomotives E
from Great Britain . . - . 1,165.000o

Purchase of 40 locomotives
from Great Britain , . . . 215,000

Mx. May: 'Will they be oil-burning?

The PREMIER: The Minister for Rail-
ways tells me they will not. This amount
represents a deposit on the contract for
£1,562,000 for the purchase of these loco-
motives. It is expected that the first of the
35 PR locomotives will arrive here early
next month and that they should be in use
by the end of the calendar year or January
next at the latest. A provision of £100,000
has also been made for new rollingstock,
vans and wagons, and, as I previously indi-
cated, the Government is calling tenders
oversca for the manufacture of these vans
and Wagons.

Last year provision was made for an ex-
penditure of approximately £276,000 on.
tramways. The actual expenditure was £97,-
000, the main difference between the esti-
mated and the actual loan expenditure be-
ing accounted for by the provision. made
last year for the purchase of 50 additional
trolley-busses. Practically none of the
money provided was -spent owing to the
late arrival of the chassis. The main items
of expenditure incurred last year were as
follows:-

Purchase of six Daimoler road
busses... .. .. .. .. ..

15 Bedford busses.
1z A.B.C. busses. ....

£E
31,000)
35,000
21,000

This year £C541,000 has been provided for
the tramways. Most of it is required for the
50 additional trolley-busses and £326,000 has
been set aside for this -purpose. The sum
of £160,000 has been-iirluded for portion
of the cost of 50 additional diesel busses,
and ;C50,000 towards the conversion of the
tram routes to trolley-bus routes in ML
Hawthorn and Maylands and in the exten-
sion of trolley-bus -routes from Newcastle-
street via Williami-street to Charles-street.

Last year 'the amount estimated to be
spent by the Public Works Department was
£1,688,000. The actual expenditure amount-
ed to £1,148,000. The principal item of ex-
penditure covered the construction of public
buildings, including the Royal Perth Hos-
pital, schools, etc., for 'which the amount
estimated was £732,000. The actual expen-
diture against this provision was £58,000,
of which £206,762 was expended on school
buildings.

Provision for abattoirs and cool storage
at Midland Junction and Kalgoorlie vus
£159,000, of which £)69,000 was expended.
The main construction work was connected
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with the Goldields Water Supply Scheme, Thke PHE'MIER: -the Government has
including the raising of the 'Mundaring arranged for two officers to visit Japan and
Weir wall. Provision was made to spend these officers are now in that country. One
£243,400 on this work but the actual expen- is Mr. V. E. Rodda, the chemist attached
diture was £182,444. The estimates and ex- to the Midland Junction Workshopls, wLJ
penditure on other works were as follows:- will elheck up on the technical side; and

Estimate. Exlendliture. the other is 'Mr. P. V. Andrews, the officer
9 f in charge of ekie iuaterials. supply section

Iluabnr harbour . k.;0,000 5539 of the Housing Commission, who will safe-
Fremantle harbour .70,200 5q53 guard the Government's commercial in-
Water suiipplIy to terests i these purchases. The Govern-

towns . . . . . . . 83,250 445,861 meat is also endeavouring to obtain water
Drainage and irriga-

tion and country piping from Europe and has placed large
towns water supply 209,370 128,,580 orders for the importition of cement from

Turin-to he sfiate fo ths )arEngland. It has ordered 12,500 tons of
Turnng o th Esimats fr ths yar, English cement, of which 5,000 tons have

the total amount provided is £2,641000. been received. Unfortunately the shipments
When the Estimates were prepared it was arrive in soniewbat small quantities, and
anticipated that supplies of material and in order to secure a. continuity of supply
manpower would be more readily available for work at the Mundaring Weir it has
than in the previous year. With the arrival been decided to charter a ship to bring
of migrants and displaced persons the man- 3,000 tons. These importations cost more
power position has improved substantially, than the locally produced article, hut the
but unfortunately the coal strike seriously Government feels that it is better to pay
interrupted the flow of materials. In an en- more for materials than to delay essential
deavour to meet the situation krising from works.
the coal strike and the interruption in the At the recent Premiers' Conference it
flow of materials, the Government is ar- was suggested to the Prime Minister that
ranging for importations of steel from the Cmowat oenetsol
Japan and an order has been placed for undertake, on behalf of all the States, the
4,850 tons. importation of materials in short supply,

Ron- A. H. Pan ton: I suppose we will equalising the price of the imported and
some day sell it to them as scrap to fire $ the locally produced material. The Prime
back at us. Mlinister, however, refused to unde irtake

The 'Minister for Housing: They are this obligation, pointing out that in his
throwing it back to us now in a better opinion it was a matter for the States to
form, arrange their own importations. In addi-

tion to the commodities already referred
The PREMIER?: As members are prob- to, the Government has apprbved of the

ably aware, the position in regard to pur- importation of rails for the Railway De-
chasing in Japan is that Australia is per- partmient, and ain order has already been
mnitted to purchase no, more than up to the placed for over 2,000 tons of rails and 120
value of the Australian commodities sold tons of fishplates, of which 680 tons should
to Japan. The total sum then available arrive nest mnonth. Again the imported
a-, purchiasing power from Japan is silo- pieis high, being more than twice the
cated by the Commonwealth Government local price.
between the various types of commodities. Returning now to the position of the
Unfortuinatelyv, steel is in very great de- Public Works Department, the programme
mand and all States are endeavonring tib provides for a substantial amount of work
augment their supplies of steel by purchas-tobdneath AbnyHrufr
ing from Japan. In order to have the posi- whic bdne aut ofe £78,000 Hsarodded.o
tion clarified end to sat 'isfy ourselves thatMoewrwilbdneath nuy
the standard of the steel products avail- Maror wor wi be 00done0at then nnbo-
able for purchase from Japan is up to the vided. for wihe £100,000e Hasrbeen pro-s
Ausfralian standard- estimated that £88,200 will be spent, and

Mr. Triat: It is definitely superior to £30,000 on the Pprth Cansewavr melanin-
the 'Western Australian standard. tion work; which is 'being carried out in
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association with the provision of a new
Causeway. The new suction hopper dredge
is under construction in England, and the
new grab hopper dredge is under construe-
tion in Sydney, and it is anticipated that
£320,000 mill be spent in progress pay-
inents on both' dredges.

Work will be continued on the Goldields
Water Supply main pipeline and £35,000 has
been set aside for this work. Provision has
also been made for the laying of the 30-
inch main. from Wellingaton Weir to-wards
Narrogin, from Mei-redin to Bruce R~ck
and southwards, for reticulation in the
Kodj Kodjin district, for the continuance
of the raising of the Mundaring Weir and
for the extension of irrigation districts in
the South-West

In the North-West provision is made for
improvements in the stock routes and im-
provements to jetties and water supplies-
including those at Wyndham, Port Hedland
and Carnarvon. Provision has also been
made for the sewerage 'of the town of Al-
bany, and approval has just been given to
extend the area to he sewered. Ample pro-
vision has been made for public buildings,
which will cover hospitals, schools, and
other public offices, though these will
be limited by the availability of materials
and skilled tradesmen, the great majority
of whom will continue to be absorbed in
the housing programme.

In connection with the State Electricity
Commission, the amount provided on the
Loan Estimates for the last financial year
for the metropolitan scheme was approxi-
mately £1,600,000. The actual expenditure
for the year was £950,000. The estimate
included provision for £1,476,000 for
materials and work on the South
Fremantle power station. The expendi-
ture on this work for the year wag
£C890,000, most of which was for materials
coming from English contractors. Mem-
hers can appreciate the difficulty in
forecasting the amount to be spent
on these shipments 12 months in advance.
The estimated expenditure on extensions to
the mains from the East Perth station and
for other work connected with the station
was £C88,000. The actual expenditure was
£40,695. Again, the' shortage of materials
hampered the programme to a marked ex-
tent. Expcnditure on the frequency changer

at East Perth, which will be in operation
when the 50-cycle generating plant is in-
stalled at South Fremantle, -was £13,973.

For the South-West power scheme the
sum of £298,000 was provided last year, but
only,£101,305 was spent. The Estimates in-
chide a substantial sum for payment to the
Collie Power Company Limited for the
power station at Collie, which was resumed
from that gompany late in 1946. No settle-
metnt has yet been reached, though the com-
pany has now appointed its assessor, and
it is anticipated that one may be arrived
at this financial year. INo payment will
be made, of Course, until a settlement is
reached.

For this financial ycar the estimated ex-
penditure for the Commission is £3,535,000.
Of this sum approximately £2,500,000 is re-
quired for work on. the new station at
South F remantle. The expenditure natur-
ally dependls largely upon the rate at which
the plant is received from the British con-
tractors. Thy provision of equipment and:
preliminary work on changing the frequency
of current supplied in the metropolitan area
from 40 to 50 cycles is estimated to cost
this year, in round figures, £54,000.

For the South-West power scheme
£749,000 has been provided. The Commis-
sion is extending the power station taken
over from the Collie Power Company by in-
creasing Ats capacity from 5,000 to 12,500
kilowatts. Work has already begun on the,
foundations for the new units. The total
expe-nditure on this addition will be in the
vicinity of £325,000.

The Commission is also making provision
for new equipment for generating authori-
ties in country towns. I~n centres likely to
he taken over in the near future by the
South-West poiter scheme, the Commission-
provides the equipment on a rental basis to
the existing generating authority. In some
other centres, the undertakings hare been
acquired by the Commission. Provision to
the extent of £158,000 has been made to
cover these requirements. Extensions to
the transmission lines radiating from the
Collie power station are now being erected'
and the estimated cost of these during the,
year is aboutt £267,000.
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The amount Provided on the Estimates for
last year for the 'Metropolitan Water Sup-
Ply and Sewerage Department was £661,000,
hut the expenditure totalled £C428,559. Like
other departments, the Metropolitan Water
Supply Department was obliged to curtail
its work through shortage of materials. The
shortage of cement has been partially over-
-come, as I have already stated, by importa-
tion from oversea, but the position in re-
gard to steel piping is extremely bad. Even
before the coal strike, the position was un-
satisfavtory' and now, of course, it is much
worse as% a result of that industrial dis-
puite.

As I have already advised the Chamber,
the Government is endeavouring to obtain
water piping from Europe. Piping is essen-
tial for the house-building piogramme, and
it is only with the greatest difficulty that
the, Wate:' Supply Department is meeting
demands in this connection. I understand
tlmt in some of the Eastern States the short-
age of water piping is so acute that houses
'cannot hie connected for some time after
they are occupied, and the householders have
to be content with a standpipe which pro-
vides wtiter for a number of houses. In
other eases tanks hare been provided and
kept filled by the housing authorities. The
main works to be cardied out for this year
are as follows:-

Mt. Yokine Service Reservoir: The
nmcunt to be spent this year is £40,000.
This is a 30,000,00 gallon service reservoir,
the estimated cost of which was £150,000.
The work, has been retarded somewhat on
account. of the shortage of cement, but, by
the use of imported cement, progress has
been more satisfactory recently, and it is
hoped that the reservoir will be completed
by the summer of 1950-51-

36-inch Trunk Main-Belmont to M1t.
Yokine: This trunk main is required to feed
the 'Mt. Tokine service reservoir and to in-
crease the supply of water to the northern
suburbs, where much building activity is
tlcing place. The total cost is estimated
at f146,500. The work has not long been
commented, and approximately £17,000 was
spent. last year. Tt is anticipated that
£65,000 will he spent this year, but this is
largely dependent on the ability to obtain
,steel for the fabrication of the pipes.

Cement lining of pipes in situ: This work
is being carried out by contract and is neces-
sary to improve water supplies. The cement
lining also gives increased life to the pipes.
A sum of £20,000 has, been provided for the
work this year.

An amount of £80,000 has been set aside
for miscellaneous works dealing with water
supplies and these works, include the 30-inch
main from Mt. Tokine to Osborne Park and
to MNt. Lawley; also the 30-inch main from
Perth to Swan bourne. These works -Will be
mainly in the nature of laying reinforced
concrete pipes.

Mr. Hoar: I do not notice any estimate
here for the Bridgetown water supply.

The PREMIER: The bon. member had
better wait until I have finished.

M1r. Hoar: I am living in hope.

The PREMIER: A sum of £101,000 has
been set aside to meet recurring works for
this year in the nature of water service con-
nections, minor extensions and improvements,
and in the purchase and fixing of water
meters. All these works are an essential
part of the house-building programme, which
the Government is pushing ahead so
vigorously.

In regard to the sewerage and drainage
s~ection of the Metropolitan Water Supply
Department, provision has been made for
an expenditure of £C238,000. A. sum of
£15,000 is provided for minor sewerage ex-
tensions. This work is necessary largely on
account of new housing scheme projects. An
amount of £18,500 has been set aside to
flnance connections to properties under an
agreement for deferred payment. This
scheme is necessary to assist people who are
unable to meet the full cost of sewerage con-
nections once tbe area in which they live has
been sewered, and they are required to con-
nect.

North Fremantle Reticulation Area No. 1:
A small amount has been provided to comn-
plete this work wvhich is now ready for con-
nection.

Midland Junction Reticulation Area 'No. 1
in proceeding. Owing to the nature of the
ground, work can be carried out economically
only in the dry months of the year. Pro-
vision har, been made this year for a con-
tinuation of the work.
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Other works in progress, namely, at Vic-
toria Park, South Perth and Cottesloe, are
proceeding satisfactorily, and provision is
made for their continuance.

New works contemplated for this year are
sewerage connections at Cotteslee, South
Perth, East Perth, Fremantle, Victoria Park,
Nedlands and Claremont. These works are
necessary to provide sewerage facilities to
new housing projects.

Other items in the Loan Estimates which
call for comment arc as follows:

Proyision has been made for an increase in
the capital of the Rural and Indcustries Bank
of Z500.000. The progres; made by the bank
has been satisfactory, and it has been able
to take over a number of accounts guaranteed
by it on behalf of the aovernment to assist
various industries. The Commissioners feel
that, to safeguard the position of the bank,
it is desirable that the capital be increased
and provision has been made accordingly.

The Estimates for the State Housing
Commission include an amount of £750,000
for an increase in the capital of the Hous-
ing Commission,

Mr. Graham: What might that include?

The PREMIER: The purpose of this in-
crease is to enable the Commission to fin-
ance the purchase of *Commonwealth rental
homes for those tenants who arc eligible un-
der the State Housing Act, and who wish
to purchase the dwellings.

Under the heading of "Development of
Goldfields and Mineral Resources" provis-
ion is made for further expenditure of M,-r
000 on the Wundowie charcoal-iron furnace,
and it is hoped that this will complete the
capital expenditure on that work. The refin-
ery is now in operation and is proving sat-
isfactory. A ready sale is* taking place of
the pig-iron produced by the blast furnace,
and arrangements are being made for the
sale of the wood distillates, which will be
available from the refinery.

An amount of £75,000 is provided for
additional work on the State alunite indus-
try at Lake Campion. A. new process for
the extraction of salts from the alunite de-
posits is being investigated. The works
manager at Campion is 'now in South
America making inquiries, and, from re-,
ports received from him, the Government is
very 'hopeful that an inexpensive and highly

satisfactory method of extraction will be in-
stalled at Lake Campion. It is anticipated
that the new process will ensure the finan.-
cial success of the works.

For the development of agriculture £65,-
000 has been provided for the work on ahat-
toirs, mainly at Midland Junction; £51,000
has been provided for the continuation, of
the scheme of pine planting, and £150,000
for the purchase of the grain' distillery at
Collie.

Under "Sundry Provisions," the amiount
of £73,550 has been set aside for additional
capital for the State Saw 'Mills. This
amount is necessary to enable this under-
taking to develop fts new mill at Shannon
River.

An amount of £100,000 has been set
aside for the purchase of plant for the Plant
Engineer, and £167,000 has been provided
for the Wolshpool industries. This latter
amount is required to pay the Common-
wealth for the machinery taken over by the
State, which will be let to Chamberlains on
a rent-purchase basis.

That completes my survey of the Loan
Estimates for this year. As I said in my
opening remarks, the amount -involved is
considerable, but all the expenditure is nec-
essary for the proper development of thk
State.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise:- Have you a segrega-
tion of the figures, showing how much of
the Loan money 'will go outside of Australia
for the various purchases?

The PREMIER. Yes. I do not think
there will be much difficulty in providing
those figures though I do not think I have
them here. They can easily he obtained be-
cause, as the Leader of tbe Opposition
knows, we have had to send large sums out
of the country for electrical and railway
equipment. Those two departments are par-
ticularly concerned with impiartationS. It
is possible that the whole of the amount in-
eluded in the Estimates will not be spent,
due to the non-arrival of materials, hut, in
so far as the materials come forward, the
ivork will proceed,

Mr. Hoar: Money is more plentiful thanr
materials today!

The PRE"MIER: Yes. It depends upon
the class of materials, of course. *When the
programmes were considered by the Loan
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Council, it was felt that though they rep-
resented essential work it might not be pos-
sible to carry them out in their entirety.
The borrowing programme approved by the
Loan Council was, therefore, fixed at 77 per
cent. of the amount to be borrowed to fin-
ance the whole of the programme. It was
agreed that if any State was able to spend
tho whale of its programme, additional
mo~neys would be found to enable it to do

For the rehabilitation of our railway ser-
-vice, for the expansion of water supplies to
-country districts, and for the extension of
electricity supplies not only in the metro-
politan area but also in the South-West,
the State is faced with heavy capital expen-
diture over a number of years. Our State
economy is changing from one of essenti-
all y primary production to a more balanced
one of primary and secondary industries. To
enable us to enjoy the full fruits of that
more balanced economy, it is necessary that
we provide ourselves with the capital equip-
ment. The policy of the Government is to
push ahead as rapidly as possible with the

tdevelopmental work that it thinks is essen-
tial, and it is with this policy in view that I
mowv submit for the favourable consideration
of members the Estimates of Loan Expendi-
ture for 1949-50.

As to 1Beporting Praogress.

Hon. F. J. S. WISE: Mr. Deputy Chair-
man, I move--

That progress be reported and leave asked
to sit again on Wednesday, the 21st instant.

The 'MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
-would like to know, Sir, whether that is
entirely in order. I ask that becadse I do
not think there is any intention on the part
of the Government not to have another pri-
vate members' day. We bad mnuch debate on
that question last week.

Hon. F. J. S. WISE: This being a motion
for adjournmbnl I did not know whether
-you would anticipate -or permit debate, Mr.
Deputy Chairman, and therefore I did not
intrude, but I would like to know whether
you will permit debate hecause, if you will,
it is my intention to show the Chamber why
I am as-king for an adjournment until at
least Wednesday next.

The CHAIRMAN: No debate is permit-
ted on the hon. memher's, moticti.

Paint of Order.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise:- My 'difficulty is ob-
vious, It is customary for the Loan Esti-
mates to he adjourned for weeks and I have
bad the dates taken out for the respective
years over the past 10 years. I want to see
that the Government gives me a f air and
reasonable opportunity, in the light of what
it is forcing on this Chamber. I care not
when the debate is adjourned to, provided
the Government does not put it on the notice
paper for consideration tomorrow,

The Premier:- We will not do that.

committee Resumed.

Hon. F. J. S. WISE: In that ease I ask
leave to withdraw my motion,.

Motion, by leave, withdrawn.

Hon. F. J. S. WISE: I move:-
That progress be reported.

M otion put and passed; progress re-
ported..,

AiNNUAL, ESTIMATES, 1949-50.

In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the 13th September; Mr.
Hill in the Chair.

Vote-Depirtment of Industrial Develop-
ment, £52,040 (partly considered):

lb

MR. TRIAT (Mt. Magnet) [3.40]: In
dealing with the Department of Industrial
Development I would like to ask the Minis-
ter for an explanation regarding the experi-
mints and investigations made into our
native shrubs for the purpose of obtaining
drugs. One other point I would like to dis-
cuss is fuel technology.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: Do not speak on the
items.

Mr. TRIAT: No.TD These are Matters I
desire to discuss on the general Vote. mri
two years ago I helieve the Government
agreed to make an investigation into West-
ern Australian shrubs for the purpose of
aseeTtnining if they contained any medicinal
drugs or drugs of any value. The idea of
the whole thing originated in my electorate.
The constable stathrned at Yaleoo submitted
statements to the Government authorities.
These statements were to the effect that
natives in the district for some time past
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had been able- to cure themselves, or sup-
posedly so, of many ailments thich were
causing concern to the medical fraternity.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise:- They were supposed
to have cured cancer-

Mr. TRIAT: They were supposed to have
,cured themselves of several diseases, includ-
ing cancer. One native suffered from a can-
4cerous tongue and he 'was seat away to hos-
pital-I believe it was Dalwallinu. He
understood English anct heard the hospital
-authorities discussing an operation to re-
move his tongue. This apparently aid not
suit the native and he disappeared overnight
and went bush. The police endeavoured to
find him but were unable to do so. They
still desired to give this man medical treat-
ment. However, he was absent for some
time but eventually turned up in Yalgoo.
The constable in charge of the station there
took him in charge and made an examination
of his mouth. The constable found that the
tongue was completely cured. Whether the
native was suffering from a cancerous
tongue or raft I do not know Vut his tongue
was badly scarred.

When -questioned the native told the police-
man that he had obtained the shrub, which
cured him.. from the bush in the Mlurchison
area. As a result of that investigations were
:made and I believe the constable was given
three months' leave of absence for the
purpose. I understand that he obtained
36 different specimens of shrubs which, ac-
cording to the natives, contained medicinal
properties. That happened two and a half
years ago and a certain sum of money has
been expended but up to the present no in-
formation has been given either to the public*
or to Parliament. I trust that the Minister
when he replies, will tell the Chamber the
result of those investigations.

I listened attentively to the member for
Northam when he spoke on the question of
Wundowie iron. I was very interested when
this scheme was first commenced ,,and I hoped
that same further move would be made in
the production of iron-ore for the setting
up of heavy industries in Western Australia.
I realise that Wundowie iron was the first
step in that direction but, after all, a con-
,siderable time has elapsed and still nothing
.has been done other than the produc-
tion of pig-iron at Wundowie. It is obvious
to anybody who under'tands the production
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of pig-iron that that iron is the concentrated
form of iron-ore. The iron obtained at
Wundowie goes about 30 or 40 per cent. and
after proce-ising by charcoal heating the per-
centage of, iron rises to 85 to 90 per cent.

This iron can be used in fabrication only
if it is carried a faurther step forward. It
must be processed further before it can be
used for heavy industries and the production
of pig-iron will not assist our heavy indus-
tries to. any extent. The Government, or its
technical officers, have not made any pro-'
gress in endeavouring to ascertain whether
Western Australia can proceed with that
further step forward. In this State we have
all the requirements for the production of
iron and eventually steel. We have what we
consider, and what is consi 'dered by the ex-
perts, to be some of the best iron-ore in any
part of the world. It is accessible and there
is a decpwater jetty right alongside. I am
referring to Koolan Island where there are
millioxo and millions of tons of iron-ore.
The adjacent island-Cockatoo Island-has
been taken over by Broken Hill Pty. Ltd.,
and that iron-o-re is shipped all the way
round Australia to Newcastle to be treated.

Sitting suspended from 3.45 to 4.00 p.m.

Mr. TRL4T: I was remarkine on the atti-
tude of the Broken Hill Pty. Ltd. in obtain-
ing iron-ore from Cockatoo Island and ship-
ping it to Newcastle to convert it into not
pig-iron but steel. So the greater portion
of the iron-ore on that island is of suffi-
ciently high grade to -warrant the Broken
Hill Pty. Ltd., going to all that expense and
trouble. If we desired to use the iron-ore
at Koolan Island we have a very much
shorter distance totransport it. But unless
we conduct a search into the use of coke
and charcoal in this State we will have no
hope of establishing a steel industry. I saw
in the Press quite recently that flussia with
all her great quantities of high-grade, coal
had eonbidered it advisable to make research
into the use of low-grade coal to convert it
into metallurgical coke. An article appeared
in the Press a few days ago stating that an
expert had left Russia for America with the
idea of processing low-grade coat into coke
and he considers that it can be done suc-
cessfully.

During some experiments tat 'Midland
Junction Workshops with.- Western Aus-
tralian coal, metallurgical coke had been pro-
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duced, not with a view to using it at the
time but purely to ascertain whether high-
grade coke could be obtained. If that can
be done with a plant that is not manu-
factured for the production of high-grade
coke, surely the production of such coke can
be firmly established with a plant that is
specially made for the purpose. The Broken
Hill Pty. Ltd., converts coal into coke by a
vertical retort, but in the United States of
America a horizontal retort is used wbere the
thickncm is much less according to the quan-
tity of coal, and by these means low-grade
coal has been satisfactorily converted into
coke.-

Those are things to which Western Aus-
tralia would be well advised to turn its at-
tention. If we can produce coke in Western
Australia then we can definitely produce
steel b-y the open-hearth furnace principle
which is commonly used throughout the
world. The production of charcoal-iron has
been dropped in almost every country for
.several reasons. One of the reasons is that
it eventually depletes the forests and an-
other reason is that it has insufficient beating
capacity to convert pig-iron into steel. So
countries that have the correct fuel have
definitely gone in for the use of either coke,
gas or electricity. We in Western Australia
have produced steel by electricity. The pro-
duction of steel by electrification methods
has been successfully done by a firm at
Guildford. At present, however, electricity
is too costly in Western Australia for it to
he used in any industry on an economic basis,
but we have coal in abundant quantities and
if we spend some money to obtain coke then
we will have the advantage of possessing the
best iron-ore and the b$p fluxes that are
required to produce steel.

Sooner or later we will have to produce
steel or we will remain in the same position ats
we are today, which was only too Clearly
emphasised by the-Premier a few moments
ago when be said that we are buying rails
ovcrsea. at double the cost of the Australian
article. How long are we to continue pur-
chasing oversea at double the prive the Aus-
tralian article will cost? Why cannot wve
produce our requirements within Western
Australia? It is only' a matter of research,
and I am confident it can be done. We
have the men and the materials. The money
is amply available. All that is requisite is
the will to do it and the httempt to be

made. I am given to understand that a
propositiob was put up-not to the present
Government, but to its predecessors in of-
fice-suggesting that for round about
£20,000, the production of iron-ore into pig-
iron and subsequently to steel, could be
undertaken successfully. The Proposition
was placed before the Department of In-
dustrial Development, which was not pre-
pared to incur an expenditure of £20,000
to ascertain whether the statement was right
or wrong. What is the expenditure of
£:20,000, when it is a question of proving
whether Western Australia can produce
steel?

The Minister for Industrial Development:
When did that take place?

Mr. TRTAT: In 1946, I understand. The
whole proposition was drawn up and placed
before the Government, but the Department
of Industrial Development .turned it down.
The authorities there said it could not be
done. The department did not know whether
or not it could be done. The man who

-submitted the proposals was confident it
could be done at a cost of not more than
£C20,000, but no attempt 'was made to give
effect to his suggestion. I think we missed
an opportunity ,there. Had we been able
to establishi a small rolling mill, some-
thing could have been done although I
know what would have been turned out
would have consisted only of steel- bars,
flat or round, of a diameter 9f one
inch. Even with an expenditure of not
more than £C20,000, the production would
have been considerable and the guaranteed
price, I understand, would not have ex-
c-veded that of the Newcastle product. At
any rate, I do not think the coi't of pro-
duction would have been much more than
that experienced in the Eastern States.

I am also given to understand that an-
other proposition was brought forward for
the utilisattion of gas in the refining1 of
iron-ore and converting it to pig-iron and
finally to steel. I believe that Proposition
was also fairly sound. The claim made was
that with the use of half a ton of Collie coal,
one ton of pig-iron could have been pro-
duced. At no very excessive eost, the plant
could be converted to admit of the use of
gas. While I was in Newcastle five
or six years ago, I inspected some
of the works there and was amazed
at what I saw. I noticed that gas
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was extensively used, particularly in
the soaking pit where the ingots of iron or
steel were put and soaked to white heat
before being put through the roller mills.
That was all done by gas, not by coke or
coal. I honestly believe that the sugges-
tion of this engineer is sound and it shopid
be given consideration.

A matter that affects the whole Com-
monwealth is the supply of oil. Our news-
papers are filled with arguments for and
against the Commonwealth Government's
attitude to the restriction on the use or
the rationing of petrol. I know nothing
about the sources from -which petrol
is being obtained, but I presume the Com-
monwealth Government would be only too
anxious to supply the people of the Com-
monwealth with petrol if it could be had.
But petrol is obtainable here, there is no
doubt about that, if we have sufficient
money to buy it. Our trouble seems to be
lack of dollars.

Mr. Styants;: It is very difficult to get
petrol in the metropolitan area.

2Mr. TRIAT: Yes, as I know from my
own experience. But we can obtain petrol
fromt uur owui resource? in this State. It is
only by my reading on the subject that I
know this. Mr. Curnow, who represents
a large steel company in America, was in
this State a few years ago-he now lives
in Sydney-and lent some of my friends
books dealing with the production of pet-
rol from low-grade coal. I have mentioned
the matter in this Chamber before; it is
not new. As the situation is so Serious
today, however, I ask the Minister whether
he has given consideration to it. I 'know
the Premier is interested in this question
of petrol supply. The technical book that
I read dealt extensively with the produc-
tiont of petrol in Germany during the war
from 1943 onwards. We all know that
Germany has no oil wells; she had to ob-
tain all her supplies outside her borders.
We also know that she fought the whole
world with meehanised weapons on the
land, in the air and on and under the sea,
and without heavy oils and petrol she could
not have fought for more than a month.

When Russia entered the war Germany's
last source of petrol supply was cut off.
Even so, she kept the whole world at bay.
She did niot buy supplies in sterling or

dollar areas. She converted her own natu-
ral resources into oil and petrol. She even
manufactured high octane petrol for use
in aeroplanes. She got her petrol from the
lowest-grade coal, known in Germany as
broken coal. I am given to understand
that in other countries it is called peat.
It has not even been converted into coal
but is only in process of being converted.
From that low-grade coal Germany was
able to obtain all the petrol she required
for her army, navy and air force to con-
tinue the war for another two years. - From
the book which I read that petrol cost Ger-
many 15 cents per gallon, or 71 2d. in As-
tralian currency. If it was possible for Ger-
many to do that, surely we can do it! The
formula is available to any nation that
took part in the tar against Germany.
Why should not Westera Australia en-
deavour to obtain it?

Why should we not ask the Common-
wealth to join forces -with -us in this mat-
tedl We have immense quantities of coal,
superior to that which Germany used, in
the deposits at Itwin River and Eradu.
Millions of tons are lying iale there and
yet we are? lookin9 for petrol supplies in
Western Australia, That is a job for the
officers of the Department of Industrial
Development. They should go into the
question of obtaining the formula and as-
certaining whether our coal can be con-
verted, as coal is in other countries, for
this purpose. We should endeavour to
obtain financial assistance from the Com-
monwealth Government qad the services of
experts from countries that have already
produced oil from coal. I believe we can
secure those experts. But not a move has
been made in this direction. I am amazed
on reading the Estimates for this depart-
ment to find that practically nothing was
provided for this purpose last year nor is
any provision made this -year. lihat a
sorry state of affairs!t The Government
should let the Committee know its inten-
tions -with respect to obtaining necessary
commodities which we cannot get in. the
State and which we cannot import unless
we have the necessary hard currency, called
dollars. It is regrettable that the Minister,
when introducing his Estimates for this
department, displayed no interest in this
matter. I do not blame him personally,
as perhaps the fault lies with his officers.
I believe he had nothing to do with it, lint
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it would appear that his officers have not
sufficient interest to ask for the provision
of money for research into matters such
as this.

The Government would be well advised
to make provision for investigating the con-
version of iron-ore into steel in this State.
It is not an impossibility. The process is
not secret. It can be employed in any
civilised country, indeed, in uncivilised
countries. We beard the Premier say today
that steel was being obtained from Japan.
Where -does Japan get her ore? She tried
to get ore from Western Australia but was
refused. She has no ore of her own, yet
she can manufacture steel. It is appalling
to think that Western Australia should
send to Japan for steel. We ourselyes
should be exporting it, not importing it
from a coun try like Japan at probably
double the price we ought to pay for it.
We pull up old railways in our State. One
was pulled up in my district after it had
been laid for 20 years for the purpose of
utilising the rails elsewhere in the State,
and they were worn out. We can make
rails in Western Australia. We have al-
most unlimited supplies of iron-ore and
manganese, -which is an alloy for making
hard steel. We, also have all the fluxes
we require in the limestone hills on our
seacoast. Yet -we import steel from Japan
and other eountries! I would not object
to this were it not that we could manu-
facture it here.

The Honorary Minister for Supply and
Shipping: There is no la9bour for produc-
tion.

Mr. TRIAT: We have the labour. This
cry of "no labour" is overdone.

The Honorary Minister for Supply and
Shipping: Tell us how we can manufacture
it.

-Mr. TRIAL: I wilt tell the Honorary
Minister. A gentleman in my district wanted
two men to erect fences around a stockyard
on his station at Sandstone and he wrote
asking me to send Baits or Italians. I rang
up the department controlling the supply
labour and told the officer what I wanted.

ec said, "What about Britishers?" I -re-
plied, "Yesz, why?3" He said. " I have more
men available than jobs." That is the posi-
tion in Western Australia.

The Honorary Minister for Supply and
Shipping: Steel is produced in the Eastern
States, which are on a 60 per cent. produc-
tion because sufficient labour is not available.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: There will be
ample labour available after the next elec-
tion.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!
Mr. TRIAT: We should ascertain

whether we have people of sufficient intel-
ligence in this State to produce iron and
steel. We are producing iron at Wundowie,
but that is only the first step in the produe-
lion of steel. If we have not experts avail-
able in our midst tben let us seek for theni
oversen. Let us see whether we cannot pro-
duce oil from coal as suc~essfully as Ger-
many did. Let the Preiflier at the next Pre-
mniers' Conference ask the Prime Minister
whether be is prepared to assist Western
Australia to produce petrol from her own
coal. If it could be done in Germany it can
be done here. Australia has a population of
7,000,000 or 8,000,000, but Germany re-
quired petrol for a population of 80 ,0 0 0,r
000 while fighting a world war.

The Honorary Minister for Supply and
Shipping: It was tried in New South Wales
before World War IS and it was not a suc-
cess.

Mr. TRIAT: It was a success -in Ger-
many. I do not know what was done ia flew
South Wales.
'Th Honorary Minister for Supply and

Shipping: New South Wales had a German
scientist, I know.

Mr. TRIAT: German scientists during
the war produced enough petrol. for the
fighting forces of Germany for years. There
can he no argument on that score. The for-
mula is available to any nation that teok
part in the war against Germany and there-
fore we should be able to get it. If the
Prime Minister of Australia is prepared to
spend Money, I am con3fident that Australia
will not require one gallon of petrol to be
imported from either sterling or dollar.
areas. If we were a country without coal I
would say we would have to do something
else, but we have an abundance of coal.
Statements are made by responsible officers
of the "Mines Department that there is more
coal in the Collie district than in the whole
of western Europe, including Germany. Yet
we endeavour to send away for petrol. from
outside Australia. That is ridiculous!
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What would occur to this country if war
broke out tomorrow; if through some un-
foreseen circumstances something happened
in the Near East? What would be the posi-
tion of Australia in regard to petrol in that
event?9 We would find that we would have
no petrol at all; no motorcars would be
running; nothing would be in operation
which required the use of petrol-unless we
could get supplies from somewhere oversen.
What a position to be in! The very life of
Australia depends1 upon the country pro-
ducing from its own materials essential re-
quirements for transport purposes;, and
petrol is one of them. I hope the Minister
will tell us what action has been taken by
the Government or what action it proposes
to take-if not on its own, then with the
Assistance of the Commonwealth-to ob-
tain from our own resources such commodi-
ties as those of which I have spoken-iront,
steel and petrol.

MR. NEEDHAM (Perth) [4.22]: This
department is one of the most interesting
in the yearly Estimates. I -have been closely
watching its work ever since its establish-
ment -by a Lahour Government in 1930. It
was refreshing to hear the Minister, when
introducing 'te Estimates, give an account
of its progress and of the' advance we are
making in the establishment of secondary
industries which, after all, are a very im-
portant part in our economy. It is a long
time since the horse-and-buggy days and we
must get away from horse-and-buggy think-
ing, from the idea that we can develop this
vast territory simply by primary production.
It is essential that we should encourage and
develop our secondary industries. We have
the raw materials and the skill. We need
only the will to develop those industries.

I was struck with that part of the Mi 'nis-
ter's speech which referred to the attitude of
the Commonwealth Government in refusing
to assist by the loan of dollars in the estab-
lishiment of a steel industry. That attitude
is penny wise and pbund foolish. Unfortun-
ately we are told that the dollar situation
will remain as it is for some yeirs; and
I hope the Minister will continue to make
.keen representations to the Commonwealth
Trea surer to see if he will change his mind
and give this State the assistance required.

It is refreshing to note the progress made
in the enterprises at Chandler and Wun-
dowie, a progress accomplished in spite of
the very caustic, criticism which was levelled
against them in the early stages-and not
only criticism from outside-which prophe-
sied failure. There was a very grave doubt
in the mind oft the present Government as
to the ultimate success of those enterprises,
but tim e has removed that doubt and the
progress made has certainly justified the
action of the Labour Government in estab-
lishing the industries.

We are, and have been for some time, on
the verge of inflation; and if we are suc-
cessfully to combat it, 'we will have to in-
crease our production, fully develop our
natural resources, and encourage secondary
industries. One of the best ways to cbimbat:
the danger of inflation is by an expenditlqre
on the development of industries. So far
as this department is concerned, I think we
have a great deal -to be thankful for in the
enthusiasm of the previous Minister "f~r
Works, the member for Northam, who was
the means of initiating it and who did a lot
of work to establish it on sound lines. The
present Mini4er is not lacking in enthusi-
asm for the encouragement of secondary in-
dustries. I think the State also owes a debt
of gratitude to leading business men in
Western Australia who have given their
time and experience as members' of the
Council of Industrial Development.

In recent times we have heard about the
effects of the 40-hour week on production.
It is claimed in certain quarters that the 40-
hour week has been the means of decreasing
the output per man, hbut that is not correct.
We have infdtrmation from very reliable
authorities that the increase in -the output
per worker since the establishment of the
40-hour week has been 121/2 per cent. I
have a statement here by represenitatives of
that section of the community which criti-
cises the 40-hour week and contends that it
has been the means of reducing output. This
is the' statement-

"National production has been retarded by
continued reluctance to work, and by con-
tinued organised industrial unrest,0"'~ acting
president Associated Chamber of Manufac-
turers, Mr. Bunter said this 'week.

"With the completion of the first year of
the 40'hour week the worst fears of employers
have proved to be Correct. Costs and prices
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have increased and no overall improvement in
production, as claimed would be the case by
its protagonists, has occurred.

''There is a kind of sour irrationality and
selfishness abroad in this country today, and
a cynicism which is unhealthy in a democracy.
Pestilent as they are, subversive agents are
not our ounly enemies. The immediate danger
comes from people who do not honourably ap-
plyv themselves to their work and bare ceased
to take pride in doing it well and faithfully.''

I asr ree that anyone guilty of that kind of
conduct is ill-serving the country. But my
experience is that there are very few people
who fail to do a fair day's work for a fair
day's pay. Another important question is
that concerning the efficiency of management
and machinery.

Mr. Reynolds: A very important factor.

Mr. NEEDHAM: No matter how hard an
employee works, if there is not efficient super-
vision and machinery the output cannot be
up to the standard required. Dealing with
the-question of the output per man, I notice
that Professor Copland had this to say on
the subject:-

Real production per man in Australia has
not fallen, but has increased by 12.5 per cent.
since before the war.

The 40-hour -week was referred to in the
Federal Arbitration Court in the claim for
an increased basic wage. The advocate for
the workers was Mr. Evans, and I quote now
from the following newspaper report-

.Mr. Evans handed to the Court a summary
of an address by a Professor D. Copland, Vice-
Chancellor of the National University at Can-
berra, on production in the Australia. post-
war economy. He said that Professor Cop-
land, using a formula, had said that there
had been an. increase of about 121,4. per eent.
in the real output per am.

Mr. Evans said that be challenged Professor
Copland 's arithmetic. On his own formula this
figure should be 21.6 per cent. Judge Kelly
said that he agreed with Mr. Evans 's figure.

That is a definite statement by the Chief
Judge of the Commonwealth Arbitration
Court, and he should be in a position to
know whether or not the production per man
has decreased or increased since the ineep-
tion of the 40-hour week. I look upon his
statement as a complete answer to the act-
ing president of the Associated Chamber of
Manufacturers. I have another cutting from
the "West Australian Worker," dated April
last, as follows:-

Only the Melbourne "Age" published a
frank statement by leading industrial consult-
ant W. D. Scott, who put the onus squarely
on management to make the 40-hour week
work. He said: ''The answer to the 40-hour
week lies much more in the hands of manage-
ment than of labour, not in complaints, but in
more efficient methods of production.

Mr. Scott Pointed out that 50 years ago
58 hours was the average working week. In-
dustry did not then produce as much as today.
Management must again move with the times.
Mr. Scott said that Ausv~alian industry had
improved little in the last 20 years.

If there is any lag in production as a
result of the 40-hour week-and I do not
admit there is-then the management of our
leading industries must take the responsi-
bilitv for not having up-to-date machinery.
During recent yearsoa great deal of foreign
capital has been invested in Australia, and
capital from abroad has been invested in
various industries in nearly every State.
That shows a great deal of confidence on the
part of those people. There was a time not
long a-go when the Press informed the people
that w~ith Labour in power industry could
not prosper and that capital would flee the
country. That has not been the case for
many years, although there have been Lab-
our Governments in both State and Federal
spheres. I have here an extract from "The
West Australian" of the 11th January, 1949,
which reads as follows:

Capital Issues.

Excluding company debenture issues and
sonic borrowings by public utilities, new capi-
tal for industry by public subscription in Aus-
ttalia last year amounted to the record total
of £38,737,000. The principal investment
field was manufacturing, which absorbed
£14,'326,000. Even when allowance is made
for the reduced purchasing power of money,
the amount raised was much in excess of the
£6,366,000 found in 1939.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise called attention to the
state of the Committee.

Bells rung and a quorum formed.

Mr. NEEDHAM: The extract continues-

A really effective comparison between the
two periods would depend, however, on dif-
ferences in bank lending policy. Nevertheless,
in two years Australian investors have found
more than £60,000,000 for industry in its
various forms. The raising of much of this
money was, no doubt, deferred during the
war but a good deal of it will be needed to
finance new industrial development.
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Those facts completely destroy the old idea
that if Labour is in charge of the destiies
of the nation capital will flee from it. An-
other reference, which I think is appropriate
to the matter we are now debating, is to the
action of the Commonwealth Government
in earmarking a certain amount of money
in anticipation of whet we know as a de-
pression, hut what our American friends
have now termed a recession. The Federal
Treasurer, Mr. Chifley, has put aside a con-
siderable amount of money, which will come
in useful in the event of a slump again over-
taking this country. Let us hope that does
not occur, but I feel we would be over-opti-
mistic to think that at some time in the near
,future we might not again find ourselves
in the throes of depression. I re-echo,
the hope that that will not occur, but it
would he foolish for us not to be prepared
for it. Our experience of the 1930's should
warn us to be ready for anything in the shape
of an industrial depression. I have a fur-
ther extract from "The West Australian"'
dated the 22nd August, 1949. It is headed
"National Works Reserve in Case of Slump,"
and reads as follows:

Canberra, Aug. 21.-The national works re-
serve was now large enough to cause confid-
encei that if a slump hit Australia there would
be useful jobs to provide employment, the
Prime Minister (Mr. Chificy) said last night.

Mr. Ohifley Said that the reserve Wag~ larger
than ever. 'Two years ago the value of works
in it was £358,000,000. A year ago it was
£569,000,000. Now, partly as a -result of ris-
ing costs, it bad reached E743,OD,00OD and
nearly half of this was work which could go
ahead at short notice. Mr. Chiflay was mak-
ing his 50th broadcast "Report to the Na-
tion." Hie said that the national works pro-
gramame consisted of plans for schools, hos-
pitals, houses, roads, irrigation works, railway
works and power stations which the Govern-
ment would seek to begin promptly if a. de-
pression aud unemployment again hit Austra-
lia. The idea was that if investment by pri-
vate enterprise fell off, public enterprise
should step in to fill tbe gap and maintain
employment and income. It Australia was
put to the test again the National Works
Council was determined that Governments
should not again. add to the tragic waste of
the greatest national nssetr-thc daily work of
the citizen. All the plans in the reserve were
for genuine developmental projects which
would add to the strength and efficiency of
Australia's economic machine. State totals
of the programme were-. New South Wales,
£275,000,000; Victoria, £147,000.000; Queens-
land, £69,000,000: South Australia, £80,00-
0110; Western Australia. E31,000.000 and
Tasmania, £24,000,000. Commaonwealtb works

tota]Ied £119,000,000. The works involved were
mainly for the building, construction and en-
gineering industries. If these industries could
be kept busy and, if necessary, expanded, seri-
ous unemployment should not occur in other
trades aind occupations. Mr. Chifley said tbnt
it had been decided to concentrate on making
sure that ail plans were increasingly hrought
into readiness for immnediate use and that they
would not be held up by shortages of labour
and materials. Arrangements had now been
made for a special study of the extent to
which bottlenecks could be met and of bow
they might be broken.

We see, from that, that the Federal Labour
Government of today is determined that
Australia will not go through the horrors
of another depression and, furthermore, that
no Government of any State will be called
upon to do what G-overnments had to do
during the depression of the 1930's; namely,
just to provide employment in order to
keep men going, though much of that work
was not reproductive, employing men and
giving them a dole that panned. out at Is.
per head per day.

I would interpolate here that, bad though
that depression was, it would have been con-
siderabl-y modified and minimised had the
proposal of the Seullin Labour Government
been adopted in 1030. That Government had
a large majority in the House of Repre-
sentatives, but was in the minority in the
Senate.' Anticipating considerable 'unema-
ploymnent because of the economic conditions
that had hit Australia, that Government pat
through a Bill and then sent it up to the
Senate. That Bill was for a fiduciary loan
of £E20,000,000 with the object of setting in
motion public works in the various States
to cope with the unemployment problem.
However, the Senate did not agree to the
Bill. That Chamber in those days was con-
trolled by what was known as the National
Liberal Party led by ex-Senator Sir George
Pearce. For many months the Senate
played cat-and-mouse with that Bill and
eventually rejected it.

The Scullin Labour Ministry of that day
tried to do something, iii a small -way I will
admit compared with what the Chifley Gov-
erinment is doing, hut nevertheless it was
something. If that £20,000,000 had been
agreed to by the Senate the volume of un-
employgment in the 1930's would not have
been as great as it was during those years
when one in every four of our men was
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unemployed. That fact illustrates the fore-
sight and long view taken by Labour
Ministries who have been in charge of the
Commonwealth Government. They have en-
deavoured to foresee problems that might
arise and I trust that the conditions of
unemployment such as existed in those days
will not occur again. Because of the.Chifley
Labour Government we now possess a sense
of security and if a depression does hit
Australia we will not have the spectre of
unemploymnent that we had in 1930.

HON. r. j. S. WIBE (Gascoyne) [4.52]:
There are one or two items to which I wish
to address myself in connection with this.
Vote, and they -refer to industries of very
great importance--both potential and in
reality-to Western Australia. Both these
items were mentioned by the Minister during
the introduction of his Estimates. . I refer
firstly to the position in which Brasserts Ltd.
now find themselves through their inability.
to obtain the dollars required to pay for
certain technical advice from America. As
members know, the Governm~ut of which I
was a member had a lot to do with the en-
couragement of A attempts to obtain over-
sea capital to permit our own iron and steel
industry, and steel rolling mills, to he set
up. For instance, it -was with the authority
over my signature that Air. Curnow at-
tempted hi interest some Americans. He was
assured by the Government that every faci-
lity and assistance would bp made available
to him should he succeed. Brasserts Ltd.
now find that in order to obtain an Ameri-
can adviser to inspect their interests on
Roolan Island and to prepare plans for
development, it will-cost them, I understand,
£12,500 sterling, and for which the requisite
dollars are necessary.

The MXinister for Industrial Development:
It is £50,000 of which we find half. Half
of that in American dollars.

Hon, F. J. S. WISE: Ye;, hut I unde-r-
stand that Brasserts share in their applica-
tion to the Prime Ministdr is £12,500 and
£25,000 in all with the State contribution.

The Minister for Industrial Development:
That is so. I think they are coming in any
event.

Hon. F. J. S. WISE: I am very heartened
to hear that because I know that the Com-
monwealth Treasury had a definite objection

to the provision of dollars tar the payment
to Americans who demanded high fees for
plans and reports. America has the name
for charging exorbitant rates for plans and
reports. Some Americans have been paid
fortunes by Colonial interests int different
parts of the British Commonwealth in order
to furnish those interests with reports upon
which development can be based. TJnfor-
tunately, Brasserts Ltd. have found them-
selves in that position and to get an up-to-
date authority to advise them requires a
dolfar expenditure which Australia cannot
find. Therjfore, I am heartened to know,
fromt the interjection of the Ministeti, that
they may come even without the dollar guar-
antee being p~id before they leave America.

The oniy other point I wish to raise is in
connection with the whaling industry. The
Minister for Industrial Development may
remember a question I asked of the 'Minister
for Fisheries some weeks ago. That ques-
tion drew attention to the Cabinet decision
of a previous Government to agree to sub-
sidise with Government money or the State
to become a partner with Government
money, either with private interests or with
the Commonwealth in the development of a
large whaling activity on our coast, even
if it involved factory-ship whaling or land-
base whaling. The recent Commonwealth
action in having its officers examine many
points on our coast and ultimately deciding
upon Babbage Island, is one to which a lot
of attention will very shortly be drawn. I
believe those officers inspected very Many
sites including'areas on Dirk HEartog Island.
.A11 the sites were turned 'down for vary-
ing reasons, but particularly because of the
inaccessibility and lack of water supplies.
The whales which pass from south to north
during tbis season of the year, every year,
were intercepted in two successive Years,
1937 and 1938, by the "Frango" and the
"Uysses," which operated just outside Ber-
nier Island, not far from Carnarvon.

Members will recall the introduction in
this Chamber of a Bill, which I brought
down, to make sure that we would obtain
some royalty, on a barrel basis, from those
Americans and Norwegians at that time. The
Commonwealth coming into the whaling
l isiness on this side of Australia affords
us an opportunity to give the fullest con-
sideration. to the proposal of a former Gov-
ernment to join with the Commonwealth in
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this venture. The Commonwealth opinions
are soundly based, and it would seem that
there is little doubt that while the price of
whale oil keeps anywhere near the present
vicinity, there is vast wealth to be produced,
in our own waters, from this industry.

The Minister for Industrial Development:
I believe the oil is Particularly difficult to
market just at present.

Hon. F. J. S. WISE: According to Mr.
Bowes, with whom I had a conversation
during his visit here, it is anticipated that
there will be, as in the case of wool, aceer-
tamn decline in price, hut with the world
position for fats, which is well-known to
most members in this Chamber, whaling
can be a profitable industry for many
years. It is based on the anticipation that
over a ten-year term the Commonwealth
Government thinks it is worth while spend-
ing even millions in that industry. That
being so, .the two things that emerge
and give me concern are whether this
State should be an active partner with the
Commonwealth in the venture, and sec-
ondly whether this State has, either
through the Industrial Development De-
portment or the Fisheries Department,
interested itself in the site the Common-
wealth has chosen. I am unaware whether
that is so.

The Minister for Industrial Develop-
ment: I think you missed my remarks on
that the other vening.

Hon. F. J. S. WISE: NYo, I was in the
Chamber, Mr. Chairman. My concern is
that-although I know that the Chief
Inspector of Fisheries is in association
with the Commonwealth officers-I do not
know his association with them in the con-
sideration 6f data they have collected and
in the preparation of the report that has
gone forward to the Commonwealth Min-
ister, Mr. Pollard. If they are quite
separate and have not the endorsemezit of
either of our two State departments, it
could be that sonic harm could be done
to a small town such as Carnarvon if an
equally suitable site could be obtained with
all the objectionable features removed.
From that angle I hope, therefore, that
serious consideratibn will be given by the
Government to ensuring that the closest
collaboration, as far as collaboration can

be obtained because I know how difficult
it is to work in with people who wish to
act alone-

The Attorney General: I think the Com-
monwealth Government is not anxious to
collaborate.

Hon. F. J. S. WISE: The Commonwealth
Government is acting :alone; is that the
point?7

The Attorney General: Yes.

lion. F. J. S. WISE: That is may fear.
From the outline given by the Minister the
o ther evening I assume there was no
collaboration at the p6int when the report
was prepared. If that -be so, it might
easily happen that a serious mistake might
be made. Therefore, the strongest pres-
sure should be exerted, local opinions
should be pressed and State influence
should be used, to ensure that the industry
wvill be a success wherever the' site is
ultimately to be. Also, although the site
selected ensures success for the industry,
if it is to create a serious disturbance and
a nuisance the matter should be decided
before it is too late. That is my concern,
and I am sure the two Ministers in whose
departments the interests lie, which in-
terests are dovetailed in such matters, will
insist that the State Government be con-
sulted as to the site to ensure that the
right thing is being done. MY only pur-
pose in rising to speak was to express my
views on that matter.

THE MINISTER FPOR INDUsTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT (Hon. A. P. Watts-
Katanning-in reply) [5.3]: In dealing
with the last speech first, I would say in
reply to the Leader of the Opposition that
I have discussed with the Director of In-
dustrial Development over a considerable
period the question of where the Common-
wealth Government is likely to found, if it
does found, a whaling industry. I think I
am right in saying that there is no stage
in the proceedings at which he hi not been
Closely in touch with the Commonwealth
officers, endeavouring to convince them that
there are more suitable places than the one
mentioned in this debate. As recently as
Tuesday last, he told me he has not up to
date been encouraged by the reception given
to him by the Commonwealth authorities,
and it was because of that opinion, if I re-
member aright, that he said the matter
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would have to he taken up on a higher level.
It was not until recently that the Common.
wvealth made a comparatively definite state-
mnent as to where it proposes to go. It is

the opinion of the Director-and I think he
knows a good deal about this matter-that
thcib are equally suitable places from the
point of view of'water supply, harbour fa-
cilities and whale catching, as the one pro-
posed, and certainly those places are not
open to the objections which can he raised,
and properly raised, against the selection
of the other site. So I think from that
aspect the Leader of the Opposition may
rest assured that we do not propose to al-
low a start to be made without raising our
voices as loudly as possible.

In nmy remarks about Mlessrs. Brasserts
Ltd,, when I introduced these Estimates
last Tuesday, I think I said I had received
information only that day that they were
coming~ here, whether dollars were available
or not. I think there is no question what-
ever that they are not only anxious, hut I
am optimistic enough to believe that they
are determined, to start a new industry in
Western Australia. I am convinced that
their reason for earning here is not merely
to investigrate with a view to finding reasons
to tarn the proposition down, but to investi-
gate with a view to establishing, as they must
establish if they are to obtain a return for
their investment of a substantial sum-
which does not amount to thousands of
pounds but millions-an industry which will
be a copperplate investment. I have never
been so optimistic for the establishment of
industry in Western Australia as I am at
present. I sincerely hope that that optimism,
which I have taken a long time to reach, is
not mistaken.

I would say to the member for Mt. Mag-
net, who I think in his remarks said that
steel production was only a matter of re-
search, that I know it is a great deal more
than that. For one thing, I think steel be-
gets steel. In other words, it is impossible,
to erect premises, factories, machinery and
plant necessary for the production of steel
unless there are extremely large supplies of
steel to draw upon for that purpose. One
cannot, by waving a wa-nd or some other in-
strumnent, produce the varied and heavy
equipment, let alone premises, which are
required for the conversion of iron-ore into
steel by whatever process may be used. Nor

is it a matter of saying, "We will do it
today," and having it ready in six or seven
months' time. As is well known, in calculat-
ing the time when production can he started,
we must allow two or three years in present
conditions. So, for the hon. member to sug-
gest-although I know his sincerity in this
matter is unquestionable-that this produc-
tion should be in operation at present would
be impracticable even if it had been possible
to commence the work two years ago. As
I have said, and I am prepared to repeat,
I feel more optimistic now about the pos-
sibilities of this venture than I have ever
been since I had anything to do with it, or
since I have been a 3iknister. I hope, as I
said before, that that optimism will not be
misplaced.

The question of the method by which steel
should be produced, the member for Mt.
Magnet will remember, was referred to by
me when 1 introduced these Estimates. I said
that consequent upon the agreement made
with Messrs. Brasserts, substantial samples
of Collie coal and Koolan iron-ore were
despatched to them for research purposes,
and it will not be necessary to do anything
further in that respect in order to lead
greater strength to my optimismn so that
it shall bear fruit, as in this case the
steel industry is likely to be established by
means of a process that is known as direct
production by the use of gas derived from
coal. While I submit this point of view with
regrard t o, investigations along this and other
lines, I think I am justified in my belief
that the firm is going ahead and it is parti-
cularly desirable that it should go ahead on
a system which, by experimentation, it is
ver~y largely satisfied can be brought into
operation.

I would point out, however, that the Fuel
Technologist and the officers of the Depart-
ment of Tndustrial Development have, to my
knowledge, spared no effort in investigating
the various matters in connection with the
use of Collie coal for other purposes. I
have made reference on other occasions, in
answers to questions, to their investigations
regarding the production of domestic gas
by means of the Lurgi process, and I have
no hesitation in believing them when they
say that is the most desirable process for
use in Western Australia. But there again
the equipment required for its production
on any large scala-only on a large scale
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will it be of any good-is so preat and the
supplies of the necessary materials available
in Australia at present are so small in com-
parison with the demand-although those
supplies may be very considerable com-
pared with what was available in past de-
cades-as not to make it an easy proposi-
tion.

The Government, and likewise the depart-
ment, say that even if the research 'work
now beink carried on in Germany, where the
process first originated, resulted in success,
we could hardly set about it even in the near
future. As I mentioned before, steel begets
steel, and every time we set about the estab-
lishiment, of an industry with which the pro-
duction of steel is concerned, the use of a
vast quantity of materials is involved to
found any such establishment on modern
lines-and only modern lines will serve. I1
feel that, without 4ny doubt whatever, every-
thing possible has been done by the various
officials I have mentioned, to find ways of
turning to-accunt in future any available,
valuable and useful asset that Western Aus-
tralia possesses.

The member for M1t. Magnet also made
-some -reference to the Drug Panel and the
drug or native plant brought under the
notice of the depart~meul by Cuustahlu Monk,
which I think was his name. A very con-
siderable amount of trouble has been gone
to in this matter. Unfortunately, the native
who was alleged to have been cured, as I
understand to be the position, died before
the -report was made to the Government of
the day or- to the department, and, in addi-
tion, there is only the loeal diagnosis as to
the disease from which he was suffering prior
to his death. Therefore it has been im-
possible to obtain any sample of the cancer
-if it were cancer from which the native
was .suffering-in order that a complete diag-
nosis could be made. It was extremely diff-
cult, so I find from the information an the
files, to induce the native, when he was alive,
to go to anyone hut the local medical practi-
tinner, although the doctor was quite anxious
that the native should receive other advice.
I think that was so mainly because of his
desire to have this matter investigated.

Samples -of the plant in question were ob-
tained and despatehed to the Royal Cancer
Hospital in London for biological tests to be
carried out. A very substantial quantity
was forwarded .. It was 30 lb. in weight and
so members can realise the efforts made to

procure such a quantity. So far no report
as to the results has reached the Drug Panel.
it was sometime this year that a reminder
was sent to the authorities of the Royal
Cancer Hospital asking that a report be
sent out as soha as practicable. It is ex-
tremely difficult, I understand, to make any
test in the matter locally, but it is true that
a medical practitioner in a certain country
district, who was suffering from cancer, was
supplied with a quantity of the plant in ques-
tion. He was advised by the departmental
officers as to the method by which it 'was
stated the natives prepared and used it. I
understand that the medical practitioner in
question made use of the plants, but later he
died of that disease. While I am quite un-
able to say there is any value in the plant
itself or in derivatives therefrom that might
be obtained by research, I make that inf or-
mation available to the hon. member and
assure him that nothing reasonably practic-
able regarding the matter has not so far
been attended to.

Dealing with the bon. member's references
to the obtaining of petrol froma coal, I am
certainly not in a position to say that any
research has been made into that matter in
Western Australia. That mar not mean
that nothing has been done in that respect.
I can only say that I will tell him later of
any matter that is not now within my know-
ledge. At the same time, I would ask him
to remember that Australia, between 1940
and 1945, was fully geared for war produc-
tion. I think that every scientific person
and every man who was accustomed to work
such as engineering and the like were availed
of, and the services of those possessing the
highest technical 'qualifications were made
available to the Commonwealth Government
&ind the several sub-departments that it set
up in the various States. At that time there
were undoubtedly ver great risks involved
in obtaining petrol from oversee, and in
those days very stringent rationing was in
operation.

I have no doubt that before the Common-
wealth Government decided to make an
effort to extraq~t power alcohol from wheat
as a substitute for, 'or addition to--I think
the latter would be the more correct-the
available supplies of petrol in Australia, it
had exhausted the possibilities of success-
fully producing any large quantities of
petrol, on an economic basis, from coal.
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Mr. Triat: The German process was not
known then.

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: Possibly not. I am not
prepared to argue with the member for Mt.
Magnet. I am not aware whether the Ger-
man process is available even now or
whether it was as successful as he indicated.
I know there was certainly one stage in the
war when The German Government was
determined to get hold of all the oil wells
in Rumania and Germany certainly got
them. I also know that Germany's drive
into Russia was based entirely-as far as
one can judge-on her deternination to
reach the Caucasus for the same purpose.
My desire is to give the hon. member the in-
formation he has asked for, but as far as I
know investigations have not been made. I
question whether sufficient quantities of
petrol could be produced at short notice. I
have no doubt whatever-even allowing that
what the member for 'Mt. Magnet said is
true-that Germany developed the method
of which he spoke long before the war and
it was finalised, I expect, during the early
stages of the war. Therefore, it certainly
is not a short-term project. As a matter of
fact, no major industry can be developed
today under a period of at least three or
four years, owing to the magnitude of the
plant and the operations involved.

During the war it was particularly diffi-
cult to start an industry, as the def .ence
authorities simply took what they required
and left a bare surplus for civilian needs.
Even during the war the first three years
were occupied in huilding up the manufac-
tures required for war purposes. Great
Britain herself, whose industrialisation at.
that time was far in advance of Australia's
required a considerable period before her
industry could be geared up to the state
it was in Germany. It is therefore not to
be wondered at that a period of two years
might elapse before we can be assured of
the establishment of a major industry in
this State. There is no question that the
officers of the Department of Industrial
Development, with every encouragement
from myself and the Government, have done
everything possible to solve these difficult
problems. No request which these officers
have, made has been turned down if there

was any indication that the granting of it
would assist in the development of our
industries.

The senior officers of the department are
well known to most of the members in this
Chamber; they are especially well known
to the member for Northam. I have no
doubt whatever that if they can do any-
thing it will be done. Of course, there are
differences of opinion at times as-to whether
a proposal is practical or not. There may
be two ways of reaching the same goal and
the officers might choose to recommend one
because their knowledge and experience sug-
gest to them that it is the more satisfactory.
Their knowledge and experience, coupled
with that of the experts who have .been
brought to the State to assist them, cannot
be lightly regarded by any Minister of the
Crown. I am convinced that when they do
reach a final decision and make a recom-
mendation to the Government on it, there -is
no doubt whatever that it is the result of
most careful thought and the exhaustion of
every avenue which could reasonably be ex-
plored. I thank the Committee very much
for the way in which it has received the
Estimates and hope they will be quickly
passed.

Vote put and passed.

Votes-Farmers' Debts Adjustment, £440;
State Insurance Office, £5-agreed to.

Vote-Child Welfare and Outdoor Relief,
£141,030:

THE MINIlSTER FOR EDUCATION
(Hon. A. F. Watts-Katanning) [5.26]:
The Child Welfare Department, of course,
functions in accordance with the Child Wel-
fare Act. It provides monetary assistance
to those in necessitous circumstances, parti-
cularly women on whom children are *de-
pendent. I have here a few figures which
may be of interest to the Committee. At
present there are 21 institutions scheduled
under the Act to cater for children under
the.control of the department, including the
Government Receiving Home. Members are
aware that an effort was made last year to
amend the Child Welfare Act so as to raise
the age at which children might be granted
licenses for street trading.

Members know that the attempt failed
not because of the activities of the Legisla-
ive Assemby, but because of an opinion
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held by members of another place that is
not in accordance with my view or with
those, I think, of almost all the members of
this Chamber. As a consequence, it was
felt that an additional probation officer
should be appointed and every effort made
to police the existing law. Numerous prose-
cution;, mainly of newsagents and un-
licensed sellers, took place and in some in-
stances comparatively heavy fines were in-
flicted. If I recollect aright-I am draw-
ing from memory-there were over 100
prosecutions and, while one or two were
defended, I think all resulted in convictions.
Of course, as long as the present age limit
remains there will be dissatisfaction in the
minds of most members; beyond that I
need not go on referring to this phase, as
it was thoroughly debated and I do not sup-
pose any member has changed his mind in
the meantime.

On the 1st July last there were 2,829
children under the care of the department.
Of these, 1,328 were wards and the re-
mainder-1,501-were not wards, but were
either on outdoor relief or probation. Con-
siderable changes have taken place in recent
years in the subsidy rates payable to insti-
tutions. In 1946 institutions without schools
were paid 7s. per wee], per head in connec-
tion with wards of the State accommodated
thereat. In 1947 the rate was 8s.; in 1948,
14s.; and today, 14s. Institutions with
schools were paid is. extra-Ss, in lieu of
7s. in 1946; 9s. in lieu of 8s. in 1947; and
15S. today.

At this stage I would pay a tribute to
those ladies who have undertaken the work
of acting as foster parents to children
boarded out- They have done a remarkably
good job. I attendefi a very pleasant func-
tion at the Zoological Gardens some months
ago at which the majority of them were
present, and to see the healthy and happy
children for whom they had cared was quite
an experience. The allowances per child
per week paid to them have been as fol-
lows :-In 1946, 10s. 6d.; 1947, 15s.; 1948,
18s.; 1949, 18s. subject to an increase on
account of the variation of the basic wage,
which increase is expected to amount to
about 10 per' cent.

The staff of the Government Receiving
Home at Mt. Lawley consists of 26 persons.
That homne is entirely maintained by the
Government-. Mitensive additions and reno-
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vations will materially improve conditions
there both for the staff and for the chidren.
For a number of years the home has been
in a bad state of repair and I was advised
that that factor has ocei .oned much greater
staff difficulty than oteriewudhv

been the ease. With the completion of the
improvements it is confidently expected that
the home v4il1 be more in keeping with the
proper standard and will provide improved
conditions for the inmates as well as for the
staff .

The buildings being erected there include
one or two of a permanent nature, and it
has been arranged that any buildings of a
permanent nature will later fit into the re-
quirements of the adjoining technical school;
for it is intended, when conditions are suit-
able, to erect a -new Government receiving
home on land 'acquired for the purpose,
something like three years ago, possibly a
little longer. It has not been practicable to
erect the building. It is a pity, from some
aspects, that it could not have been done as
I think the estimated costs have just about
doubled. I remember making- some ref er-
ernce, in a personal conversation with the
memiber for North-East Fremautle, to the
question of costs, and I was astounded to
find,' on making inquiries a few weeks after,
that my idea of a 50 per cent. increase was
50 per cent. less than it shiould have been.

There were altogether, at the 1st July,
383 women upon whom children are depen-
dent, in receipt of assistance from the de-
partment, covering dependent children to a
total of 992. On the 16th July, 1947, an
increase of 5s. per week was made to recipi-
ents of State relief who were non-pension
cases to compensate those not eligible for the
increased rant by the Commonwealth Gov-
ernmnent in invalid and widows' pensions.
A similar increase of 5is. per week was
granted on the 3rd November, 1948, about
the time the Commonwealth again increased
pensions. Comparative relief 'rates payable
for the periods 1946 to 1949 were as
follows-

1946

One unit -. 20e.
Two unit 359,~s

1947 1948 1949
25s. Ss. 3os.
40s. 459. 50s.

Subsequent units have been eorrespondPngl3
increased. The 1949 maximum is now Vi
per week.
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Last year I stated that the department
proposed to decentralise to some extent by
the establishment of fire regional offices in
country districts. In recent months officers
have been appointed, and from information
I have received from the secretary of the
Child Welfare Department I understand
they are doing very good work and giving
satisfaction in the regions where they are
carrying out their duties.

That brings me to a reference to the un-
fortunate death of the previous secretary
of the department, Mr. H. T. McMinn. Mr.
McMinn had had a long and honourable
career in the Public Service of the State.
lie had not been secretary of the Child Wel-
fare Department for a long period of years
though he had given a considerable time to
the service of that department prior to be-
ing appointed secretary. 'I have no doubt
that his enthusiasm in the cause of child
welfare and his interest and hard work for
th benefit of the department finally contri-
buted to his untimely demise; because we
all knew he was not well, and it was ex-
tremely difficult to make him rest. I am
afraid the importunate nature of some of
the calls made upon him, sometimes not
during business hours at all, made some con-
tribution towards the final ill-health which
resulted in his sudden death. I felt that I
could not miss the opportunity of paying
him some public tribute when introducing
the Child Welfare Estimates. He has been
succeeded by MNr. A. L. Young, who was for
some time Chief Clerk to the department
and who, I think, has very many of the
attributes to which I referred as being pos-
sessed by Mr. McMinn. I have no doubt
that he wvill carry out his duties efficiently
and conscientiously.

It is the intention of the Government this
year to increase the rates of assistfince in
respect of children whose mothers are re-
eeiv-ing State relief from 7s. 6d. to 10s. per
week per child. This will involve an in-
crease of approximately £8,000 per annum.
It is proposed to apply a variation of sub-
sidy to wards boarded out and in institu-
tions in accordance with the variation of the
State basic wage as from the 1st July. it
is difficult to estimate what that will result
in: but a calculation has been made, so far
as was possible, and £7,400 provided for the
purpose.

It is proposed to appoint a married
couple to the Government Receiving Home
to look after children who are kept in deten-
tion there. It is intended to continue the
policy of providing better outfits for wards
leaving institutions to go to emiployment--
the allowance at present is £12 10s. per out-
fit-and for wards entering institutions-
for whom £7 10s. per head is available. It
is also intended to continue the payment of
allowances for wards in institutions and
children at home with their parents, who
are under the aegis of the department, up to
10 years of age where they show promise in
their studies, -so that they may continue
their education. It is also proposed to pro-
vide allowances for the higher education of
State wards, where their qualifications seem
to warrant it,

We have instances of State wards who
have had remarkable success at school, and'
it is proposed, in suitable cases, to give
them the opportunity of continuing their
studies, by making a contribution towards
their maintenance. The Estimates provide
for an anticipated expenditure of £141,030,
being an increase of £C28,701, on the amount
expended in the previous year. The main
item of increase is, of course, the outdoor
relief to which I earlier referred, at a cost
of £8,000. Extra expenditure of £5,900 is
likely to be incurred for migrant children
of whom 168 are expected during the year.
Expenditure for wards boarded out, as I
have already mentioned, is anticipated to
increase by £7,400, due to the increase pro-
posed in the rates of subsidy.

I have some details of the other item of
expenditure, but T do not propose to pro-
vide them at this stage unless members wish
to have information on particular points.
All I can say is that I believe the work of
the Child Welfare Department has been car-
ried on efficiently, and that everythinig pos-
sible has been done for the betterment of
the conditions of the children. The Child
Advisory Council, which was set up some 18
months ago, has had a considerable number
of meetings, has insmpected some of the insti-
tutions, and has given much thought to what
action should be taken. Among the princi-
pal recommendations it has made is that for
the establishment of a child guidance clinic,
and action in regard to that is now under
definite consideration. I am hopeful that
in the course of a few days that proposal
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will reach fruition. The magistrate of the
Children's Court, 'Mr. Arney, has carried out
his duties in a sympathetic * and efficient
manner. He has been ably assisted on a
number of occasions by one of the lady
members of the court, with whom I think he
works in complete harmony. I have no
doubt that that state of affairs will continua.

Mr. Graham: Do you think the ban on
publishing reports in that court is helpful?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
When I discussed the matter with the magis-
trate some four or five months ago, he wvad
of the opinion that it was desirable.

Hon. A. 1H. Panton: So am 1.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
I agree with him. The staff of the Child
Welfare Department, including the 26
employed at the receiving home, now num-
hers just over 100, and it has, I think, given
sterling service during the year. I am sure
this is one aspect of our social services where
there is no lack of care taken, and where
every effort is made to better the position
of those people who are in difficult circum-
stances in the majority of cases, through no
fault of their own.

HON. J. T. TONKIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [5.45] : There was a time when the
discussion on the Child Welfare Department
was one of the most lively of the Budget
debate. That was in the depression period
when so many people were dependent upon
Government assistance to keep them alive.
At that time unemployment was so rife that
it was extremely difficult for widows to get
work of any type, so that they had to de-
pend on allowances made available by the
Government, through the Child Welfare
Department, to feed and clothe themselves
and their children. Not only were the dis-
eupsions in Parliament very lively and pro-
longed, but also in the Party meetings. The
member for Leederville has just reminded
me of the lively debates which occurred in
the Labour Caucus almost every meeting,
and when easily three-quarters of the time
available to members was taken np by dis-
cussing some aspect or other of the Child
Welfare Department. Members then were
al the time comnplaining of the inadequdoy
of the payments being made. At the sime
time, the members of the Government were

at their wits' end to find sufficient money to
maintain the payments even at the low level
then prevailing.

We have gone quite a way along the road
since then. The numbers of people depen-
dent on the Child Welfare Department have
fallen considerably, and more revenue has
been available to meet the requirements. It
can be truthfully said that there are few, if
any, complaints today about the inadequacy
of the payments, or t~he treatment meted
out to the applicants by the department. It
is many months since I have been called on
to make any representation to the Child
Welfare Department, except for one ease,
and that was where assistance was desired
to enable a person's education to be con-
tinued with a view to becoming, a teacher.
I am glad to say that immediately that was
brought under the notice of the secretary
of the Child Welfare Department he tobk
steps to bring it before the 'Minister who
readily agreed that the allowance should he
paid. The result has been that there will
ultimately be prodided for the State an
additional school teacher; which would not
have been the case if the allowance had not
been made. That is an indication of the im-
proved cireumstandes in connection with out-
door rciief, and shows clearly that we have
indeed made big advances since the depres-
sion days.

I was a little disturbed when I noticed
the figures in the Estimates for this year
and saw that a substantial increase in qpt-
door relief was contemplated, but Ilitfd
carefully to the Minister and he was ab le to
explain the reason, namely, that he proposed
a 25 per cent, increase in some of the allow-
ances being paid. That accounts for the
extra amount. I feared at first that the
department was enntemplating some reces-
sion, and the possibility of being called upon
to provide outdoor relief for an inereased
number of applicants. That would have
been a serious thing if, so soon after the
war, we had to make a provision of that
size for additional applicants, and I am
glad to know that that is not the position,
hut that the extra money is being provided
in order to increase the' allowances for the
children. No doubt the money is needed
because of the increase in price, so that
there will be no reduction in the standard
of living, and I would far rather see thiat
explanation than hear it said that the extra
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money was required because there would be
likely to be more applicants needing assist-
ance.

The 'Minister referred to the receiving
home at Mt. Lawley and said that for some
years it had been in had condition and that
that was the reason why there -were staff
difficulties. That statement is true but, if
left like that, could easily convey a wrong
impression of the attitude of the previous
Minister and Government. I think I should
explain that the very had condition of 'the
receiving home was well known to the pre-
vious Government and was a matter of deep
concern to it and to the Minister. The ques-
tion of making renovations to the existing
building was carefully considered and was
the subject of a: report from the Govern-
mnent Architect. The advice received was
that the place was in such a bad condition
that it would be far better to erect a new
building tbau to spend the large sum of
money necessary to pub the existing struc-
ture into anything like reasonable order.
Whilst we did not like the idea of keeping
those people housed under such unsatisfac-
tory conditions for very long, we did feel,
as a Government, that it was sounder policy
to provide, as speedily as possible, an
entirely new building on the most modern
lines, with all the most up-to-date facilities.

To that end steps were taken to acquire
land fairly close to the Mental Hospital at
He~hcote. A fine site was examined there
and steps were taken to acquire it and an
amount of £100,000 was placed on the Esti-
mates for the purpose of erecting the neces-
sary building. Had it been possible to go
on with that project, the building at present
in use would have been made available to

the Education Department, which contem-
plated exteinsions. to the Mt. Lawley school
for the purpose of making it co-educational
and prodiding accommodation for girl
students who could take a course in domestic
science. It has not been possible for the
Government of the day to proceed with that
idea. The niew building has not been com-
menced and the Government has decided to
repair or renovate the Mt. Lawley receiving
home. I suppose that will mean that it will
be in use as a receiving home now almost
indefinitely.

The M3inister for Education: I think not.
There is a definite record on the file that it
shall he continued' only as long as is abso-
lutely necessary.

Hon. J. T. TOYKIX: I am glad to hear
that because it would be a bad thing if
yroung children were called upon to lose
something which they ought to bare, owing
to a difficult materials situation making it
impossible to proceed with the plan for the
erection of the new building.

The M.inister for Education: That-is why
I said that a building of a permanent nature
would dovetail in with the erection of the
school adjoining.

Hon. J. T. TONIN: When we 'were
planning the new place at Heatheote, in-
structions were given that cost was not to
be considered, but that everything necessary
to give these foundlings a proper start in
life should be included. The view was
taken that they were most unfortunate
people, commencing life with a very serious
handicap because they had lost their parents
from birth, or their parents had shown a
disinclination to be further interested in
them from tbe time of their birth, and so it
was felt that if anybody should get extra
help it should be those unfortunate children.
Because of that, it was decided that nothing
but the moost modern and the best would be
satisfactory. 7hat 'is why the expenditure
of £100,000 was contemplated, although only
a comparatively small number. of children
would be provided for.

The erection of such a building now is a
much more difficult proposition because, as
the Minister has said and as I know from
may own experience, the cost of the building
we contemplated erecting in those days, in-
stead of being something like £C100,000,
would easily he as high as £200,000 or
£250,000 today. That would he a pretty big
hurdle for any Government to tackle when
the number of children to be provided for
is a small one. However, I am still of the
opinion that, although the home would pro-
vide for only a small number at a time-a
small number each year-it would be a per-
mnanent institution, the work of which would
go on year after year long after we have
ceased to exist. It is juist as necessary, even
though costs have risen, to start these young
children off under the most ideal surround-
ings) as it was at the time when the original
plans for this building were first drawn. I

2086



[15 SEPTEMBERi, 1949.] 2087

hope that whatever Minister is in charge of
the department and whatever Government
occupies the Treasury Bench, that principle
will pot be departed from. ife is pretty
hard for a lot of people. They have con-
siderable struggles to keep afloat and I can
think of nothing harder than the moad that
stretches before the orphan or the foundling.

Most of us are carefully nurtured and our
feet are planted firmly on the path for us
by our parents, who solve most of our early

-problems and see that we are: given a rea-
sonably good start on life's journey. But
for these children there is nobody hut the.
State. It is a very rood thing that we have
the wonderful foster mothers who do such
excellent work in the community and if is a,
great thing also that we have in the depart-
ment officers who take a very humane view
of the requirements of these children. How-
ever, nothing and nobody can take the place
of fond parents and these children start in
life without parents to guide them. It is
therefore up to the State to do its best to
make up to them for what is missing in
their lives.

I am sorry to say that the receiving home
was for many years not able to give these
children a start in the proper surroundings
to which they were entitled. We complain
a good deal from time to time about van-
dalism, and about the pranks up to which
children get when they destroy things. We
complain later on because some of them are
before the courts as children, and we con-
tinue to complain because they are before
the courts as adults because of some crime or
other that they have committed. I think
we can trace a lot of this trouble to the lack
of parental control-

Hon. A. H. Panton: Hear, hear!

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: -in the very early
formative years. My belief is that money
spent in the early years of the lives of
children is well spent. We are never in a
position to judge just how much such wise
expenditure will repay us later on. If we
could bring these children up under the
most ideal conditions and pleasant surround-
ings and get them used to good things and
respecting the rights of other persons' pro-
parties-

Mr. Triat: They come from rich families
as well as poor families.

Eon. J. T. TONKIN: Of course they do.

Mr. Triat: And some of them have had
good surroundings.

Hon. J. T. TONKLIN: But the majority
of them do not have the surroundings of
family life. Many of them have been left
on doorsteps and most children in the receiv-
ing home are the neglected ones. They are
taken there because, firstly, they have been
abandoned by their parents or, secondly, be-
cause they have been before the courts and
it has been proved to the satisfaction of the
magistrate that they are not being properly
cared for by their own parents. Those
children are taken to the receiving home.
Some of them stay only a matter of days or
weeks, but others stay a matter of months.
So, it would not be true to say that such
childten have had the experienc% of being
brought up under ideal surroundings. If
they had they would not be in the receiving
home. They are children who have been
neglected or abandoned. Some of them
arrive there when they are only a day or
two old and some have been found under
bushes in the park. These are the children
that the State has to look after and the
Minister is in the position of the foster
parent. He is the legal guardiaS and it is
his responsibility to see that these children
receive their chance in life.

That is why it is so necessary, in my view,
that the conditions Under which these
children are nurtured shall be ideal so that
when they receive their start in life they
will be under no serious handicap. I am
sorry that it has not been possible to pro-
vide the new home. We all know why, of
course, and we have to accept the position.
But I am very glad to hear the Minister say
that, although considerable money had to be
spent on the existing receiving home, it is
not intended that that will mean that a Dew
home will not be built within a reasonable
period. Although the existing home has
been renovated, and has been added to, it
does not provide all that such a place should.
The quicker we can go ahead with the new
building the better it will be for the in-
terests ot the State generally.

The work of the department during the
period that this Government has been iii
office has been excellent. I have not heard
any complaints about it and that is an indi-
cation of general satisfaction, because this
department is one of the first where trouble
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is detected. As soon as there is something
wrong in the Child Welfare Department,
either in the granting of allowances, or the
treatment of children or widows, somebody
becomes vocal about it. Because we have
not heard any complaints it is correct to
assume that the work is progressing satis-
factory.

1, too, deplore the fact that the late secre-
tary of the department is nO longer with it,
having died. The late Mr. McMinn was a
remarkable man in some respects, but one
could not help but like him and one could
not doubt his sincerity or his interest in
the position he occupied. He was a
most sympathetic officer and most under-
standing with regard to the problems with
which he was confronted as an officer of the
Child Welfare Department. I am satisfied
he did excellent work and the State is the
poorer through his passing. I believe that
his successor, although a different type of
man, is equally sincere and understanding
and I think the choice is a very good one.

I expect we will have in the department
the same sympathetic treatment that has
eharacterised it for some time. We can
only hope that we will never again have
eonditions similar to those experienced in
the depression period when representations
to the Child Welfare Department occupied
so much of a member's time. Those of us
who had personal experience of those years
certainly do not want a repetition of them.
We have to do our utmost to ensure that
those times do not recur, for not only are
we faced with the necessity of providing
for increased numbers of children but we
know, because of falling Government
revenue, that there is increasing difficulty
in getting the necessary money to wake
reasonable payments. All sorts of schemes
have to be resorted to by the Minister and
the Treasurer in order to eke out the funds
and to spread them over those who will re-
quire assistance. Members will remember
the scheme of "week on week off " for men
who desired work and of the cases of men
for whom no work was offering-

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: And no food either.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: -and they just
bad to receive sustenance. They were bad
times indeed and God forbid that they
should ever occur again. If they do then
the job of the Cbild Welfare Minister will

be a most unenviable one and it would be
impossible in such circumstances for him
to sleep peacefully as I feel the present
Minister must do, despite the fact that he
is in charge of the Child Welfare Depart-
ment today. It does not present much
worry at present because of the lessened
work.

There is one aspect of this Vote which
still intrigues me a little. I notice that.
five additional clerks have been appointed
and the increased expenditure for salaries
is £4,500. As a rule clerks do not get £00
a year and I am wondering why the extra
£4,500 expenditure is contemplated if the
department does not expect to deal with
qny great number of persons. I can quite
easily see that the appointments of some
additional officers in the country will make
for greater efficiency' and will add to the
cost of administering the department, but
that should not run to the extent as appears
here without there being some other
explanation. I mention that point because
I would like the Minister to explain the
position if he can a little later.

On this division, Mr. Deputy Chairman,
I do not know whether you will permit
me to refer to something which applies
more appropriately to the next one,
but I do not want to be caught in being
restricted to discussion on the items in the
next Vote if I dd not take advantage of
the general debate on this one to say what
I desire. Before I proceed, therefore, I
would like your guidance. Whapt I want
to discuss is how much it will cost to run
the unemployment relief section. I raised
this matter before when the Minister gave
me an explanation which, upon further
examination, was not a true explanation of
the point I raised, but I accepted it then. I
want to raise it again now. Am I to deal
with it on the general debate on this Vote
because I am really speaking to the Depart-
ment of Social Services?

The CHAIRMAN: I assume it will be
closely linked with Child Welfare*

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: It will be asso-
diated with unemployment relief and will
have nothing to do with child welfare,
but the Minister for Social Services has
introduced the Estimates for the Child Wel-
fare Department. Now that he cannot
speak again I assume that he will not
speak to the unemployment relief section.
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Mr. Marshall: it comes under the same
Minister.

Ron. J. T. TONKIN: It comes under the
same Minister but is under a different
division.

Th6 CHAIRMAN: -I will -permit the hon.
member to proceed.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN- Very well! Last
year T drew attention to the fact that it
was costing £21 a week to distribute £15
a week assistance and I thought that some-
thing should be done about that situation,
I pointed out that I was not blaming the
present Minister because that bad been the
position for some years previously. I stated
that the dost of Administering this relief
was out of all proportion to the assistance
being given. In reply at the time the
Minister said that the explanation was
extremely simple. He said that the figures
covered incidental expenditure on officers
engaged in the Department of Supply and
Shipping whose offices were in the same
building as that formerly occupied by the
Minister for Local Government. He said
that the expenditure also covered fares
advanced to rural workers to enable them
to go to jobs in the country. Upon exam-
ination it will he found that that was no
explanation whatosever. I did not want
to know how tbe Mfoney was being spent;,
how. this £15 a week was being distributed,
What I wanted to know. was why it cost
£21 a week to distribute £C15 a week.

Sitting suspended froms 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: I was pointing out
that far too much money was being spent
in the distribution of unemployment relief,
and I think something should be done to
put the matter on a more businesslike foot-
ing. If any private concern had an expense
ratio of this magnitude, .it would soon go
to the wall. 'Surely there must be some
method of effecting an improvement. Last
yea;, according to the figures supplied, it
cost £13 a week to distribute £18 a week.
Certainly some improvement is indicated
this year, buat it -will still necessitate the
payment of £13 a week to distribute £22 a
week.. That does not make sense to me.
The fact that this also happened before the
present Government took office is no reason
why it should not be rectified now. A much
more economical arrangement should be pos-
sible. The details show that two clerks are

to be employed to make payments of £22 a
week in unemployment relief, and surely that
would not be enough to provide a decent job
for one clerk. As this work is of such
small magnitude, it could well be carried out
as a section 'of the Child Welfare Depart-
ment, and, if necessary, some extra assis-
tance provided. I will take a lot of con-
vincing that the'employment. of two clerks
is necessary at a bost of £1I3 a week to dis-
tribute £22 weekly. At most they would
deal with not more than 20 persons and pos-
sibly half that number.

The Attorney General: Does it occur to
you that there might be questions arise in
which there was some dispute?

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: And would that
necessitate this arrangement?

The Attorney General: It would be neces-
sary to make inquiries to see whether there
was justification for any payment. There
is that aspect.

Hon. 3. T. TONKIN: I do not think so.
If that were so, there would be provision
for an inspector hut only clerks are em-
ployed.

The Attorney General: I do not know
that.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: I do, and the Min-
ister would know that, too, if he were to
read the details in the Estimates. The pro-
posed expenditure is to he £600 for salaries
and allowances and the details show that
that expenditure is for 'two clerks, repre-
senting £E650, and temporary assistance, £40.
It does not seem to me there is any necessity
to have two clerks costing that amount to
distribute £1,140 in relief.

lion. A. RI. G. Hawke: The Treasurer
is looking a hit worried.

Hon. 3. T. TONKIN: There may be some
explanation, ht it is not the one the Min-
ister gave last year. That is perfectly dlear.
The position is improved compared with
what it was last year inasmuch as this time
there is no provision for a clerk in charge
of records. I am sure that a little investi-
gation would disclose where some economy
could he effected, and possibly an officer en-
gaged 'on this work could be transferred to
some other position. The figures are out
of all proportion. Is the Minister able to
ex.-plain the Estimates for this year
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THE 3flNSTER FOR EDUCATION
(Hon. A. F. Watts-Katanning--in reply)
[7.36:] There are two matters only to which
I shall make reference. One is the question
recently asked by the hon. member and tie
other will be to mention further matters re-
lating to the Government Receiving Home.
I agree with the member for North-East
Freman tle and 1, as guardian of these poor
little children, as he put it, thought it was
my duty to see that they are looked after
in the best possible manner. However, I
submit-in fact, the hon. member did not
disagree, substantially anyway-that quite
apart from the expenditure of money and
the difficulties involved in the erection of
a building of the magnitude that was con-
templated, and to which I do not take the
slightest exception as I think it was highly
desirable, we must consider the housing .pro-
gramme and the materials and labour that
would be deflected from dther works of a
vyery essental nature.

I have no hesitation in saying to myself
that, had it been only a question of the ex-
penditure involved, I should at least have
had no compunction in making a recom-
mendation to the Treasury that the work be
proceeded with. But because it involved not
only some considerable expenditure, which
-would not have been a serious obstacle in
my view, but also the question of a very
substantial building at a most difficult time,
then it became a matter of ensuring that the
conditions under which these children were
looked after and those under which the su-
pervising staff was housed, should be im-
proved as rapidly and as much as possible.
That was the action taken. As I told the
hon. member by interjection, it was not
imeant to be a permanent abode. If I re-
member aright, I put that on record and
also my view that every possible step should
he taken as soon as possible to go forward
and to incur the necessary, expenditure in
providing a building. I entirely agree
with him that we should do our utmost for
these little people who, as I said in my
concluding remarks -when introducing the
Estimates, are in their position through no
fault of their own.

I noted the hon. member's question as to
increase in salaries of £4,500, represented
by the addition of five clerks; hut it is not
represented only by the addition of five
clerks. For example, there is an amount of

£1,400 under the heading of "Temporary
Assistance, Retiring Allowances, etc."
Since the 1st July an amount was pranted
to the widow of the late H. G. MeMinn,
who was an officer who came under the
1871 Act owing to his long service. He
therefore didl not come under the Super-
annuation and Family Benefits Act of 1938,
so his untimely death prevented his widow
from receiving the benefit of the latter
Act, as he was ndt a member of the scheme
and the pension under the former Act died
with the proposed recipient. The amount
so paid was calculated on two months'
salary for each year of service and so th4
grant formed a substantial part of the
£4,500.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: Are the five clerks
those appointed to the country?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
Four of them are. One was appointed
before the last estimate was made; the
others were appointed about February or
March of this year. Consequently, in last
year's expenditure there was roughly three
or four months of their salary and this
year there will be 12 months, which makes
roughly another £1,000. The balance of
the increase is made up of basic wage
adjustments, grade increases'and items of
that character. I think that covers the
hon. member's query as to the amount
expended on salaries. With regard to the
clerks handling unemployment relief, I
think that peculiar position goes back a
long way. In fact, the member for North-
East Fremantle agreed that it did; but
what I said last year was, substantially
correct. It may be that some amplification
is desirable.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: It was correct, but
it was not an answer to the point I raised.
It was an answer to something else.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
What the hon. members says is this: Some
procedure should be adopted to segregate
the amounts.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: Yes.
The MINSTER FOR EDUCATION:

With'that I agree. As a matter of fact,
I noticed a repetition of the system adopt-
ed last year and in 1946, and I asked the
Secretary of the Child Welfare Depart-
ment to ensure that it did not occur again.
Miss Rosen, who was in the office at 50
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James-street with Mr. Gray when he was
Honorary Minister for Local Government,
at that time did the work of distributing
unemployment relief which involved some
time--as the Attorney General suggested
-for people to whom relief was not given.
At present she is still doing that work,
although the office she now uses is in
Murray-street, because when the James-
stree t premises were taken over by the
National Fitness Council the Honorary
Minister removed from those premises and
took Miss Rosen and the typist, who is the
other clerk concerned, with her.

These clerks do the work of the Hon-
orary Minister's office and also distribute
unemployment relief, besides negotiating
with those people who may not he entitled
to it. I believe there is quite a procession
of them at times. They hope and expect
but do not always receive. I suggest it
-would be reasonable to apportion their
salaries as to 50 per cent. to the work of
unemployment relief and as to the re-
mainder, to the work done for the Han-
orary Minister. However, as I told the
hon. member, I have requested the secre-
tary of the department to look into the
matter and I hope that as a result the
proceduie will not he repeated next year.

Vote put and passed.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: I would like to
,express an opiflion on an item in the Vote
we have just discussed.

The CHAIRMAN: The Vote has been
passed.

Vote-U nemployment Relief, £1,830-
agreed to.

Vote-The State Housing Commission,
U24,416:

THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING (Hon.
U. R. McDonald-West Perth) [7.47]: The
activities of the State Housing Commission
fall into two parts. In one part it acts as
a building authority and in the other it
administers , the provisions of the Build-
ing Operations and Building Materials
Control Act. The Vote now before the
Committee refers to the operations of the
Commission as a building authority. The
estimate of salaries is shown at £95,000 for
officers under the control of the Public
Service Commissioner. Thin is an increase
ever expenditure for the preceding year of

£17,1 696 and it is caused by basic wage rises,
increases in salary margins, and annual
increments which are common to the staffs.
of all Government departments and also
by some additional staff to meet the
greater volume in the building activities of
the Commission. Th addition, provision is
made for a full-time chairman, Mr. R. W.
Brownie, formerly a Commissioner of the
Rural and Tndustries Bank, who assumed
the office of Chairman of the State Hous-
ig Commission in a full-time capacity on
the 1st July. There are also three ad di-
tional senior officers as section leaders in
the accounts section.

In the item of Contingencies the estimate
is £29,000, which is an increase over last
year of £1,930. The increase in this item
is also related to an expansion of the vol-
lime of building, and some provision for in-
creased office rent and cleaning charges
for the new building. As members well
know, in order to meet the very difficult
accommodation situation which the Hous-
ing Commission experienced in conjunction
with private householders, -it was felt
necessary in the interests of the efficient
working of the department to house all
the officers under one roof instead of in
a series of buildings as had been the ease
before. Toward the end of last year,
those premises were completed and aire
now occupied by the Commission with, I
think, very great advantage to the con-
venience of the public as well as the effi-
ciency of the staff.

Mr. Graham: Did the 21 motor garage.
assist the situation?

The MINISTER FOR ROUSING: I
think that is somewhat past history now.

Mr. Graham: They are still there,

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: Where
we have a staff which is operating in the
field with Government ears, it is very
necessary to have those ears under eon trol.
Anybody who has had experience of Gov-
ernment cars in the past will knrmv that
in the interests of economy and efficient
use of the vehicles very careful provision
has to be made to ensure that they are
under proper supervision; and that is the
only way in which that can be done in the
ease of the vehicles which the work of the
Housing Commission makes absolutely
esential on account of its field activities.

e
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I propose to say something about build-
ing materials, because the volume of such
materials is basic to the size of any build-
ig activity in any community. In the

work of the Housing Commission, building
is divided into three main classes. One-
and the most important at present-is
housing; the second is governmental; and
the third is industrial and commercial.
Broadly speaking, the policy of the Com-
mission has been to have quotas in relation
to the amount of activity to be carried on
under, each of those three main headings.
In the case of governmental, which is
mainly concerned with schools and hos-
pitals, the broad quota has been an ex-
penditure or cost of buildings of about
three-quarters of a million pounds a year.
Those figures are very general, because it
is not possible or desirable that there
should be exact limitations, since works
may be urgent and the programme would
need to be extended to cover those works.

In the case of industrial and commer-
cial, the ratio has been for building to a
value of about £320,000 a year, and in the
case of housing the value of construction
has been between £3,000,00 and £4,000,000
it year. I am using very broad figures.
Increased steps are being taken to control
the co-ordination of building activity un-
der those three headings. More precise
co-ordination will take place during the
current financial year than has been the
case in the past. Government departments
have been asked, and have mainly already
done so, to submit their programmes so
that there can be a careful examination of
the priority to be afforded to governmental
building in order of urgency.

It is to be understood that governmental
building must proceed, to a large extent,
side by side with housing construction;
because, when new colonies o~f houses are
built-take, for example, the Manning
Estate on the Canning River, where a new
suburb of some 1,100 houses is being
established-school accommodation it, one
of the services that must be provided in
order to be in line with the needs of the
community which will be established. It
is realised that the production of materials
is the basic matter to he borne in mind all
the time by any housing authority; and
with that in view, about 15 months ago the
Government set up a special section of

the Department of Industrial Development,
known as the Building Materials Division,
under the control of Mr. Temby, Assistant
Director of Industrial Development. This
divsion was charged with the duty of
expanding the production of building
materials to the fullest possible extent.
Its work consisted of investigating the
position, endeavouring to avoid bottlenecks
in production, assisting the various indus-
tries with technical advice, the procure-
ment of equipment and machinery and, in
a number of cases, recommending financial
assistance to be given by the Government
which, in a fair number of instinces, has
been afforded to those industries.

The production of some materials has
made satisfactory progress. In other in-
stances, the progress has not been as satis-
factory as could have been desired. There
are certain industries-for example, the
cement industry-where added production
can be obtained only by the installation of
new plant on a considerable scale; and
under existing conditions it is difficult, in
some cases, to secure that new plant be-
cause other ,countries have not been able
to cope with the demand for plant of that
description. Taking 1938-39 as the base
year, and giving that the figure of 100,
cement in June last was being produced
at 11 per cent. above the base year; bricks
had risen to 107 per cent, compared with the
base year; tiles to. 187 per cent.; fibrous
plaster sheets to 158 per cent., and abestos
cement sheets to 292 per cent. On the whole,
since the years immediately following the
war, the upward tendency in the produc-
tion of materials has continued fairly well
-with some materials to a greater degree
than with others.

I desire now to refer to one or two of
the basic materials involved in the build-
ing programme. Timber, as I shall have
occasion to show when dealing with the
Estimates of the Forests Department, has
not shown the expansion which it is very
desirable should he shown. The production
of timber in this State is about three-
quarter., of the pre-war volume. This has
been due to shortages of manpower and
equipment, particularly such things as
tractors, machinery, steel and other items
necessary to restore the industry to its pre-
war position and to continue its develop-
mient by the erection of new mills.
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Hon. F. J. S. Wise: Do you know the
comparative number of employees in the
industry?

The MINISTER FOR HO'USING: I
could not -give that information at the
present time. New mills, some of them
on a substantial scale, are being con-
structed.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: They are all in
karri country, are they notl

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: Some
are, but some in the lower timber areas
will cut both karri and jarrah. Admittedly,
the mills in the lower areas are getting
more and more into karri country. By
the end of this year, or early in the new
year, several new mills should be in pro-
duction.

Mr. Reynolds: You said, six, on the last
occasion.

The MINISTER FOR, HOUSING: I
think that is right. The figure I have is
six.

Mr. Reynolds: You are an optimist.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: I can
only go on what I am told by the people
in the Forests Department. I do not per-
sonally intspect the muills. When we talk
of optimism, I was told yesterday about
the Jardee mill which was burnt down
some time ago, and that was a serious loss.
That mill commenced turning over again
in the last few days,, and is now getting
back into production. Another mill-I think
the Donnelly River mill-which is being
erected by Bunnings, also had its first turn-
over in the last few days. Those are two
of the six mills that we hope to get back
into production. The timber position, I
arm advised by my departmental heads, will
show a progressive improvement as these
new mills come into operation. It has, in
fact, already shown a considerable im-
provement in the metropolitan area.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: The position at
present is very grim.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: It is
not as good as it might be, but it is defin-
itely getting better. Contractors and
others have advised me that the volume of
timber in the metropolitan area is im-
proving; and I am quite sure, on the advice
I received and what I know, that it will
continue to provide better supplies. The

recent loss of the Jarrshdale mill by fire
was a serious one, because it was producing
25 loads per day. It will be 12 months
or so before the mill can come into opera-
tion again.

In order to meet the present situation,
conferences with the sawmillers have taken
place on several occasions this year and,
as I told the House before, arrangements
have been made for progressive reductions
in the oversca exports, particularly of
sawn timber. The ratio of sawn timber for
oversea, for the current half year, has
been cut down to a comparatively small
figure. These reductions will make a con-
tribution to the available supplies for use
in this State..

Mr: Styants: What classes of timber are
there other than sawn timber9

The M1INISTER FOR HOUSING: Sleep-
ers. The broad distinction is between sawn
timber and sleepers. In the case of bricks,
in the early part of the year there were
some setbacks. One of the largest produc-
ing yards, owing to some partnership diffi-
culties bet,*een the owners leading to dis-
sension in policy in the conduct of the
business, fell in production to 75,000 bricks
a week. Now, however, it is back to
230,000 bricks a week. -it is one of our
main producers. The Government, through
the Building Materials Division,- and by
making finance available and helping in
regard to machinery, has been able to
assist that yard so that it is now back to
a substantial production. Assistance, both
technical and financial, has been given to
other brickyards, and-that has had an in-
fluence on the volume of production. We
hope that production will steadily increase.

The installations for large scale produc-
tion in brickyards, as with other building
material industries, -are pretty expensive.
The installation at the State brickyards,
which have a production of some 210,000
Pressed bricks per week, is obsolete to a
degree. In 1947 steps were taken to re-
place it with a modern plant. The manager
of the brickworka was sent home to Eng-
land towards the end of the year to make
the necessary arrangements, but unfortun-
ately died while abroad. A new manager,
Mr. Elston, experienced in the 'meehanis-
ation of briekworks was secured through
the Agent General, Mr. Kitson, and arrived
here in 1948. He has been doing a very
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good job. He set to work with a view to
establishing new installhstions at the State
works at Byford. Owing to the difficulty
of getting manufacturers of the equipment
to undertake definite commitments, it was
decided some three or four months ago
that further loss of time in the mechanisa-
tion of the brickworks could not possibly
be endured, so iAr. Elston was sent by air
to England, and he returned a fortnight
ago having got in contact there with manu-
facturers of modern brick-making equip-
ment, and having completed arrangements
with them for the manufacture and deliv-
ery of such equipment at the earliest pos-
sible period.

I am bound to say that it is a big job
to modernise a brickworks with new mach-
inery, and get it from England, from where
it has to come. It will be a year and a
half before the new works are in produc-
tion. They will then be able to produce
between 300,000 and 350,000 bricks per
week as against the present production of
200,000 per week. The present plant will
be capable of producing for some time to
come-I cannot say for how long, but it
might he for three or four years-so that
that the two plants will, in due course,
make an appreciable addition to the total
production of bricks in this State, which,
in very rough figures, is about 50,000,000
bricks per year.

In the case of cement, the one producer
in the State, the Swan Portland Cement
Company, arranged some considerable time
ago to put in new plant in order to double
its production. This company has met the
same difficulties in getting its plant manu-
factured and it will be a year or eighteen
months before the plant will be producing.
In the meantime the Building Materials
Division has been active and I hope
arrangements will he finalised in the next
few days to secure plant, from a mining
area, which will be installed with Govern-
ment assistance, at the Swan Portland
Cement Company's works. That will pro-
duce an extra 20,000 tons of cement a year
and will mean an increase of 25 per cent.
on present production. It is hoped that
if arrangements are completed for the in-
stallation of this temporary plant-and I
expect that will be accomiplishd-the addi-
tional output should be forthcoming in the
early part of next year.

The position regarding supplies of steel
products has been acute; in fact, it has
been so for some years. Galvanised iron,
piping, steel rods and many other steel
products rcquired in the building industry
and for industrial and primary producing
purposes have been in dangerously short
supply. The position was rendered worse
through the effects of the coal strike that
commcnced early in July last. I have had
various advices, but it will be either the
end of this year or some time up to March
of next year before the position regarding
steel products generally from the Eastern
States will he back to where it was before
the recent strike commenced.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: There is a lag of
thousands of tons now in steel products.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: That
is so. The position was bad enough, in all
conscience, before the recent industrial
trouble, but it has been worse still since
then. To meet that situation, as the
Premier has told the Committee, efforts
are being made to assist, through imports
from oversee. Immediately the stoppage
occurred in July, the Government set up a
special committee, consisting of the heads
of various departments under the chair-
manship of Mr. Fernie, of the Department
of Industrial Development, to advise in
connection with imports-especially of
steel products-from oversea. The Gov-
ernment had already arranged for the
importation of cement, in order to assist
the building programme and provide sup-
plies for necessary governmental works, par-
ticularly in relation to water conservation.
A total of 12,500 tons of cement was ordered
from the United, Kingdom and 7,500 ton~s
of that is still to come, but it is com-
ing forward now, although delivery has
been affected by the British dockers'
strike.

In addition to that, the Government has
arranged for the importation of asbestos
products from oversee. One hundred
thousand sheets of corrugated asbestos
have been ordered and that will he coming
forwvard in steady instalments in the near
future. A qi'iautity of flat asbestos sheets
was also ordered from the United Kingdom
and 5,000 yards have already arrived. Two
million feet of steel tubing are on order
from continental sources and it is hoped
that the first shipment of portion of that



[15 SzEMBER, 1949.] 09

order will be loaded next month. Also
110 tons' of water piping has been ordered
from France and is expected to be loaded
this month.

Mrx. Mfay: Of what sizes will the piping
bet

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: I
have not the sizes of the piping that is to
come from France, but it is for general use
and the instalment of piping coming to
hand in the pear future -will be in sizes
from % inch to two inch.

Mr. May: The larger sizes are in shorter
supply now.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: I
think the sizes of this order run from 3/
inch to two iniches. In addition to that,
large orders have now been placed for
Japanesc steel products and the two offi-
cers to whom the Premier referred are now
in Japan. One of their principal duties
is to ensure the earliest possible shipment
of these vital products to this State. The
steel products from Japan include quanti-
ties of corrugated iron, steel rods and other
tsteel requirement4 in short supply. At
present a programme is being drawn up,
and in fact a meeting is to be held to-
marrow, with the idea of orders 'bein~g
placed to cover our expected requirements
up till the end of next year.

A fifteen months' programme providing
for spaced deliveries is in view, in Order to
enable us to have some reserves of neces-
sary commodities for building and artic-
lnrly those of which supplies are limited.
In view of the difficulties involved through
the industrial stoppage in July, the State
Housing Commission imposed fairly severe
limitations on permits for commercial and
industrial construction. That is a matter
for regret, as I think the proper vie* is
that building should be balanced and that
there should be a proper ratio between
house construction and industrial building
construction, which means new industries
and the expansion of existing industries,
with the resultant employment opportun-
ities for the people now here and those
who will be here in the future.

Until the end of this year, however, in
order to maintain the volume of the housing
programme, the State Housing Commission
has very rightly thought that a consid-
erable. curtailment of industrial and com.-

mercial building is desirable. The Que ens-
land Government did that last year, when
it met an emergency, and for a period of
six maonths it virtually cut out permits
for anything other than house buiilding.
Generally speaking, every possible stimu-
lation is being given to the production of
building materials and the special division
of -the Department Of Industrial Develop-
ment, to which I referred, is charged with
no other duty than to lend every assistance
and encouragement to the production of
building materials. .

I pass now to some consideration of the
housing side. Up to the end of last year the
State housing programme showed-I think I
am justified in saying-suhstantial and pro-
gressive improvement. The building rate, of
course, started, s, the Leader of the Opposi-
tion reminded us, from small heginnings when
the war finished. This State observed the
desire of the Commonwealth that activities
of this kind should be limited to the utmost
possible extent and building in our State
virtually ceased. In some States certain
house-huilding continued and the result
was that they may be said to have had
rather a flying start as compared with our
State. But, two years ago our building
rate had reached and exceeded the pre-war
building rate.

Two years ago the rate had reached 2,120
houses per year. One year later-that is
for the year ended the 30th June last year
-the rate had risen from 2,120 per year
to 2,923 houses and for the last quarter of
last year the building rate rose to 4,030
houses. But, it must be borne in mind that
in the second half of the year the build-
ing rate is always higher than it is during
the first half. As I said, up to the end of
last year-that is the December quarter-
the building rate was 4,030 houses per year,
or more than double the pre-war building
rate, and thus it conld have been consid-
ered that the building programme had
shown a steady and progressive improve-
ment.

This year circumstances have occurred
which have adversely affected the building
rate. The power interruptions which
occurred between the end of December and
the end of March had a prejudicial effect

-on the production of materials and the
building of houses. That interruption was
followed by the conditions brought about
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owing to the coal stoppage at the begin-
ning of July. In addition, the impact of
the Commonwealth migration programme
has been felt, I might say for the irst
time, this year. The volume of migration
has, I think, exceeded the expectations of
most people and possibly of the Common-
wealth itself. In fact, at Canberra some
few weeks ago we were informed that
there was more shipping space than there
were migrants to fill it. Shipping has be-
come available to an extent which is beyond
anticipation. That being so, the Common-
wealth has been able to achieve the full
ratio of its migration policy. I offer no
criticism in that respect because I think
migration is essential to Australia and
particularly Western Australia.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: Ships are still being
altered in English dockyards.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: Yes.
The migration programme has hitherto been
one of nominated migrants and perhaps it
is worth my while to say a word or two about
that position. The nominator in this State
signs a form in which he undertakes to find
accommodation for the migrants he nominates
and the nominator undertakes that if he shall
not be able to afford that accommodation he
will providle or secure other accommodation
for his nominees. No! time limit is imposed
on this obligation but the accommodation is
inspected by the migration authorities and
if satisfactory the nomination is allowed. It
happens, however, that in spite of these
arrangements the migrants who enter upon
their nominator's accommodation, in many
cases, before very long become .eompetitors
for houses. Differences arise with -their
nominators-they usually live in the same
house--and before long the nominees are on
the doorsteps of the Cinmission asking for
accommodation. The e-xtent of that addi-
tional obligation, which is being east upon
the State in connection with the provision
of housing accommodation may be guaged
by the fact that during the year ended 'March
last this State gained additional population
of 6,178 people through migration. It
mnight be said that would represent possibly
1,200 families.

Mr. Graham: What period was that?

The MIN'ISTER FOR HOUSING: For
the year ended the 31st MNarch last. Between
the be.-inninz of this current month of Sep-
tember and the .30th June next, the intake of

migrants, who will be nominated migrants
into thbis State, will represent approximately
1,100 families. So, it must be appreciated
that commencing with the beginning of this
year a new factor of considerable magnitude
arose in the housing responsibilities of the
Commission. Last year- the Commission
evolved a number of new techniques in
building to which I shall merely refer in the
interests of time. These new techniques
were evolved in order to spread materials and
labour over the greatest possible number
of dwelling units. This meant the construc-
tion of duplex homes, expansible houses and
the encouragement of what is called owner-
builder or self-help houses.

The contribution by the owner-builder or
self-help applicant has been material in the
production of homes. Two years ago owner-
builders -were constructing houses at the rate
of 167 per annum. For the 12 months ended
June last houses were being constructed by
owner-builders at the rate of 849 per annum
which is something lie. five times as many
as bad been the rate of construction two
years before. Th spite of adverse conditions
which arose in the early part of the year, and
which I have already mentioned, the -build-
ing rate on the whole has held up satisfac-
torily. During the year ended the 30th June
last, 3,244 houses were completed, and that
is approximately 62 per cent. higher than
pre-war building and 80 per cent. higher than
the completion rate two years ago. Building
construction in this State has continued to be
relatively-I -use that word advisedly-
cheap compared with costs in other States.
Figures recently issued by the Common-
wealth Department of Works and Housing
showing the position as at the 30th June
of this year in relation to Commonwealth-
State rental houses, and taking the average
per square of a three-bedroom brick house
built in the metropolitan areas, give the fol-
lowing cost per square:-

'New Souith Wales M.75
Victoria . . -1637

QueenslandM IS 12
Western Australia . .126

And for a timber framed house of three bed-
rooms in the metropolitan areas the costs
per square are--

Nen-P South Wales
'Victoria
Queensland
'Western Autaralia

£

1.54
14,9
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Hon. F. J. S. Wise: That is an extremely
worrying precentage increase in recent times,
is it noti?

The MINISTER FORl HOUSING: Very.
I thoroughly agree with the Leader of the
Opposition and all we can say is that it has
been common to the other States. So far
we have been able to mainitain our relative
figures in an advantageous position, because
compared with the latest figures on Coin-
monwealth-State rental homes released by
the Commonwealth Department of Works
aind Housing our costs are approximately.
25 per cent below those in New South Wales.

Mr. Styants: The figures you quoted are
about £30 or £40 a square cheaper than you
could get privately.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: I
have not the latest figures on the price of
p~rivate buildings but Commonwealth-State
rental homes are of relatively cheap eonstrue-
tion and also to some extent are mass con-
structed.

Air. Styants: It is £E30 to £40 per square
dearer if one builds privately.

The 'MINISTER FOR HOUSING: Even
the ratio in the costs of private building is
relatively lower than in the other States.

Hon. F. ,T. S. Wise: It is nearly out of
reach for home ownership.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: I
agree that the costs are serious and of course
it tends to people constructing small type
homes, which is not so good; but what it
does lead to is a much greater demand for
Commonwealth.State rental homes.

Mr. Styants: That is the only chance a
working man has now of obtaining a home.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: I
will not say that, but it does represent an
extremely advantageous method of acuir-
ing a home, especially when the rental pro-
visions are taken into account under which,
broadly speaking-I will not give the fall
formula-the tenant is not liable to pay
more than one-fifth of the family income, no
matter what his circumstances may be. A d-
ministratively, the Commission has been as-
sisted by the appointment of a full-time
chairman. Valuable work was done by the
previous Chairman, Mr. Reid, but his res-
ponsibilities in that direction were such that
the work was more than could be fairly
laid on his shoulders and I feel that with

the energy and experience possessed by Mr.
Brownlie, he will proceed with all the vigour
that he can bring to bear upon the position.

Mr. Hegney: Is there any shortage of
finance?

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: No,
and in that respect the hon. member reminds
me that I omitted to refer to one aspect of
this division. The amount which is being
spent under this division is recouped from
Commonwealth funds, because that amount
relates to the work of the Commission in
building Commonwealth-State rental homes
under the Commonwealth-State agreement
and acting as agent for the Commonwealth
administratively for the construction of war
service homes. Those expenses are rebated
from funds provided by the Commonwealth
and are absorbed in the costs of the two
types of houses to which I have referred.

In order to meet the increasing weight
of responsibility involved by the influx of
our migrant population, the Commission and
the Government since the commencement of
this year have been giving consideration to
the methods of building in order to get the
maximum construction from the materials
and labour from time to time available. I
think I can. say that the new types of
building introduced last year in the shape
of owner-built houses, duplex houses and
expansible houses, played a very important
part in the expansion of the building rate
which took place !ast year. But as we have
additional responsibilities now, it has be-
cme necessary to give still more attention
to any improvement by which the total num-
ber of dwellings can be increased.

Earlier this year the Commission decided
to initiate a programme of ready-made houses
or what are called "spec" houses to mobilise
any latent activity which might be found in
the ranks of builders. This scheme has not
had full time to come into effect because
builders would not have had time to finish
their current work before they commence the
building of ready-made houses. But 140
permits have been issued for that type of
house which is already making a contribution
to the building programime.

The conditions attached to the building
of ready-made houses involve these terms:
That first option to buy them should be
given to people who had. established their
priority in respect to a permit to build,
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secondly, that the price was subject to ap-
proval under the Land Sales Regulations
procedure, and thirdly, the construction of
the dwellings was subject to a certain de-
gree of supervision by the Commission's in-
spectors to ensure that the buildings were
reasonably and soundly constructed in the
interests of the buyer.

Mr. Graham: Where does the control of
prices come into it now?

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: With
the situation which will take place at the
end of the year, that aspect will need some
further consideration but it will he, I have
no doubt, still safeguarded because that is
part of the terms upon which the Commis-
sion agreed to have these houses built.

Mr. Graham: It will be a case of the sky
is the limit.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: I
do not think that will be the ease.

Mr. Graham: Houses with vacant posses-
sion are bringing unimaginable figures.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: Even
so far as that is concerned, for the time
being there may be some degree of inflated
prices, but I am told that in Victoria where,.
a considerable time ago, they lifted the con-
trol on house sales, the situation has come
back to earth in quite a satisfactory way.
We find now that the sales of vacant sub-
divided land in this SRtate are taking place
freely at far lower prices than was the case
when controls were operating.

Mr. Reynolds: Of course, there is no short-
age of building blocks but a tremendous
shortage of homes.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: The
comparison is quite justly made.

Mr. Graham: But vacant occupation is a
factor that is apparent.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: That
is important.

Mr. Graham: I am wondering whether the
people will be able to afford to buy them.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: I
had an opportunity of inspecting a house
that is being erected on the Guildford-road
towards Belmont. I found it was a very
decent type of dwelling and it was erected
at a very reasonable price. I would say
that on the whole intending owners will get

a reasonable deal, and furthermore there will
be increasing competition between builders,
which will tend to keep down prices.

Mr. Fox: That wil be the day when there
is competition with regard to tenders!

* The 'MINISTER FORt HOUSING: In
my view, increasing numbers will be coming
into the building trade, and that will tend
to keep prices within reasonable bounds.

Mr. Graham: That time is a long way off.

The MINISTER FOR HOOSING: I
think not.

Mr. Reynolds: Yes, a decade or so.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: I
think the hon. member may later be surprised
at his pessimism. Builders in this State
have shown themselves to be pretty respon-
sible. The base price for Commonwealth-
State rental homes has provided a most
reasonable profit margin, and I think the
builders' organisation wtill do its utmost to
ensure that the public will get a fair deal.

Mr. Reynolds: What are they making-
£100 net per house?

The. MINISTER FOR HOUSING: I
do not know what the outside ratio is, but
with regard to Commonwealth-State rental
homes, one builder said he was getting less
than 5 per cent, as profi margin on the ion-
struction of a rental house. In addition to
this, the Commission has made arrangements
to initiate another department for the more
speedy erection of houses, and that is by
pre-cutting on a mass scale. The idea is
to pre-cut in factories timber-frame houses
which will be brought to the site and there
erected with much more speed and consider-
ably less cost than would be involved in on-
the-site construction of individual houses.
Arrangements have already been made for
approximately 400 of these pre-cut timber-
frame houses for the current financial year.
These dwellings will not be as large nor will
they have such embellishments as are em-
bodied in the larger types of rental houses
which have hitherto been built. On the other
hand, they will be reasonably constructed
and, as the cost and rental factors will be
IdWer, they will not only be capable of
speedier construction but will be ready for
occupation by the owner at a much lower
call upon his income. Thirdly, as a means
of meeting the added demand which has
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arisen from the arrival of migrants, the Com-
mission now has under examination a pro-
gramme for building minimum-shzed dwell-
ing units that will be suitable for occupation
by a man and his wife, or by a man, his
wife and an infant child, to be pre-cut in
the factories in as large numbers as may
be required.

These units will be suitable for expansion
at a later date into full-size normal dwell-
ings when the supply of materials allows that
to be done. Preliminary plans have been pre-
pared, and this project is being examined
as a means of speedier erection of divellings,
particularly suitable for small-unit families
to meet the situation that is confronting us
now through the steady arrival of migrant
population year by year. Further, the con-
struction has been authorised of either
double or four-flat hutment buildings, which
have been ref erred to as migrant accommoda-
dion. I explained the other day that the
State Housing Commission and Government
departments are importing tradesmen from
England and our obligation to the Common-
wealth is to provide them with accommoda-
tion on their arrival here. These flats which
will 'provide better accommodation than is
available in converted Army huts, will be
used to house migrants who arrive under
the auspicies of State departments.

-Mr. Brady: Will that be done irrespective
of our own builders having to live in small
rooms, or even in one room?

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: Our
own builders will be entitled to receive reas-
onable consideration. It is generally recog-
nised that if a man is a builder and is able
to contribute to the easing of the housing
problem for the accommodation of others,
he should be allowed such accommodation
as will retain him in the industry; other-
wise, he may be lost to it. Again, the Com-
mission is expanding what I have referred
to as the owner-built housing scheme. That
refers to small houses as to which, in most
cases, the owner contributes his own labour
or is able to mobilize his friends or build-
ing artisans he may know, and when he gets
the materials together he can, with their aid,
put up a small building.

',%r. Hegney: That is the self-help scheme.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: Yes.
Many people, when offered such an oppor-
tunity, will do very fine work, even though

it takes a considerable time in making the
materials themselves for part of the house,
until ultimately they are able to arrive at
a stage when they can embark upon the con-
struction of the house that will form their
home. This scheme is to receive further en-
couragement from the Commission. Permits
for the construction of this type of dwelling
are issued at the rate of 60 a month, or 720
a year, and I think the Commission will, if
possible, step up the ratio to encourage
this type of building whereby the owner can
build a small place of two or three rooms to
provide himself with a home, suitable for
himself and .his family, as was done in this
State by thousands of people in the early
days.

Many of these presentable and comfortable
home are to be seen in the suburban areas,
and in the country districts where this class
of construction has been undertaken. The
Commission's additional efforts in order to
meet its building responsibilities this year
have therefore been the initiation of the
readymade house scheme, the initiation which
is now commencing of pre-cutting timber-
frame houses factory built, and the project
which is no w being examined of a minimum
size dwelling unit for the accommodation
of the smallest type of family on to which
additions can be made at a later stage to
get a dwelfing of normal size.

Mr. Reynolds: What is the maximum
weekly rental charged by the Housing Com-
mission?

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: *I
would not like to guess the exact figure, but
it has risen with later homes to £2.

'Mr. Reynolds: What is the minimum for
the same type?

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: The
minimum that can he charged under the
agreement is 8s. a week, hut that only arises
where, for example, the tenant is unem-
ployed and invokes the family income clause.
If I may proceed, Mr. Deputy Chairman, I
shall saj' a word or two about rental home
construction. In rental homes this State has
built on a ratio to population many more
than other States. We have been, rightly
or wrongly, the chief rental home State. r
think we built 50 per cent, more in ratio
to population that the highest of the other
States.
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Mrx. May: The 40-hour week has not
affected it.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: The
rental home programme has been broadly
aiming at 1,000 of these homes a year. Over
2,700 rental homes have already been corn-
picted and occupied in this State. Last
year 1016 homes were completed and 1064
were under construction at the end of June
last, compared with 846 completed during
the year ended the 30th June, 1948, and 912
under construction at the 30th June, 1948.
The rental homes represented one-third ap-
prc*xiiately of our lhowiing coanstruction
for the year ended the'30th June last. Ren-
tal homes represented 1016 and private
buildings 2,228, making a total of 3,244 for
the year ended the 0th June last. Of the
private buildings, 489 were war service
hoies and 1,739 other houses built privately.
Reference was made to the number of appli-
cations in band. Arrangements have been
made for a sample survey of applications
for all types of houses in order to ascertain
the extent to which they are valid. It hap-
pens in quite a large ratio that-even when
a permit is granted and in accordance with
practice an inspection is made before the
permit is issued to make sure the applicant
still needs it-a substantial proportioii of
the applicants no longer need theIr permits.
They have gone to some other address or
have provided themselves with accommoda-
tion which is reasonably satisfactory.

Mr. Lancaster, the Economic Research
Officer, in a merporandum made by him
recently-while indicating that his remarks
are provisional only because he is awaiting
the result of a sample survey of the appli-
cations now pending-has expressed the
opinion that the main source of the increase
of applications has been from people who,
from a social viewpoint, are adequately
housed at present. He refers to the position
which has arisen from the increase in mi-
grants and quotes the figure of 6,178. which
is our population gain through migration for
the 12 months ended on the 31st March last.
His provisional view is that there are about
8,000 applicants who can be said to be in
real need of houses; in other words, of the
total applications held, a proportion of
which is represented by duplications or trip-
licafions, there might be said to be 8,000
people whose living conditions are such that

they are in need of houses in order to re-
move them from their present accom-
modation.

Mr. Graham: That is very many more
than when this Government took office.

The 3MISTER FOR HOUSING: That
is an argument which I have had before.

Mr. Graham: And which you will have
again.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: Yes.
I want to say this: Until we can mobilise
our migrant population into the building in-
dustry, as we are endeavouring to do--that
is why the State Housing Commission is
nominating tradesmen as migrants and there-
fore has to provide them with accommoda-
tion when they come here in order to make
sure that we shall have people who will make
their contribution towards the housing of
migrants and of people already here--until
we get our migrant population settled down
and organise them, I am hoping-and have
every reason to expect-that we will see an
appreciable increase in our building ma-
terials production and consequently in
the construction of houses. Today it is
increasingly evident that the labour position,
which has been so acute in the past in a num-
ber of industries, is becoming relieved, al-
though still difficult. That relief, coming
from migrants arriving here, is going to
make its contribution towards building
materials and the building programme.

In reply to the matter raised by the bon.
member, I wish to say that the more migrants
w-c get the bigger our list will grow for the
time being of those who want houses, until
we can organise the migrants to produce
building materials and construct their homes
to accommodate themselves and other people.
With the first impact of a migration pro-
gramme such as we are experiencing this
year, we are bound to have an increase in
applications. From the point of view of
building in the ordinary way, however, I have
explained that pre-war our normal housing
requirements were about 2,000 a year.

Up to 18 months ago that figure remained
about the same, but last year we constructed
3,200 houses, so we have met normal require-
ments and show 1,200 homes towards making
up arrears. That is inescapable. But when
we have the onset of a migration programme,
We are going to find that the position will
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create a big demand for houses and, for the
time being, an increase in the number of
applications, including applications from
people who are quite well housed hut have
a block of land at Mosnian, or in the hills,
or at Safety Bay, and now think the time
has cclne to submit iequests for houses,
though they do not need them for essential
occupation.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: There are a lot of
people in sub-standard houses who have not
yet applied.

The INISTER FOR HOUSING: I
think they have pretty -well aUl applied. At
any rate, a goud many have; but I think
that what the member for Northam says is
very true. The report of the Commonwealth
Housing Commission, published at the end
of 1944, gave a census of the sub-standard
houses and even in this State the number
was such as to represent a very considerable
responsibility for future building pro-
grammes. For the time being, however, we
have to confess that where houses are reason-
able, or not too bad, they must be used.

The matter of controls is one which has
been giving the Commission and the Govern-
ment a great deal of concern. Western Aus-
tralia has been the most heavily controlled
State in Australia. In all the other States
free building of houses has been permitted
for some time. The most controlled of the
other States is South Australia, where one
is allowed to build without a permit or can
automatically get a permit for the building
of a house of up to 10 squares. In Tasmania
one can build a house of any squarage with-
out a permit and in the other States the
squarage ranges from 12 / to a larger figure.
I observe that the New South Wales Gov-
ernment has lust determined that its squar-
age, which hitherto was 12 Y2a for free house
building, shall be increased to 16 in Sydney
and Newcastle, with no limits in the other
parts of that State.

The Commission and the Government have
given consideration to this from time to time
over the last couple of years, and at present
f urther consideration is being given to it,
to determine whether sonmc additional liberal-
isation in budlding opportunity might not
make an important contribution to the total
number of homes built-in other words,
whether an increased opportunity to build
may not bring about that incentive and en-

terprise on the part of intending home own-
ers, and people engaged in the manufacture
of building materials, and builders them-
selves, which will make an important ad-
dition to the total volume of houses pro-
duced. That, however, is a matter on which
no determination has yet been made. The
member for Collie asked me about the con-
trol of building materials. Those controls at
present are being maintained on the same
commodities as are now controlled.

The other matter is not the control of
materials but the control of building opera-
tions; and in that respect the time has
arrived when consideration should be given
to a wider opportunity for building to he
allowed, -Representations have been made by
country municipalities in conference, country
road boards and responsible builders' or-
ganisationls that this matter should be given
attention, and it is receiving consideration.

MR. GRAHAM (East Perth) [9.5]:
Bearing in mind very vividly certain illus-
trations that appeared in the public 'Press
two and a half years ago, and having an in-
timaate knowledge of the hardship being suf-
fered by very many people, I can assure
the MKiniister that I am not ncnrly as sanguine
-regarding the efforts of himself and his de-
partment as he gives indication of being.
I am still fearful of the results of the pres-
sure which obviously is being exerted under
a concerted plan by various interests, of
which I quoted four the other morning. I
noticed that according to yesterday's paper
the Building Industry Congress also has de-
cided to make representations to the Govern-
ment with a view to securing some relaxation
with regard to building permits and materials
control tinder certain circumstances.

I am aware that steps along those lines
have, ans the Mlinister mentioned, already been
taken in practically all the other States of
the Commonwealth. I would point out, how-
.ever, that we, as members of'Parliament in
Western Australia, are able to judge the
situation and influence it only so far as the
Western Australian Parliament is concerned.
Personally, I can see that very many ano-
malies arc likely to arise and greater hard-
ships are likely to be imposed if any of the
restrictions now in existence are relaxed.
My chi ef criticism is that there is insufficient
policing- of controls.
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The Minister for Housing: I think I am
known as 'the great controller."

'Mr. GRAHAM: That may be so amongst
the supporters of the Party of which the
.Minister is a member. They are concerned
more, shall we say, with the principle of
the thing than with the dire results which
I am absolutely certain would follow any
relaxation; and the M1inister himself, prob-
ably reluctantly-

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: Do you not realise
the Minister is only joking?

Mr. GRAHAM: -reimposed coptrols over
certain materials on which controls had been
relaxed earlier, because of the situation that
was developing and for no other reason. As
I think I mentioned on a previous occasion,
the coalminers' strike provided an excuse
for the controls to be reinmposed.

The Minister for Housing: You are not
quite right there.

Mr. GRAHAM: At least the reversal of
form proved to all of us who hnew pre-
viously, that it was a false step on the part
of the Government to remove controls from
certain essential building materials. My
chief complaint about the activities of the
Mtinister's department is tbat it seems to
have an academic and orthodox approach
to this problem of providing houses for the
people. The Minister, with the assistance
of experts of one type and another, has ap-
parently convinced himself that headway is
being made with regard to the home building
situation. When the Government took office
there were slightly in excess of 8,000 out-
standing applications for dwellings. At the
present time them are approximately 23,000,
1 know that some are duplicated and tripli-
cated, and that not all of the applicants
are necessarily suffering accommodation
hardships. But that, of course, has always
been the ease. A certain nuniter of the
8,000 that were outstanding when the Gov-
ernmnent took office would also have to be
discounted on that score. Therefore, if we
are generous to the Government and reduce
the number of outstanding applications by
half, we find that the position has deterior-
ated so that it is approximately 100 per
cent. worse.

The Attorney General: Would you take
into account the migration that has been
forced on it by the Labour Government?

Mr. GRAHAM: If the Attorney General
will be patient I will deal with thiat matter.

The Attorney General: I am interested,
that is all.

Mr. GRAHAM: If the Attorney General
displayed a little more interest and a little
less talkativeness he would show more re-
gard for the subject. It is all very we~ll to
appear self-satisfied about what has been
done, and to quote the increased production
of certain essential building, requirements,
and the figure as to the rate of completion
of houses, but I have some regard for the
bald facts. Numbers of people are still wait-
ig in vain. Many have been waiting for be-

tween five and ten years. They have suffered
hardship, and have not yet received a per-
mit, nor has a rental home been granted
them. Many people who are living under
shocking conditions approach me daily. I
have on a number of occasions emphasised
the position and endeavoured to make the
Minister and the Government appreciate that
this is not an ordinary problem to be treated
in an ordinary way by a Government de-
partment.

It is, without question, a national crisis.
All sorts of u~northodox approaches should
be made in an endeavour to solve the prob-
lem. Once again I shall repeat the story
of a woman who wrote to me two years ago
and said she had married a young man prior
to the outbreak of the war. Following on
the marriage they occupied a room in her
parents' home. Her husband was absent on
service for a number of years. He
has since returned. They are still
living within the four walls of the
room which comprises their entire home.
There is friction between them and the
parents. For 10 years that young couple
have been living in those conditions. They
are not suffering any hardship inasmuch
as they are adequately housed in a room.
Therefore they are just as far from re-
ceiving a permit to build, or getting a
rental home, as they were at the outbreak
of war 10 years ago. The woman, in her
letter to me, pleaded on account of the
fact that she, like the average woman, de-
sired a ~nest of her own, and a family of
her own.

Mr. Brady: How many has she in her
family now?



[15 SEPTMBEFR, 1949.] 20

Mr. GRAHAM: None whatsoever. She
said that the room was so cluttered with
furniture that they had purchased when
they were married that it would not be fair
to have any family; and it probably would
not assist materially in the securing of a
home if they were to have a child.

Hen, E. H. H.L Hall: Is her husband in
constant work

Mr. GRAHAM: As far as I am aware,
he is; but he i's an ordinary working man.'
.Mr. Brady: A population crista as well

as a housing crisis.
Mr. GRAHAM: That is so. The point

I am seeking to make is that this young
-couple--and their case could be multiplied
many times-have spent 10& years under
conditions that should not be tolerated;
and it appears that they will get nowhere
for another 10 years. Surely, therefore,
we should exert ourselves to depart from
ordinary miethods and processes in order
to do soniethiing for them.

The Minister for Housing: I think you
will find that is being done.

Mr. GRAHAM: I give a straightout
denial to the suggestion contained in the
Minister's interjection. In the last two
years I have had more approaches made to
me by people requiring houses than at any
time previously, because of the shocking
conditions under which they were living.
In some cases husbagds and wives have been
living hundreds of miles apart because the
husband has been transferred, and there
has been no accommodation for his family.
That sort of thing is prevalent.

The Minister for Housing: I think you
will- find that there is a steady departure
from orthodoxy.

Mr. GRAHAM: My complaint is that
it is far too steady and owlthodox. I 'intend
to make'several. observations on the matter.
To my knowledge, Western Australia
undertook less house construction than any
other State during the war. Therefore our
problem remained unabated, in addition to
which, comparatively speaking, the sources
of supply of building materials were dor-
mant instead of being used as they were
in the other States. Accordingly, follo*v-
iag the cessation pf hostilities, we com-
mnenced more or less fiat-footed by compari-
son with the Eastern States. Some scheme
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must now be devised in order to generate
greater speed in the construction of homes,
otherwise it will be mnany years--I em Li-
mate it to be the best part of 20 years;
sad that is after consultation with persons
in the building trade as well as certain
officers. in the State Housing Commission
-before a reasonably normal stage is
reached. Surely that in itself should in'-
-press members with the necessity of speed.

The Minister for Housing: I think your
figures are very much astray.

Mr. GRAHAM: The Minister spoke in
quite optimistic terms shortly after he as-
sumed the position of Minister for Hous-
ing. Apart from propaganda purposes, I
do not think for one moment he would be
prepared to suggest-notwithstanding a con-
siderable increase in the building rate-that
there has in fact been an improvem:ent in
the housing position of the people of this
State. I do not believe a contention such.
as* that is valid. the Minister has mentioned
certain new techniques that are being under-
taken; the erection of duplex or double
houses; the expansible type to which addi-
tions can subsequently be made and self-
help homes in connection with which at least
one-third of the work is supposed to be
undertaken by the owner himself. Notwith-
standing those new devices, the position is
still falling into a worse state.

I am aware that approaches have been
made to the Government and to the Housing
Commission, seeking to impress upon them
the necessity to depart from ordinary every-
day methods of building. As somebody re-
cently expressed it, when we have a problem
of a magnitude such as this, it is ridiculous
to be constructing houses at the rate of gin.
by Sin, at a time-or that is the measure-
ment of a brick. Of course, that figure can
be halved, because there is a doable row of
bricks in a wall, as everyone knows. Ac-
cordingly a number of people have sought
to do certain things to accelerate the rate
of construction of houses. While the rate
may be increasing, there is no gainsaying
the fact that individual houses take far
longer to complete today than they did pre-
war. It would appear that anything between
san and 12 months is now regarded as being
a reasonahle time for the construction of
a house, whereas it was done much more
quickly in- pre-war days. I am speaking
of cases where individual contractors are
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working, and not necessarily of groups of
buildings being constructed, as in that case
some lag is probably unavoidable.

Recently I had a conversation with one
of the State's leading builders who, I think,
constructs the second greatest number of
houses of any of our contractors. He as-
sured me that from his experience in build-
ing, not only for the State Housing Com-
mission, but also during his lifetime in the
industry, he could increase the rate of house
construction by approximately 50 per cent.
-if I remember rightly-if only he were
allowed by the State Housing Commission
to do those things that he desires to do. But
there are restrictions of one sort and an-
other imposed upon him and they consider-
ably reduce his output. The Minister men-
tioned that pre-cut timber-framed houses
have now been approved. A proposition
was submitted to the State THousing Com-
mission-then the Workers' Homes Hoard
-as long ago as 1943-44, to my knowledge.
I remember the manager of the firm of
Douglas Jones & Coy., I think a.1Mr. Os-
borne, having shown just what could -be
done in the matter of reducing costs and
the simplicity and speed with which houses
could be constructed. I went into and in-
spected one of those houses, which I think
he said had been erected over two week-
ends. It seems incredible that a house could
be erected in that time, but this house was
erected in Guildford and I fancy that some
time subsequent to that another was erected
and the Guildford Municipal Council or-
dered that it be demolished, solely on the
ground that it did not confonn to sonme of
the age-old requirements of the local gov-
erning body.

It is not sought that houses which could
easily and readily become sub-standard or
develop into slums should be permitted to
be constructed, but the alternative for many
families at present is that they must con-
tinue to live in sheds, garages, fowl-houses,
back verandahs, single rooms, condemned
premises and so on, enduring all the dis-
location of family life that is caused by
such circumstances today. I would like to
know bow far the 'Minister and his depart-
ment have investigated the question of brick
veneer houses. That is the type of house
with a single row of bricks as an external
facing and a plasterboard lining. They
might not be as durable or a, permanent as

brick houses constructed in the ordinary
way, hut something must be done quickly or
else thousands of our people and their fami-
lies will have to spend most of their lives,
if not their entire lives, suffering the physical
strain and mental torture that they are
undergoing at the present day.

I understand that proposals have been
submitted for the walls of homes to be con-
structed by pouring concrete in between
wooden or steel frames. That seems to me
to be a mgre rapid method of erecting houses
than by the tedious process of building brick
upon brick. But somehow, when these sub-
missions are made, excuses or pretexts are
trotted out and the person submitting the
idea is discouraged. Surely no harm could
be done if people who have given thought
to these matters and who in many cases have
had a considerable amount of experience,
were given opportunity of building not one,
but a whvole. group of houses by the methods
that they advocate.

Hon. E. H. H. Hall: Do you think the
arrangement between the Commonwealth
and the State circumscribes such opera-
tions?

Mr. GRAHAM: No, because the arrange-
ment between the Commonwealth and State
is merely a monetary one and there is a
basis, as the member for Geraldton knows,
for the commitments to be met by both
parties, while the manner of construction
of the houses is left entirely to the State
authorities.

[Mr. Brand took the Chair.]

The 'Minister foi Housing; Within limits.
The Commonwealth must approve of the
general standards.

Mr. GRAHIAM3: That is so, but even if
there were to be some interference in that
respect-it is not a considerable interfer-
ence that the Minister has mentioned, as
he well knows-surely it would brpossible
for the State to finance a scheme altogether
independent of the Commonwealth arrange-
ment, just as has been done in South Aus-
tralia. Of course, that would be under-
taken only after the Commonwealth auth-
orities had objected jo the types of houses
Proposed to be built. 'Members; will recall
the member for Canning, in association
with the member for Middle Swan, giving
a demonstration, in the grounds of Parlia-
ment House, of a certain type of concrete
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building block. It appeared to me-as a
novice-to be an excellent method of erect-
ing quite substantial and weather-proof
houses, not only rapidly, hut also, I should
think, at a cost something less than that
now ruling for a brick building. Only the
other evening I was informed of large con-
crete slabs which comprise considerable s&e-
tions of individual walls.

The Minister for Housing: They are the
"Monucrete'" houses.

Mr. GRAHA'M: Yes, that is the trade
name used for the product. Here again
every encouragement should be given to
people 'who come forward with ideas of
that nature. My experience of Govern-
mnent departments, not only as a member
of Parliament but also because I have
worked in several of them, indicate to me
that there is an all too frequent tendency,
when a proposal differing from that to
which the department has beep accustomed
is suggested, to discourage it, Immediately
those in authority in the department look
for excuses to thwart the new idea. Why
that should be I do not know. It almost
seems like the development of a type of
sales resistance, but it should not exist,

Mr. Styants: Professional jealousy.

Mr. GRAHAM -- There may be something
in that, but it certaintly should not exist
when we have the tragedy confronting us
that, without any question, we have so far
as the general building situation is con-
cerned. Rather than have people living on
balconies, in back ' rooms or sheds of one
type or another, surely it would be some
substantial improvement if these people
were given hutments. of some sort-

The Minister for Rousing: I agree with
you.

Mr. GRAHAM: -where they could live
as complete family units away from the
strife and friction of living with other
people in houses; where they could have
their own facilities to themselves, to say
nothing of a little privacy. It is an ideal,
of course, to have a decent brick or timber-
frame, tiled-roof residence for every
family, complete with a front verandah or
porch, passageway and plenty of space and
accommodation. But, if we are to proceed
slowly, giving the ultimate to a fortunate
few, then the great many will be waiting
for a icore of years or more. Surely it i~s

better to effect some sort of improvement
as a half-way measure than seek to supply
everybody with first-class accommodation,

To give an indication of how bad the
situation really is, I was in contact with
the Railway Department today. As mem-
bers are aware, a certain number of houses
in the metropolitan area and in the coun-
try are owned by that department. The
great bulk of those owned by the depart-
ment in the metropolitan area are, I think,
in my electorate of East Perth, I was in-
formed that there are 120 railway em-
ployees alone on the waiting list on

-the odd chance that one of those
houses miglft, on some future occasion,
become vacant. I am told that this very
rarely occurs, because, even when an officer
of the Railway Department is transferred,
say, to Merredin, his family must remain
in possession of that house because there
is no accommodation for the family of that
working man in the new centre to which
he has been transferred.

The officer with whom I had the discus-
sion said that he bad been through these
applications and weeded them out. He told
me that there were 31 extremely bad cases,
and I was approaching him abiout a man
who was now to take the thirty-second place
on the list. This man and his daughter axe
occupying premises in East Perth and these
premises, inci 'dentally, must be vacated in
November, two months hence. This man's
wife and five children are in a one-roomed
shack at Coogee and an 'other member of
the family lives in the cobntry because
there is simply no space or room in which
to place the lad. Those are the conditions
under which that family is' living at the
present moment. I could quote other in-
stances where families have been separated
for periods- in excess of 12 months, and yet
nothing can be done. Surely it would be a
saner proposition to provide even the
humblest homes for people in that category
rather than wait for the years whent we can
provide decent, substantial, modern bick
homes.

Hlon. E. H. H. Hall: Hear, hear!

Mr. GRAHAM: I think commnonsense
dictates that. Once again I suggest to the
Government that consideration must be
given to the erection of hutments or some
form of temporary accommodation until
something more permanent can be -pro-
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vided. The Government should investigate
the possibility of erecting huge blocks of
fiats where 20 or even 50 families could be
accommodated.

The Minister for Housing: You ought to
hear the Town Planning Commissioner on
flats!1

Mr. Fox: I hope -we never get that far.

Mr. GRAHAM: The suggestions I km.
making are in the name of humanity.

Mr. Fox: You had better join forces with
the Honorary Minister.

Mr. GRAHAM: There is nothing wrong
with flats, as flats.

Mr. Fox: It's A right so long as you
are not living in themn.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: The position must
be desperate for the member for East Perth
to suggest that.

Mr. 4GRAHAM:- It certainly is. Some
-of the most select suburbs in the metropoli-
tan area are those which cPoptain fiats. We
have only to look at Hollywood or Ned-
lands and Stirling-highway. Those are
places where there are fiats, to say nothing
of the somewhat elevated street, Mount-
street, where the Minister lives.

Mr. Fox: But look at the amenities those
people have and the amenities that would
be provided in these other flats!

Mr- GRAHAM: if the member for South
Fremantle had listened to me, he would
have some appreciation of the amenities
enjoyed by people living in fowl-houses.

Mr. Fox: I know all about that.

Mr. GRAHAM: And I want them-
Mr. Fox: I know just as much about that

as you do.
Mr. GRAHRAM: -to cease living under

those conditions as rapidly as possible.
Under ordinary cireum~tances, perhaps, I
would not for one moment suggest tremen-
dous blocks of fiats, but something has to
be done about the situation. However un-
desirable flats may be in normal circum-
stances, they are at least immeasurably-
better, particularly if there is proper super-
vision, than the conditions in which thous-
ands of people are living at present. When
we talk about 10,000 or 20,00% outstanding
applications, we must remember that they
probably represent four or five people to

every application. Accordingly, there are
somewhere between 50,000 and 100,000
people in Western Australia who are liv-
ing under sub-normal circumstances.

The Minister for Housing: You want to
see a statistician.

Mr. 'GRAHAM: If we take the ifigures
of the Minister-and those of the Eco-
nomic Research Officer-that there are
8,600 of them, -which excludes those who
are adequately housed, thatmeans that we
have 8,000 needy applicants. I suggest
that the majority of them would comprise
families, and if we assessed them on the
basis of a husband and wife and two child-
ren, which is a fair av ierage, that gives a"
figure in excess of 30,000 who are mnade-
quately housed. That is an estimate based
on the M1inister's own figures. Therefore
some comprehension of the seriousness and
magnitude of the problem can surely be ap-
preciated by members. I am making these
suggestions in %rder that witbin a measur-
able time something approaching reasonale
accommodation will be provided for the
people instead of their having to continue
living as they arc now and as they have lived
in many cases for quite a number of years.

The Minister for Housing: I think you
are on the right lines-

Mr. GRAHAM: Perhaps some other mem-
bers can make some suggestions.

The Minister for Housing: -apart from
fiats.

Mr. GRAHAMT: Apparently flats are all
right when they are constructed along Stirl-
ing-highway and in the suburb of Nedlands,
and where they are expensive and exclusive
buildings divided into fiats a couple of
hundred yards from Parliament House.

Mr. Read: They are not all right any-
where.

M11r. Fox: They may be all right where
there are no children.

Mr. GRAHAM: It is all very well to con-
demn such a proposal but I would like to
hear something constructive to goad the Gov-
ernment into action and ensure the -prospect,
within a reasonable time, of proper accom-
modation being found for the people. But
apparently members, apart from the Minister
and his department, regard this suggestion
as academic and every "ill must be dotted
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and every "V" most be crossed, and houses
must be superlative before we do something
to remedy this tragic problem.

Members will have probably noted that
I asked several questions of the Minister
for Housing today hut unfortunately I have
not yet received replies to. them. I -want
to have a word or two to say about the
subject-matter contained in them. I was
appalled to read an article in "~The Sunday
Tiwes"--and I presume it is reasonably
authoritative because the name of the secre-
tary of the Roekingham Road Board is
linked with it-where it is quite proudly an-
nounced that 40 week-end cottages are in the
process of construction at Naval Base and
will he completed prior to Christmas. The
road board proudly envisages, provided the
Commonwealth agrees to the release of cer-
tain land, 'hundreds of week-end cottages
being erected at Point Peron. If the housing
position is as serious as I believe it to be
surely it is utterly wrong for people already
accommodated in houses to he building even
one room only with a front and back veran-
dab. Valuable building material is being
used to provide what could be called luxury
accommodation for fortunate people who are
able to afford it, while so many thousands
are denied the opportunity of obtaining a
home of any sort within a period of years.

If those 40 cottages were bunched in pairs
they would provide some sort of accommoda-
tion for the people in the metropolitan area
and elsewhere instead of being occupied
intermittently by a fortunate few. The ad-
ministration which allows that sort of situa-
tion to continue surely deserves the censure
of the people of Western Australia and as-
suredly towards the beginning of naxt year
the Government will receive it. There is
no need for me to repeat what I have said
on other occasions that hundreds, -if not
thousands, of instances could be quoted of
the construction of concrete footpaths, brick
fences, wood sheds, motor garages, un-
essential extensions to existing houses and
the like being undertaken.

Because those things were going on and
because the pressure of public opinion was
so great the Minister had to reverse his pre!-
vious decision and apply controls once again.
If be succumbs to pressure by those half
a dozen or so vested interdhts who carry
resolutions requesting relaxation on the part
of the Government on the building of less

than 12 or 15 squares then I suggest there
will he a plethora of these unnecessary build-
ings being erected to the disadvantage of
people who are genuinely in need of homes.

The Minister for Housingj: I think you
can sleep at night on that.

Mr. GRAHAM: On too many occasions
have I seen influential bodies Pass resolutions
and seen inspired newspaper articles appear-
ing as a prelude to certain steps being taken
by the Government and 3 sincerely hope that
that will not he the case in respect to this
matter. I think it would be an absolute
tragedy if the controls were removed. What I
want to see is a mdre stringent policing of
the controls that are in existenep. I want
to see a change in outlook in order to pre-
vent the recurrence of the many unneces-
sary buildings that I have cited ad nauscum
in this Chamber. I was hoping the Minister
would make reference to several instances I
quoted last week.

The Minister for Housing: In my reply
I will refer to the case of Barrow, Linton
& Co.

Air, GRAHAM: I will be pleased to hear
the Minister's reply because I did a little
pacing tbday and I found that Barrow,
Lin ton & Co. has approximately 25 squares
Of -6bujwruuiu and Duncan motors have 50
squares of showroom. Therefore this auth-
ority, this State Housing Commission, which
was established to defend the weak against
the strong, to kovide buildings where they
are most required, considers it more impor-
tant that there should be 50 squares of ac-
commodation constructed of brand new ma-
terial and made available for show-rooms for
motor vehicles rather than that deserving
people should he provided with h 'ouses. I
will agree with the Minister up to a certain
point only, that is, on the construction of
really essential industrial premises, but I
say that the erection of showrooms, particu-
larly of the magnitude of the buildings to
which I have referred-both premises are
within a few hundred yards of Parliament
House-is a standing disgrace to the Minis-
ter and his department. 'When he does reply
I do not want feeble excuses.

.The Minister for Housing: They will not
be feeble excuses; they will be facts.

Mr. GRAHAM:- What I want is an under-
taking from the Minister that such things
will not in future be allowed to occur. As
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for migrants, I think the Minister has
grasped the situation but provided some pre-
text or excuse for what has developed. I
have been informed that, as a general rule,
the State Housing Commission will not en-
tertain applications from migrants within a
.Period of 12 months of their arrival. As the

_bulk of the migrants have arrived within the
- last year, there should not be many of their

names appearing on the books of the Com-
mission.

The Minister for Housing: That is what
we are endeavouring to do, but you cannot
leave them on the streets.

Mr. GRAHAM: That is so.
The Minister for Housing: If they are in

trouble, we must do something for them.
Mr, GRAHAM: The number would he

infinitesimal, when we consider those who
have arrived within twelie months.

The Minister for Lands: There is a fair
proportion.

Mr. GRAHAM: The number must be
small compared with the arrivals.

The Minister for Housing: -Quite a fair
proportion.

Mr. GRAHAM: Information given to me
by an officer of the Immigration Depart-
ment does not bear that out.

The Minister for Housing: There are
many qualifying now after a year in the
State-thousands of them.

Mr. GRAHAM: The number would be in-
significeant compared with the arrivals be-'
cause the greater proportion of them have
arrived within the past twelve months. As
the Minister knows, several hundreds of
migrants are engaged in the production of
materials suitable for building. From
memory, I should say there are about 200 in
the timber industry and 50 or so in the field
of briekmeking. There are smaller numbers
employed in other avenues and, in addition,
very many of them are engaged in the actual
construction of houses. Therefore, there h-is
been a tremendous contribution to the house-
building programme by migrants themselves,
and I am confident in saying very little
strain to date has been imposed upon the
Housing Commission with regard to finding
housing accommodation for them. I am sue
it would be an eye-opener if we were to get
the actual number of migrants that have
been s;upnlied with homes. It would be
found that the number is very small indeed.

I hope that in the general observations
I have made this evening, I have to some ex-
tent convinced the Minister that he was
wrong in making the statement only an hour
or so ago that up to the end of last year the
housing situation had showed progressive
improvement. Figures obtained from his de-
partment have indicated a progressive retro-
gresion. The number of outstanding appli-
cations to the 31st July, of this year was
22,688, and the total has been increasing at
the rate of between 500 and 600 a month.
All of that increase is not due to duplica-
tion or triplication of applications, Let
the Minister turn back the pages of the
newspapers and read for himself the ad-
vertisements and statements made two and
.a half years ago and, irrespective of the in-
creased rate of construction of houses, see
if be can satisfy himself that there has been
any improvement in die situation generally.

Of course, there must have been some in-
ceased rate, of construction because, follow-
ing upon the cessation of * hostilities, the
rate was gradually improved and that im-
provement would have been apparent under
any Government. I do not desire to dwell.
upon the Party-political aspect of the mat-
ter at all. Tb~re is a terrible problem con-
fronting us, and the full magnitude of it is
not, to my mind, sufficiently recognised by
constituted authority. That is why, on so
many occasions, I have sought a new
approach to the problem in the hope that
within a measurable period something
worth-while might be done, even if it were
in some respects of a temporary nature, to
relieve the shocking plight and condition
under which so many citizens of Western
Australia are living at the present time.

ME. BRADY (Guildford-Midland) [9.55]:
It is mxy intention to comment on a phase
of the housing problem that has not been
dealt with to any extent previously, and
it relates to the purchase of land. During
the debate on the Revenue Estimates I men-
tioned that I was concerned with regard
to the swampy nature of land purchased
by the Housing Commission in the Bassen-
dean and Midvale areas. So much was that
the condition there that steps had to be
taken to drain the blocks before the founda-
tions for the houses could be put in. De-
spite that, we find that in recent times an
identical situation has arisen at Midvale.
Progress associations have complained, and
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individual householders have stressed the
position, which is pretty grim, at Midvale.
I was alarmed to find that, after I had
offered some criticism only a fortnight ago,
there appeared in "The 'Daily News" a
report regarding a further purchase of land
in the sama category.

Mr. Graham: Are you referring to Swaine
swamp 7,

LMr. BRADY: I know the area is called
by thaV name. While I feel I must criti-
cise the Government in this respect, I am
certainly not objecting to the erection of
houses, because I know that is so necessary.
I am aware also that the area may be built
up and drained so that the present-day
situation may be remedied, but it will be
done at very great expense. What I am
concerned abont is the expenditure of pub-
lic funds without the State getting value
for the money. So that members may fol-
low my objective, I shall read the report
that appeared in the "iDaily News" of the
30th August. The article was headed, "Big
Land Deal at Midvale" and read-

Perth auctioneer and valuer F. C. Swaine
has made a £2,665 sale -to the State Housing
Commission of 106 blocks of his ona land in
the Midland Junction district.

Hon- F. J. S. Wise: Was he the valuerl
Mr. BRADY: I do not 'know who was

the valuer, but it will be interesting to
members as I progress to, note just how
these things are done, how land is bought
and what the Government gets for its
money. The report continues-I

The sale was completed yesterday. The land
is near Midvale, the new housing settlement
and suburb about a mile from Midland Junc-
tion.t

M1r. Swaine said today he understood that
the Housing Commission would use every block
shortly to provide still more homes in this
-rapidy growing industrial centre.
The report goes on to state that recently
Mr. Swains sold a property of his in Hay-
street to the Rural and Industries Bank
for £3,500. The point I want to make is
that the land in question was sold at £20
a block and in some eases at £30 a block.
The greater part of the area was sold
within recent years by the local municipal
council for the non-payment of rates. In
those circumstances members can imagine
how the land was sold and what would be
obtained for it.,

ion. F. J. S. Wise: What did the land
bring?

Mr. BRADY: Some of the land was sold
at £1 or 10s. a block. In fact, I understand
that at the conclusion of the sale a lot of
the land was unsold and the auctioneer
approached Mr. Swains and said, "What
about putting the rest oA the blocks
together and taking them at s. or
10s. a block and putting them all
through on the one title?" I believe
that was the basis upon which the
balance of the land was disposed of.
That information was volunteered to me by
a ratepayer last week-end. He said be was
concerned at the way in which public funds
were being spent by the Government with-
out regard to value. I could not believe that
that was the position and so- yesterday
morning I tramped over some of this area
and, believe it or not, even though we have
had no rain for the past few days, I sank to
the ankles in mud in certain sections.

In quite a large portion of the area there
are no made roads, no electricity and no
drainage. Made roads serve only a small
proportion of the area. True, thre are one

,or two forme 'd sttdkA; but not ravel roads
properly dressed. It must be very discour-
aging to taxpayers to learn that their money
is being spent in this way- If it is the policy
0 f the G~nvernment to buy the best land
available for housing, it -is strange that I
should find on the file-which was made
available to me by the good races of the
Minister; 1 had asked for it to he tabled and
he arranged for me to peruse it-I should
see a memorandum which reads-

This is a better area than that upon which
we are building, being higher and more favour-
able from a building point of view.

That memorandum indicates or implies that
"the land we are building on" at Midvale
sihould not have been bought at all. The de-
partment should have retained Swaine's*
swamp. The better land was left till later,
thus indicating that proper consideration
had not been given to the purchase of 'land
for housing projects. As I -have said, I as
the member for the district must have re-
gard to the fact that industrial workers will
have to live in these houses. Consequently, I
consider the best land available should -be
bought on which to erect their homes, or at
least land equal to that bought for a similar
purpose in other Parts of the metropolitan
areat.

a
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Particularly good building land was
bought at Canning when the Labour Gov-
ernment was in office. Suitable land was also
acquired at Inglewood and other suburbs;
but at Guildford, Midland Junction and
Basseudean, low-lying land has been bought.
What grieves me is that immediately ad-
joining some of the swampy land there are
large areas that could have been acquired
and that do not require draining at all.
There is a typical instance at Bassendean.
Adjoining some brick houses at Bassendean
there is a hilly crest running, for about half
a mile along the road where the superphos.
phate works are erected. Why could not this
land have been bought in preference to the
low-lying land? So much for that I I would
ask the Minister to have an inquiry made
into this matter in order to ascertain what
factors were taken into consideration and
whether any regard was had to 4 the price
paid.

Why was £20 and £30 paid per block for
land which was not in demand? Nobody
wanted to buy it. When I was at North
Midland yesterday morning I approached
a man who was occupying a recently built
house and I asked him what he paid for the
land. He replied that he bought it three and
a half years ago. He said, "I bought 13
blocks for £125,"1 an average. of about £9
per block. His land was not more than 100
yards from the land for which the Gov~rn-
went paid £C20, £25 and £C30 a block.

Mr. Graham;- What is the area- of the
blocks?

Mr. BRADY: Those bought by the Gov-
ernment have an area, of about one-quarter
acre each. As the Government bought 106
blocks, I consider it should have bought the
land on an acreage basis. I believe similar
land was sold at £25 to £30 an acre about 20
years ago. I have two reasons for making
these commcnts tonight, first, to show that
public money is to an extent being thrown
away. I feel that if the gentleman from
whom the land was bought had received
£1,000, and not over £2,000, be would have
been well paid. My second reason is that I
think the workers whom I represent and
who will suffer the inconvenience and diffi-
culty associated with trying to drain their
land in these swampy areas should have
reeeived greater consideration.

I wish to make a few comments on other
aspects of the building programme. I am
pleased that the Minster is reconciled to the
fact that it is not right for big industrial
establishments to he given permits to erect
business premises whilst the people are in
desperate need of homes. I hope the Minis-
ter will continue to be in that frame of
mind, and if the time does come when he
feels there should be some relaxation of this
control, be should restrict buildings for
business purposes to the minimum require-
ments. I find invariably that when com-
merical concerns are granted permits to
erect premises, those premises are of 300,
400 and 500 squares. But when a worker
applies for a permit and asks for 12 squares
he is told that he must reduce the number
to six or seven. We have recently read in
the Press that temporary homes-tents and
camps-are being erected at Melville. These,
although temporary, are welcome. Yet at
the same time industrial and commercial
concerns--these profit-making concerns--
are not asked to put up with such incon-
veniences.

The Minister for Housing: There has been
only a total of four.

Mr. BRADY: But the fact remains that
the materials in those four premises would
have been welcomed for use in homes for
people who have no living accommodation
at all. The point I am desiring to wake is
that these industrial and commercial eon-
cerns should, in my opinion, be permitted
to build premises for minimum requirements
only. I am confident that half of the ac-
commodation they apply for would be sum.i
cient for their purposes. Therefore, let the
remainder of the building wait, or let them
be content with canvas- and such-like struc-
tures to tide theM over. I wish to refer to
the change in the type of buildings which
the Housing Commission allows from time
to time. Recently, as the Minister said, the
idea of expansible homes has been fostered.
Then we had the idea of self-help homes.

What I am disappointed to learn in re-
gard to those types of homes is that people
who applied in 1946 and 1947 and who have
since not been brought under the new
scheme, are kept behind people who made
application in recent times, for expansible
and self-help homes. To me that is quite
unfair. A young man came to my office
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last week and told me that be had applied
for a house in 1947 but had not got his
permit, notwithstanding that be knew of
men who were already occupying houses and
who had made application after he did. I
made inquiries and found what was the rea-
son. Although he had made application in
1947, he had not applied to have his appli-
cation transferred to an expansible or self-
help home and consequently he was excluded.
I would ask the Minister to request the
Housing Commission to give consideration
to that aspect.

I -have in mind the case of a young man
named Hagan who has been living with his
in-laws in one room. A similar case was
referred to by the member for East Perth
earlier this evening. As a consequence of the
conditions under which he iws living his first
child died shortly after birth. Before having
a second child, he and his wife are consider-
ing their housing problem. At present they
are living in a very small room, so small that
when tlgey go to bed at ni ght they are sleep-
ing within three or four feet of thA ceiling.
That is one case where a man applied in
1947 for a homfe and has not received a
permit yet. If be had been transferred to
the list of those eligible for an expansible
house or self-help home he would have had
a permit before now.

I want to touch on the matter of British
migrants and the elaborate fiats which are
being built for them. That is the Way in
'which they are referred to by the people
working op them. T want to warn the
Minister that if he is not careful he will
have a lot of industrial trouble on his hands
in the event of his not seeing his way clear
to doing something for the artisans who are
helping to erect those Piats. I unders4tand
that in quite a number of cases the people
working. on the buildings are themselves liv-'
ing in rooms or on back verandahs or in
other temporary accommodation, and they
are reaching the stage when they feel they
should not continue -working on these flats.
They say it is distinctly unfair that they
should be made to live in temporary accom-
modation under appalling conditions, while
people who are not yet in the country are
going to be housed in elaborate fiats.

I would like the Minister to see whether
he cannot arrange for these flats to he shared
on a fifty-fifty basis by local people and

mnigrants I am led to believe the fittings
in these places are mnost elaborate, and I
think the workers are entitled to protest long
and loud against people coming 12,OOO.miles
and getting homes in preference to people
like those referred to by the member for
East Perth-and I know a -number of them
-who were married before the war and are
still living in one room. I think we all
realise the major problem that has been
created through the loss of population as
a consequence of the continuance of bad
housing conditions. Young women who
should have a number of children have, in
some cases, no children at all. That should
not be allowed to continue.

Theme may be another way to induce
people to enter the building industry and
to expedite the erection of homes, apart
from importing artisans. I refer to a sug-
gestion that priority should be given to those
who are prepared to leave luxury trade&~
and work in the building industry. Todar-
luxury trades are offering higher wages and
better conditions and amenities than ae6
available to those in the building trades.
Workers, though they may be enduring cer-
tain unpleasant- housing conditions, continne
in luxury trades because of the better wages.
If the department would give priority to
workers who leave luxury trades to enter
the building industry, it would find that that
constituted an excellent local source to be
tapped for the purpose. There are scores
of cases. In MY own area there are a num-
ber of men working on railway and
other jobs who would probably enter the
hcm.e building industry if they could be
given some priority in regard to securing
houses.

Last week I bad occasion to telephone the
Hlousing Commission on behalf of a man
who is a brick burner and is living in
appalling conditions. I suggested that in
View Of his occupation he should have a
priority, hut I was told that he had no
more Priority than a man making a radio
set or a sewing machine. That is not likely
to encourage people to remain ink the build-
ing industry; and I hope that the Minister
will give consideration to according priority
to People who arc prepared to leave the
luxury trades for the building- industry.

The Minister might also give considera-
tion to housing -migrants in communiity
homes. Recently two families from Scotland
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interviewed me almost together, and they
told me they could not understand why the
Government did not erect a number of com-
munity homes, They said that in Scotland
it is not unusual to have five or six or even up
to ten families living in such homes and
sharing the various amenities, such as Wash-
houses, bathing facilities and kitchens. In-
stead of having a kitchen to every two or
three rooms, these community dwellings have
a kitchen to eight or nine rooms, which the
occupaiits share according to arrangements
made between themselves. These people said
they thought the Government should give
-consideration to establishing- comm unity
*homes, which would help to relieve the situa-
tion created by applications for four-roomed
or five-roomed homes.

Mr. Nimmo: You would want to increase
the Police Force.

Mr. BRADY:- I do not know about that.
The system is working and has worked in
various areas for many years. I understand
that it has worked for 10 to 15 years in
Oeraldton where there are a number of flats,
the occupants of which share a common
bathroom and sanitary conveniences, and that
has been going on for years.

The Minister for Housing: Are you -re-
ferring to the old pensioners' cottage?

MAr. BRADY: No, I am referring to a
comparatively new set of fiats near the main
wharf at Geraldton.

Hon. E. H. HT. Hall: Geraldton 9
* M. BRADY: The hion. member knows

the area quite well. There is a number of
flats, at the top end, known as beach houses.

Hon. E. H_ H1. Hall: They are not flats.
Mr. BRADY: They are not much better

than flats.
Hon. E. Hf. H. Hall: Yes, they are.
Mr. BRADY: Can Mr. fll tell me

whether they have any sanitary conveni-
ences?

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The member
for Guildford-Midland must refer to the
hon. member by the name of his electorate.

Mr. BRADY: I meant to say the muem-
her for (iereldton. What I have said is a
fact and the hon. member can bear me out.
They have not the usual facilities to be
found in ordinary houses.

Hion. E, H. H. Hall: Yes they have.
Excuse me!

Mr. BRADY: The member for Geraldtont
knows that they have not bathrooms or sani-
tary conveniences for individual families.

Hon. E. H. H. Hall: That statement is in-
correct.

Mr. BRADY: If they have individual
bathrooms and sanitary conveniences, that
has been the case only in recent times, be-
cause I occupied one of those flats myself
a few years ago and they never had either
at that time.

Hon. E. H. H. Hall: That is right.

11r. B3RADY: Then I stand corrected. It
is evidently in recent times that these con-
veujenees have been provided. I agree with
the member for East Perth that it would
be a calamity for controls to be lifted. I
am not going to speak at great length on
why I think it is necessary controls should
continue, but I would refer to the remarks
of a member in another place who said re-
cently that if controls were Iift~d he had
£100,000 to put into building enterprises.
He also said that to his knowledge there
were millions of pounds elsewhere-those
were the very words he used-available for
building construction. I do not know
whether he said the construction of build-
ings other than houses, but the fact remains
that if there are millions of pounds avail-
able and he personally has £100,000 for
building purposes, the small man will get
very little building material because the
supplying firms will cater for the people
with big money -who are able to buy large
quantities, and so reduce overheid charges.
They will drial with one individual in a big
way rather than with a thousand and one
individuals in a small way. I hope the Min-
ister will not relax controls, and that they
will be- continued until the demand for
houses is abated and the average worker has
had an opportunity to secure a r~of over
his head.

MR. NEEDHAM (Perth) [10.19]: Early
this session I drew the attention of the
Minister to the serious shortage and bad
quality of bricks, which shortage is playing
a very important part in the acute housing
position. The Minister at that time did not
seem to be impressed with may statement,
and his answers indicated a very optimistic
view of the brick position both in regard
to production and quality. Z am credibly
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informed that his optimism has not been
justified. There has been a serious drop
in brick production irrespective of the losses
caused by the recent strike and by the break-
down of the East Perth power house. Early
this year, the production reached an all-
time low. The total production up to Sep-
tember of last year was 50,000,000 bricks,
but in February of this yea-r a big drop
took place. I have not the latest figures,
hut I do not think they will indicate much
change. The 50,000,000 bricks came from
eight yards.'* The February production was
only half that 'of the previous month,
January. At that time it was expected that
production would fall even lower.

There are two causes for the serious drop
in production. According to the secretary
of the Bricklayers' Union, they ame-bad
management of the brickyards run by pri-
vate enterprise, and the low wages and bad
conditions obtaining in the industry. The
question of wages is, of course, determined
by the Arbitration Court, and, in some in-
stances, the conditions of work are, too.

*Generally speaking, however, the conditions
-under which the men are employed are the
responsibility, first of all, of the employer.
The present capacity of the eight yards is
64,000,000 bricks a year, but, for the reasons
I have mentioned--conditionts of labour, in-
efficient management and low wages-that
target will not be reached. The wages and
conditions of employment in other industries
are muuch more attractive.

In view of all this, I think the State should
take over all the brickworks and provide
proper supervision and management, and,
of course, improved conditions and proper
amenities for the workers.' I am credibly
informed that only two briecyards provide
reasonable amenities for their employees, and
they are the State Brickworks and the Metro-
politan Brickworks at Mayla9nds. Those two
brickyards produce more bricks, and better
quality bricks, than the other yards, because
due jto the conditions they offer, they can
get the workers. I am also told that the
working conditions in the other yards are
just as bad today as they were 30 years
ago. Th-e trend in industry is to give work-
ers the very best conditions, hygienic and
otherwise, in order to get increased pro-
duction, and also to minimise as far as pos-
sible absenteeism, and illness and accidents.

Another p11ase of the housing problem-
and I have referred 'to this on occasiomi in
the House and have asked a series of ques-
tions about it-is that coneerned with the
working of the Increase of Rent (War Re-
strictions) Act. We have any amount of
evidence where that law is being ignored.
Of course, there is a Fair Rents Court which
can, on application, fix a fair rent. There
are two reasons why people do not avail
themselves of the opportunity of going t o
that court, and one is that it is somewhat
expensive, and the other that people who
have a roof of some kind, over their heads
are afraid of being evicted or snRering other
unpleasant results. I have brought this mat-
ter before the Minister by way of questions
hoping that legislation would be introduced
to amend the present Act to protect the
people. I am. speaking of,

An ap~lication for a fair tent muist eome
before the local court, and the legal expenser
run into probably £10. Many people eannot
afford to pay that amount to have a fair'
rent fixed. That is quite apart frem. the
other factor I have mentioned. Again, the
officers of the Fair Rents Court do
not see the house, but have to rely
On infor~mation from the rentL inspector.
I suggested to the Minister that the Act
should he amended, with a view to giving
the rent inspector greater powers so that
he could fix the fair rent for a house, with
a right of appeal to the Fair Rents Court,
just as is done in the case of shared accom-
modation. In this regard I asked the Min-
ister, on the 30th July, the follopwing
question:

I. Is he aware that exorbitant rents are
being charged for furnished houses let for
occupation since September, 1939?

2. That many people paigexorbitant
rents for furnished or unfurnse houses are
unable to approach the court to fix a fair rent
because of the expense incurred?

3. Will he bring down amending legisla-
tion empowering the rent inspector to fix a
fai r rent for furnished or unfurnished houses
as well as fixing a fair rent for stared ac-
conunodation Y

4. In view of the changed economic con-
ditions, will he favourably consider amending
legislation enabling owners of propetty who
were in receipt of rentals prior to September,
1939, to apply to the court for the fixation
of a fair rent?

The Minister replied:
I. There is evidence of such rents being

charged in some eases in excess of a fair rent.
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2. In the case of shorter tenancies in par-
ticular the cost of court proceedings is a fac-
tor influencing tenants.

3 - 4. TAse matters of policy are being
kept under consideration.
They are still under c onsideration end I do
Dot see any hope at all, at this late stage of
the session, of that amending legislation be-
ig brought down. I asked the questions

'with a view to the rent inspectors being given
power to fix rentals for houses, with right
of appeal to the court, and to allow for an
increase in the rentals of properties let
prior to 1939, as people in that category
are suffering considerable hardship because
,the rent cannot be increased. The Mini-
ister's answers to questions 3 and 4 led
:me to believe that amending legislation
-would be introduced and passed before
this, but that has not been done. An inter-
esting statement appeared in "TDhe West
Australian" of the 20th July last. It was
by a special correspondent and read as
follows:

In the '4 good old days' paying guests were
sought, in and around Perth, wben full board
and residence or a furnished room could be
easily obtained. Today, there are plenty of
paying guests-paying dearly-for the limited
accomimodation available.

Some people have taken advantage of the
position. Parts of houses, called flats, are let
at anything up to £5 5s. per week, and rooms
with some furniture and perhaps an oil stove,
in the hall, or a stove on a verandah; are let
at £2 2s. or M3 35. a, week. To dodge the
'Prices Branch one landlady lets room's at the
price fixed, but charges 60. for the use of the
copper, in addition to the id. in the slot for
the gas end 5s. a week for a cupboard in the
bedroomn-and you take it or leave it.

The sub-letting of rooms by tenants is pro-
viding a nice income for thousands. A West
Perth home of six rooms, let at £2 10s., a
week, now houses three families of nine pier-
sons, paying £E5 a week. An Adelaide Terrace
£2 5s. a week brick residence, sub-let in sev-
eral part;, plainly furnished brings in £10 a
week, and the tenant has. two rooms and all
nse one bath-room end an outside con-
venience. The Increase of Rent Restrictions
Act is so often ignored, and is so seldom
policed, that thousands are real good paying
guests.

I do not know what remedy can be found
for that state of affairs, in view of the
lateness of the session And the neglect of
the Government to bring down legislation
to meet that crying need, and I do not
know what will happen if the position is
not improved. Again I urge the Govern-
ment to take. over the briekmaking in-

dustry and provide proper amenities for
the employees, thus stepping up brick pro-
duction.

[Mr. Hsll resumed the Chair.]

Mr. HEGNEY: I move--
That progress be reported.

Motion put and a division taken with the
following result:

Ayes .. . . 19
Noes .. . . 22

Majority against

Mr. Brady
Mr. Coverley
Mr, Fox
Mr. Grahamn
Mr. flawke
'Mr. Hegney
Mr. Hoar
Mr. Kelly
Mr. Marshall
Mr. Mc~ulloch

Mr. Abbott
Mr. Ackland
Mr. Bovell
Mrs. Cardeil-Olirer
Mr. Cornell
Mr. D oneMr. Orayde
Mr. Ha]]
Sir N. Keensn
Mr. Leslie
Mr. McDonald

3

ATes.
Mr. Needhasm
Mr. Nulsen
Mr. Fanton
Mr. Reynolds
Mr. Sleeman
Mr. Styant4
Mr. Tonkin
Mr. Wise

Mr. Rodoreda

NOES.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

1Mr.

MeLarty
Murray
Nalder
Nhnmo0
North
Seward
Tho rn
Watts
Wild
Yates
Brand

(feller.)

(Teller.)

Motion thus 'iegatived.

MR. HEGNXY (Pilbara) [10.40]: 1 pro-
pose to take advantage of this opportunity
to pass what I consider to be some appro-
priate -remarks on the housing Estimates.
Firstly, it is a thousand pities that the
problem of housing has been made, both
by the present State Government and the
Federal Opposition, a political football. I
refer now to two advertisements issued
under the jurisdiction of the Liberal Party
some two and a half years ago for the
purpose of vote-catching, and apparently
with a certain amount of success. Although
success attended the efforts of the present
Government, it will find the promises it
made difficult to justify when it goes
before the people again. In "The West
Australian" of the 11th March, 1947, there
is a large-scale advertisement which refers
to "Labour's Great Housing Muddle." I
do not propose to read the whole subject-
matter of the advertisement but I think
this section deserves special nientioft. It
States-
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For want of houses, people are living in
garages or old Army camps; married couples,
sometimes with families, arc living in one
room; several families are living in one small
house. Are the people to blame? No. They
have the money to build or pay 'rent! Are
the builders to blamne? No. They are ready
to build immediately, provided permits and ma-
terials are made available. The situation in
the city is bad but in the country it iA even
worse, The trouble is the production shortage
and industrial unrest due to the spineless and
planless Labour Government.

That is one sample of the misleading and
very unfair form of propaganda in -which
the Liberal Party indulged during the last
election campaign.

Hon. F. 3. S. Wise: That is being fair to
them, too.

Mr. HEGNEY: In a spicial circle at the
bottom of the advertisement it reads-

Vote Liberal and get real Government.

Mr. Hoar: And 'no houses.

Mr. HEGNEY: While dealing with these
lying advertisements, designed to 'warp the
minds of the people, I propose to read
briefly from another one in "The West
Australian" under date of the 26th Feb;
ruary, 197: It is headed, "Labour's Pie-
crust Promises" and states:-

Labour's Housing Racket. Here's a bril-,
liant example of bow th4 Labour Government's
controls and price fixing have-penalised home
seekers. How Prices Rise with Wise.

Average five-room timber house, cost in
1939, £E531. Rent in 1939, 16s. Rent in 1946,
30s. 6d.

I should say that rent today would be in
the vicinity of £2.

The Minister for Housing: Up to dJr
e)ver £2.

Mr- HEGNEY: How can any wovking
man stand this racket? The quotation I
have just read is an advertisement by the
Liberal Party and there seems to be a big-
ger racket if people can ehark-e £2 a
week for rent when it used to be 30s. 6d.
The article goes on to state--

We bad no blackmarket, until we got a
Labour Government.

Those are just two unsavoury samples of
the form of publicity indulged in by a sup-
posedly responsible Party during an elec-
tion campaign. The advertisements
referred to amount to an assurance by the
present Government that if it were re-
.turned. to office it would solve the problem,
if not overnight, then within i few weeks.

The Minister's statement this evening-
despite the fact that he very cleverly put
the bright side to the Chamber with the
intention of its going before the public-
was unable to conceal the f act that the
problem, unfortunately, is still as acute
as, if not more acute than, during the last
few years. The biackmarket in houses, to
which I. referred in the second advertise-
ment, is wholesale, or was so up till the
time the Legislative Council took steps to
remove controls from land sales. The Min-
ister for Lands admitted that a certain
amount of blackmarketing was taking
place, The Select Committee appointed to
go into the sales of houses admitted that
blaekmarkcting was rampant.

I do not propose to go into specific
cases. Suffice to say that every member of
this Chamber is aware of the report of the
Select Committee and the startling evi-
dence given during the Course of its delib-
erations. Yet we have this type, of adver-
tisement-

There was no blackinarket till Labour came
into office,
Apparently it has developed and grown to
greater proportions during the regime of
this Government. I propose to refer to a
few statements made by responsible' mem-
bers of the present Government during the
course of the last State election campaign.
The- first one to which I' intend to refer is
a statement made by the present Minister
for Education during his Policy Speech.
This statement was made on the 17th Feb-
ruary, 1047-

The Housing Commission will resume borne
building for purchase at the lowest rates of
interest; ample funds are available for this
purpose. Permits to build will be issued where
only two persons are to be housed, where hard-
ship is shown.

Urgent steps will be taken to increase the
supply of materials, and for prompt transport
of goods from the Eastern States where neces-
sary so that the permits !can be done away
with.

That was said two and a half-years ago.
The Government recently removed the
need for permits for certain building ma-
terials, but it found that chaos was the
order of the day and it was obliged to re-
impose controls. It was urged not to lift
them at the time but it did so, acting no
doubt to a reat extent under pressure
from interested organisations, which con-
sidered that the Government should not
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continue to impose controls on building
materials but rather that the .Government
should remove them and allow private
enterprise to have its owD way. That was
done for a time but the Government had
to find some excuse for reimposing the con-
trols. The Deputy Premier stated that
urgent steps would be *taken to do away
with the need for permits. I suggest that
the Government would be extremely ill-
advised to remove controls at present from
essential building materials or to ease per-
mits enabling people to build. Here is the
statement wade by the Premier in his
Policy Speech at Pinjarra on the 18th Feb-
ruary-

A housing speed-up with encouragement of
home ownership and a review of the permit
system to help deserving eases.

The housing position was distressing. The
Commonwealth and State Labour Governments
by delay and indecision bad landed Western
Australia in a housing crisis of a magnitude
that should not have occurred.

Anyone who would take into account the
circumstances which prevailed for a con-
siderable period after the cessation of hos-
tilities; anyone who visualised for a moment
the position which must have inevitably
arisen during the transitory period, would
have realised that there must have been
difficulties in the way of any Government
during 1945 and 1046. Yet we have the
stateme-nt in the 'Policy Speech of a re-
sponsible member of the Liberal Party to
the effect that "The Commonwealth and
State Labour Governments by delay and
indecision had landed Western Australia
in a housing crisis of -a magnitude that
should not have occurred." That would
imply that if a change of Government took
place the housing mnuddle would be cleared,
the crisis would disappear, and the people
of Western Australia would, within pa short
time, .be suitably and adequately housed.

Mr. Hoar: An outrageous lie!

Mr, HEONEY: That is putting it mildly.
I will read a portion of the statement by
the Premier at Hanvey after the election-
be was then in office-on the 20th April at
the annual reunion of the Harvey branch
of the Returned Soldiers' League. It
reads-

Numherg of ex-Setricemen were returning
with no houses to go to, wbich was a most un-
desirable state of affairs and must be rectified.
In an article he had seen in a country news-
palper, it had been suggested that there was

less. control of building in the Eastern States
than in this State. With the relaxation of
controls in the Eastern States building costs
had rocketed; a number of houses were not fin-
ishied and people were not living in them. It
was Ifor this reason that the Government could
not promise relaxation of the present control,
as they did not wish to see increased costs and
blackniarketing. At present it was thought
best to retain the permit system because it -was
in the interests of the people and more houses
would be huilt. As M1inister for Housing be
had discussed the position with his officers f ronm
all aspects and it was hoped to quicken the
housing programme.

Ther e is an indication from the Premier
himself that it was essential, and still is,
for the system of permits and for the con-
trol of building material to continue.
During the course of an election campaign,
as long as it suits the purpose, it is quite
all right for the leader of a responsible
Party to vilify the then Government and
not put the true position before the people.
Those are just a few of the instances which
the present Government has demonstrated
to the people of Western Australia that
what it said prior to the election of 1947
was Just a series of untruths. I now pro-
pose to point out what the Liberal Party
of Australia is issuing in the way of pro-
paganda, but I do not think the people of
this State will fall for it as they did in
1947. I will challenge the M1inister for
Housing either to agree with the state-
ments I am about to read or refute them.
The reference T am now about to make is
to another advertisement which appears in
the "Daily -News" of the 26th April, 1949,
and it is issued under the auspices of the
Liberal Party of Australia. I would like
country members to listen to this.

lIon. E. H. H. Hall:- On a point of order,
M1r. Chairman!I I would like your ruling
as to whether advertisements issued by any
Party can be connected up with the Esti-
mates being discussed by the Committee.

The CHAIR MAN: We are dealing with
housing and I rule that they are in order.

Mr. Graham: The member for Geraldton
should listen to this and he will be still
more uneasy.

Hon. F. H. H. Hall: I have the right to
ask.

Mr. Graham:- Nobody denies 'that.

Hon. E. H. HE. Hall : You are doing so.
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Mr. HEGNEY: This advertisement,
dated the 26th April, 1949, occupies almost
half a page.

Mr. Fox: What would that cost?

Mr. HEGNEY: It features a photograph
of the Leader of the Liberal Party of Aus-
tralis and it is headed-

This is what WE will do about Rural
Housing.

The context reads-
-Immediately it is returned, the Liberal Party

will investigate the practicability of producing
Pro-eut housing units to meet the special re-
quirements of particular rural areas, and will
enable higher priorities to be granted in the
supply of building materials for the rapid im-
provemtent of rural houqing generally.

It will facilitate the erection by State Hous-
lng Commissions and Local Government auth-
orities of groups of workers' homes in closely
settled rural areas where seasonal labour is
in short supply-and the provision of finance,
labour and material to enable State Govern-
mnents to undertake this work.

Country families have been fooled over hone-
,iag by the Chitley Government for far too
long.

I want to know from the Minister for
Housing, in the interests of the people of
this State who are still seeking houses and
-who, unfortunately, will he likely to con-
tinue seeking for some considerable time,
whether that is a true statement of fact as
far as this State is concerned or is it so
much misleading propaganda? In other
words, is the Housing 'Commission of this
State, of which the Minister is the head,
satisfied that, fair treatment is being meted
out to rural areas in the granting of
prioritiesI Here is another of a like
nature that I1 quote p~rticularly for the
mnember for Geraldton. Again the adver-
tisgement is from the Liberal League and
embodies the photograph of the Leader of
the Australian Liberal Party. It ajapeared in
the "Daily 'News" of the 4th April of
this year. I shall not read the whole ot
it, but it contained the following:-

We give this firm promise to young couples...
The Liberal Party, when returned to office,

will regard as its paramount and most vital
responsibility the speeding up of the housing
programme. We will not allow any other pub-
lic works, other than those of the most extreme
urgency, to be given priority over home-build-
ing. -

You are penalised today by the Chifley Gov-
ermentI which gives priority to extravagant
building plAns for Government departments,which fails to cheek restrictive go-slow tactics

in the building industry or to increase produc-
tion of many essential building ma2fterils. In
other words, the very Government which claims
to being the champion of the average man and
woman is the Government that ia depriving you
of a home and, by starving State Governments
of funds, preventing even your State Govern-
ment from helping you.

I asked the Minister for Housing by way
of interjection when he was speaking
wh ether there was any shortage of finance
and he replied in the negative. Clause 6
of the Commonwealth and State Housing
Agreement reads-

The Commonwealth will advance to each
State the money heretofore expended in the
carrying out of a housing project or projects
and the moneys that shall be bereafter re-
quired for the carrying out of the State'! hous-
ing projects as notified to the Treasurer of the
Commonwealth from time to time pursuant to
Clause 7,

I would like the Minister for Housing to
inform the Committee whether the Com-
monwealth Government under this agree-
ment is starving the State or the State
Housing Commission, whether the pro-
jected advances have been made by the
Commonwealth in accordance with the
terms of this agreement and whether he
has any grievance in connection with the
Convnonwealth 'a compliance with the
terms of that agreement, As far as I am
aware, ever since the State 'Parliament
passed the Building Operations and Build-
ing Materials Control Act in 1945, the
-control of building materials became a
State function. I do not know that the
Commonwealth Government has interfered
with the State Housing Commission and its
functions with respect to the housing pro-
grammne in Western Australia.

That Commission is- the resporlsible body.
set up in accordance with an agreement
between the Commonwealth and State
Governments for the erection of Common-
wealth-State rental homes. Despite all the
propaganda indulged in about the Govern-
ment of the day being opposed to any form
of nationalisation or socialistic legislation,
that is, the position; and it is surprising,
seeing that that is the policy of the State
Government, that it does not abolish the
Housing Commission and allow private
enterprise to build homes- Why bas it not
adopted that course? The reason is that
it knows the circumstances ate such that,
in the national interests, it has been Obliged
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to carry on, to the best of its ability, tbe
administration of the Housing Commission
because it is the responsible body estab-
lished for the purpose of building houses
more quickly than would be possible on
the part of private enterprise under exist-
ing conditions.

While dealing with Commonwealth-State
rental houses, I would like the Minister, if
Dot tonight, t~len within the next few days,

do furnish the Committee with full details
as to the basis on which the Common-
wealth-State rental homes will be made
avail~ble to prospective purchasers. I
have nothing in writing, but I have been
told by more than one of the occupants of
such homes that as far back as the latter
part of 194 they were informed by a
responsible officer of the State Housing
-Commission that they would be able later
on to pnrchase their homes at cost. I am not
blaming any member of the State Housing
Commission-I have no factual evidence
respecting the statements that have been
made to me-but the people I refer to are
quite sure they were advised by an officer
of the State Housing Commission that their
houses would be available to them at cost
price.

The Minister for Housing: There is
some misapprehension there.

Mr. HEGNEY: I am not blaming the
State Housing Commission or its officers,
but the position should be clarified
so that if any of the tenants desire to pur-
chase the houses they occupy, an equitable
arrangement can be arrived at between the
Government and themselves.

The Mihister for Housing: We are hop-
ing to have that worked out very shortly.,

Mr. HEOKEY: That is good. I shall
quote one example to emphasise bow the
State Government has failed to live up to
its election promise when it said it would
solve the housing problem. Earlier I re-
ferred to the advertisement published by
the Liberal Party in which it was indicated
that people were living in most unsatisfac-
tory and out-snoded conditions, and the
extract I shall read will 'serve to show the
stage the housing problem has reached. On
the 14th July last, in the section of "The
West Australian" dealing with the law
courts, under the headings of "Landlord
and Tenants4 " "Housing Problems," the
following appeared:

A house-owner who, having supplied his own
bedding is living on the verandah of a hospital
where his wife and daughter are both inmates,
was among a number of landlords and tenants
who related stories of housing hardships to Mr.
J. F. McMillan, S.M., in the Perth Local
Court yesterday.

Mr. McMillan was dealing with applications,
b3rought under the Increase of Rent Wartime
Restrictions Act (Landlord and Tenant) Reg-
ulations, for recovery of possession of houses,
and he adjourned the majority of cases in
which no solution could be found to the exist-
ing housing difficulties.

Raymond Joseph Becker Miller was told by
the m agistrate that his application for recovery
of possession of his house in Vincent-street,
Leederville, would be adjourned until August
24, and that if nothing had then been done by
the respondent to find other accommodation an
order for repossession would be made. Miller
said that he hid been evicted from the premises
he hhd recently been occupying in Mt. Lawley-
His wife and daughter were in hospital and his
only accommodation was a verandah at the
hospital, where he had been permitted to occupy
a bed.

Alfred James Bradley, the respondent and
tenint of the house owned by Miller, said that
he was a bricklayer and was busy building
Common wealth -State rental homes for others,
but could not obtain a home himself. Hle had
applied to the State Housing Commtission
months ago for a home and had been told that
even if an eviction order were made against
him, his rha aces of seccuring a home were re-
mote. Hle had a wife and 14 months' old
child,

Then follow references to a number of
other cases bovrilised as follows:-

In other cases-which were adjourned-the
magistrate was told of 13 persons living in a
seven-room house; of a house-owner who had
received notice to quit his present premises and
was being hounded to get out; of a man who
had his own block of land and, after waiting
for a permit to build, now doubted with the
increased building costs whether he could find
sufficient capital; and of a house-owner who bad
arranged with his tenant to share the house on
condition that he and his wife had their week-
day meal out.

I have quoted these Press reports by way
of comparison to show how irresponsible
and extravagant were the promises made
by the Liberal Party during the early
months of 1947. They were without found-
ation and the Party has not been able to
live up to them. I hope that, with respect
to the two advertisements which I quoted
as to the Federal Labour Party, the Min-
ister for Housing will make it clear that
the advertisements are true in substance
and, if not, that he will state they 'were
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unfounded, unfair and untrue. I would
like briefly to mention what have been
termed readymade homes. They are not
readymade until they are completed. I
made reference to speculative building
somec months ago and was taken to task by
some people on the stand I took up. I am
not casting reflections on any individual
builder. Suffice it to say that I had a home
built without the supervision of an archi-
tect and the only trouble that the con-
tractor's workmen had 'with him was that
he made them put in too much timber and
other materials-he was over-conscientious.

I point out that the plans and specifica-
tions to which the Mlinister -referred -would
be useless unless the building' -was super-
vised- during its construction. The pros-
pective owner would not be protected un-
less that supervision was given. I shall
quote from a letter addressed to me by
an es-builder to whom I spoke in reference
to speculative building. I shall not men-
tion his name, as he is out of business, hut
he is well respected and is known to mem-
bers, of the Government; indeed, most mnem-
bers know him well. In his letter he
points out that all building plans and speci-
ficatiouis have to be submitted to and
approvedt by the 1keel authorities, but that
there is practically no supervision of the
buildings during construction. He asks
whether it would not be possible to have

-standard specifications approved by the
Housing Commission, as the plans-so long
as they were passed by the local auth-
orities-were not so important; it-was the
specifications and the supervision which
were so necessary for the protection of the
owners. I myself consider that is a reas-
onable proposal to adopt and that its adop-
tion is due to the people whom the Minister
visualises will be occupying these homes.
They should have an assurance that houses
being built for them by private contractors
are up to the -right standard.

The Minister for Housing: I think there
is something in what you say. The Com-
mission has arranged it.

Mr. HEONEY: I am pleased to hear
that, but I am under no delusion myself
about what will eventually happen, especi-
ally now that restrictions have been re-
moved on sales of houses. Picture the
position! What law will now be invoked
to enable prospective owners to obtain a

'house at a reasonable price? If there-
are to be no restrictions the private con-
tractor will be able to charge extortionate
prices. Some consideration should be
given by the Government to this aspect:
Once the restrictions are lifted, it is my
opinion that people who have no priority
at all for houses will be entitled to enter
into contracts with speculative builders to
the exclusion of those who urgently need
homes and'have made application for them
to the State Housing Commission. The
Government would be ill-advised to remove
the control over building materials merely
to satisfy some sections of the community,
especially at a-time when there is such a
grave shortage of houses.

The M1inister for Housing: There is no
likelihood of that.

M. HEGNEY: We cannot build more-
houses than the production of bricks, tim-
her and other necessary materials will
permit. If we had twice the number of-
tradesmen available they would not be
fuLlly employed if the materials were not
available. Until production equals the de-
mand the Government would not be.acting
fairly to the people of the State who are
most in need of homes if it removeA the
controls. All members-indeed the whole,
State-would be glad to revert to pre-war
conditions -when normal production eqalled
demand, but until that time arrives again
I hope the Government will insist upon the
continuldeof control of building materials.
My father told me when I was a lad -never
to pay rent and I have always done my best
to follow that advice.

All of us appreciate the value of a home.
I know of some men -who, owing to the
nature of their calling, cannot very Well
own a homne, indeed it would be inadvisable
for them to do so. But a person 'bwninig
a home has an incentive to improve it; if
every married man owned a home we would
have more stability and contentment in the
community. The present housing shortage
has crested a very grave social problem,
one tha will take some years to solve. My
reason for quoting the Premier's speech
and the advertisements I read, was to focus
attention on the fact that the Government
cannot solve the problem overnight nor
could it do so for some years to come, If
a Labour Government were returned to
power at the next election, it would find
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itself in a difficult position; and I would
not be one, as a member of that Party, to
get on the hustings and tell the people that
we will solve the housing problem within
a very short period. I do not think that
would be fair to the people. They should
be told the truth; and the more responsible
Ministers and members of Parliament keep
to the truth, the better it will be for the
Government, for Parliament, and for the
people generally.

I hope there will be no more misleading
statements by any member of the Govern-
ment, or any advertisements designed to
hoodwink the people. If these controls
are maintained, it will have the effect of
enabling the Government to build as many
'homes for the people as possible, and also
any essential Government jobs they desire,
such as schools and hospitals. It will pre-
vent hotels and theatres and other com-
paratively non-essential establishments
from being erected. Therefore I hope the
Government will not throw controls over-
board for some time to come. This, is a
very serious social problem. I think every
-one of its comes in contact with people liv-
ing in congested and sometimes primitive
conditions. Many young people are growing
up without the benefit of a proper home life
and that is bound to react detrimentally to
the State in the future, unless we quickly
minimise the problem which is so pro-
nounced today.

In my dealings with the officers of the
department, I have found them obliging
and courteous. I pay the 'Minister this
compliment- He puts forward his case on
behalf of the Government, which I do not
take book, line and sinker, but I think he
has applied himself to the task of manag-
ing this department to the best of his
ability. I fully realise the difficult posi-
tion in which be has been placed.

Progress reported.

ADJOURNMENT-SPECIAL

THE PREMIER (Hon. D. R. MeLarty-
M1urray-Wellingtion): I move-

That thv llourc at 1t3 risinga adjourn till
2.30 p.m. tnmorrow.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 11.25 p.m.
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The SPEARKER took the Chair at 2.30
p.m., and read prayers.

MOTION-STANDING ORDERS
SUSPENSION.

As to Rescinding Resolution,

HON. r. j. s. WISE (Gaseoyne) [12.32]:
I move-

That 8tantling Order 181 be suspended to
enable a motion to be considered forthwith to
rescind the motion moved by the P'remier at
the sitting on Wednesday, the 7th .Sejtpniber,
194D, which dealt; with the eessation of debates
at certain times on dates specifierl.

I shall endeavour to make my remarks as
brief a!; the flouse will permit. It is ob-
vious, from what has happened since the
moving of the Premier's motion, that it
was quite unnecessary, and time has shown
how impracticable it was for sufficient time
to be~ given to M1inisters to give even a
cketc-hy introduction of the Estimates of
their departments. which still have to he
considered by the Chamber. At the time
of 'moying the motion, had business pro-
ceeded forthwith, that would have been the


